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PREFACE. 


T HOirGH a d sgrcc of knowledge, lit tiavaJ afTiun 

15i>*ciRWcmIy of tb.e utmoft *confequeiice to tlie inliabitrmts 
of |his iiland, yel tkp fubjecf of Naval Tadics had long remained 
ain^hg jLis in a very rude and uncultivated ilate. C)f this I was 
. convinced at an early period of life, ai^d 1 had long applied to 
,¥liis lludy before I vcnt;ufed tp conftnunicAte my thoughts upon 
to tile Public. 

\ *Siuce the appearance ofytb.c following fyflem in print, about/ 
twe^y-iwo years ago % It bus been a fora-cc of the greateft latis-^ 
faction to me fo pblbvve a total change in the modd of aMiihwfling • 
t‘ng;|y|:ements.with great fkjcis, on the'patt (»f our gallant Britilh 
, Admirals. The; Ipirit, perreveVancei^ and fu}ierior Ikill of our 

,/eamen. 


■' ♦ The ftrd F»yll co;ifill:vd" tSF a i«W'copiers, «oi for f:ilc, , 

^ but to be avi ay.. 



r R A ei:. 

?l^P^inifonnly ^oic t*ngagcinejus In the ealL* of 

tliips, but which, from tlie dexterous manituvres of the 

•• - ** 

jertein.y', could not ft)rmerly he brought Into proper cPicct, on 
arc«^int of a total neglccfl of the ftudy of Naval Taftic s, have at 
lalf been exhibited allb in the cale of gre it battles with numerous 
fleets, in a manner which has led to naval viclorics that mull 
ever appear v^rith the grc!itcll lullre in the Britilh annals. The 
letters of apf rohktion whlcli I have received, not only from tnen 
of learning^ but from naval ollicers of di111ngiiilived ability and 
ot tht? higlvofl tankand the numeroxts compliments that have 
of late been paid to me, might exempt me from the i nputaiiim 
of vaiuty,'if I Ibould now ^'onchule,*tl^it my work, however im- 
perfeCV, h;is ciri;>ilially contributed tn th^t^vice of mv country. 

As 1 never w’ns af fea mylelf, it luis been al\ed,*fst>^n ibould 
have been able t<j acquire any knowledge in. Naval Tallies, or 
Diould have prehmied to fuggeft my opinions and ide^s upon 
rhar fubjccl. Idio following detail, which 1 truft I fhall now he 
excufed for entering upon, vMlI, it Js hoped, obviate every prxyu- 
clice of this kind. 


1 had acquired a lirong palTion tfln* nautical Information, 
p.vhcn ahnoft an infant. Af ten years old, before 1 had feen a 

Ihip, 


* { vj.is, in prmicuJar, uAidi by the cUcided .ipprobjiiioii of nfy 

h(i;ty, by Lent Di.-ncaS ami otlu-r naval i^ortfnxouth, conveyed by his. 

Lur.'Uliip, iIk ii Capt.jiu 13 tjNc.\.s, iu a letter to relation. Sir John cI rhk, fu 
^long ajio as Q.-b.b. r i 785 • in wl.icli is n^cntu WJl aJJ^ h* attfiition paid to 
,riy vvojjt by his liijAa-.cfs the DeKE Ofc CtAiiEXCK. 
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Hiip, or even the foa, b«t at a dtftirtco rjf four or five^ 
fomed aa acquaxutance at fchool with Iciriio boya %vho had cofue 
irbin a dittaiit fca-poit, and who inftruidled me rt’lpe<£lmg th<t 
diflRrent parts of a 0i*p fiom a model which they pn>' 
cured* After this appi euticefiiip, t had fiequont oj)porl(aniries 
of feeing and examinuig (hips at the neighbouring port of Xxjith, 
which trir-rcafed my paffion for the fubje^l; andy I was foon ii^ 
poUcfpon of a number of other models, (bme^ of .them even of 
my own confl;ru£ting, which I often iatled on a piece of wato 
of fomc ftze in my father’s pltjofnre-grounds, where*l!?ero was 
fo a boat with fails, which fumifhed me with much employment. 
Befidesthis, I had ftudied^Rotnnfon Crult^c, and had* read a num¬ 
ber of voyages. A d^^Ae of goin^ to fca could not but be the 
confequ encfe of all (Eis* Checked it waa^ liowever* at all time** 
by my family, \^ho already had fuffered heavy Ioffes in both fea 
and land fcrvice. 

Ihlring the comrfe of two .long wars, the ftrft of which com¬ 
menced about this dme, I had the advsmtage of the converla- 
tion of many of mj” own near relations, who had been bred 
,fo the fea-fervice. Befits thfs, 1 Ead at all times courtedy«, 
connexion with other,^nofeflional feamen and fhiphuikiers, of 
all ranks, and capacities, wherever jthey weic to be met with, as 
at London, >and in alsgrioft all other lea^ports round the illaod. 
At the fame dme, I vpas unwearied in my attention to the many 
valuable experiments of the in^nioqs and IiberaLmindecl Mi 
Patrick qf Dafftrinton ; to whom, wheth^ in fhip- 

buildlhg or in aA^ery^ both nmiketry and great guns,. 

& hh 
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liis ^ountiy is more ind^!>ro<.l, tlnii li,is hitherto been properly ac- 
kjiowledgcd. 

M.Vft 11 while, T took. e\wv opportumry which ofToicd of mak- 
in>^ flioit expeditions, or nips on th^water, with the Ible iuten- 
of obfervinjj; the efFe<vl i>f tlie fails, of the waves, and of 
the rudder. At fome tline^, for hours, it was iny cu(^oni to con- 
icniplatv the of the wind upon ihips of all kinds, hnall 

and gieat, on flieii depaitum trom a mole, oi pier-head, fuch as 
that of Lcitli, one of the hefb places foi tin puriiole wTiith I 
have knoW'i*!. Of this loit c^f amufcnient I licvcr tired ; but con- 
tinued tfie pra<^litc, with the fiire-mcntioned models rigged in 
different ways, of making experiments in faiUng, in every w'^ay 
dial tould Ih thought of, and* onfall occ^ons correffing and fix- 
5n*g my ideas, by^ cotpmitting them *to jpajl^r, both by diawing 
and wilting. ^ 

By thefe rneaiis, I ha<l begun to havQ fbfne conception of 
that mofl ciiflleult piobKtn, hitlierto not faflicicntly elucidated, 
-—the way of a fhip to wiftd|W’‘a^d : But having it ia vie'w to 
bring forward foinething on that •fuhjeiflr at loine future pe- 
^d, and for which alrc&dy I haye colledled a number of ma¬ 
terials, let this re(k for the prefent, * and^t it be hipjioled that my* 
attention to NavalTavtics, more paxticulaily, commenced about th6 
year 1770, whev a moft ingenious gentleman, die late^Com- 
miflioner Eogar, came to. jrcfide^ in my neighbourhood. He 
had been in the army, and, with his company of foot, detache^d 

^ a 

firom Qibraltar, had been put on^'<^rd Admiral BvNr/s own’ 
ibif>, to fppply the want of marines j^^d waft pieleiit iu‘ the 

action 
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ofT the iffand of Minorca, foont fbllowed^^ oii 

May 20tb 1756. Mr Eu^gar a%rwar4s, axSth^ friend df^dini- 
i»l ^gosCAWW, had ..th^gg^eiit goc»|' fcHtiine to acii^mpany that 
accomplifhed cewnmander, oh die "more fortunate '"bccaf^on of 
%4a^o& In the courfe much conversation ancf ahui^ad- 

vadion, which naturally might he fuppofed to arife from fliefo 
two fuhje^ts, we happily had for our afSftancc a copy of tho 
trial ot Adntiral llyno, in which Mr EttOAm hirhfelf had been 
examined asa wltn^^ia. 1 have b^n infonned, thatjimong otlur 
remarkable^ cir^umftancea whi(|i often attend of tl?i*? kind, 

the ufe tjpf every'3(pedes of plan, drawing, or delineation, was 
moft unaccpuntahfy denied? the ynft^nnate Admiml. 

The attack in from the y<rindw'ard: and as it 

appeared'’^^ met, eattremely ill cbndu<fled* the fuhjed: occupied 
my Jdind fpr yeasfa. In this diicuilion, I had rccourie not only 
CO eyary Ipccies of demonftration, by plans and drawings^ but 
alfo Co the ule of a number of ftnali tpodels of Ships, which, when 
difpoSed m proper ajrangement, ‘gave mofl correal reprefenta- 
ttong of hb^le lleec^ extended each ir|iine of battle ; and being 
eaCfty mpvea and put fnti^auy relative poftdon required, and tlys 
pdrmmetttly^feen and‘ well conlidercd, every poffible idea of 
u^av^v^ftein could diicufled coniufion, and w'ithout 

l^^^ifibility of any dispute. 

^ 5n«f war‘ in 1775, meaawhtllt^ cominenced; duiing^ tlio eon- 
4njuat;|orrof wl^t^, iky ftuShjI adyanc^: lb, that hy the time 
SIr.'Was tomifed that jhc fleets, and French, might 
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to fea, an anadtty inescpreflible laid hold of my mind; 
ami dcfire of being prefent at tlie meeting of the hoitile fleets 
fo great, that, could my private. ^picegns in any way have 
'admitted of it, or rather had I not oeen at fiich a diilance from 
PoitlV'iOUthj’ from whence the armament on the part of Britain 
was out, I certainly (hould have been on boar^ foine one 
ihip of JLord K*bppjei;*s flecjt. 

'ITie rencotmter. which followed on the 27th of July 1778, 
became the fnbjc^ of two other long triaL ; the firft that of Lord 
KEPPEt,''th€ Admiral; the fecond that of Sir Huoh Palliseh, 
the fecond in command, which, far from giving fatisfa^ilon, proved 
only frelh caiile of dilquiet amoug^the officers of the Navy. 'I’he 
ful^edl; was new—jan attack from the lecwSfrd^ it had never oc¬ 
curred before, at leaft Ih thefe later times; and therefripe fT"was 

0 

the lefs wonderful that it might be fubji^l: to apimadverfions, or 
that the mofr able ofricers might diffrr in opinion with re(ge£f to 
the manner of condu^f. Bqt it is remarkable, that not only in 
the courfo of ihefe two long triMs, but«a]ib in^the courfe of the two 
tiials formerly mentioned, pf Admiral Matt^hews in 1744, or 
ilf^t of Admiral Byng in 1756, not oi^ fmgle hint has efcapecl, • 
from any one concerned, that it was po/nllle any thing defe<3:ivcfe^ 
could be attributed to the fyfiem of the attack itfclf, or <hat any a. 
kiiKl of improvenfent ihould be attempted**. 

The 


AUiidtag to what has fintc been put ifi pratSbee*—the cutting tfie 
Uiu‘ afuiuler—the dnee bng the gi^ater patt of* the \brce of a\!e&c againtfa few 
fhjpA, cithtr in the v.in or the fear, or d’vcn mak^ig of jJ btf fft)wcr-failing, or 
dic eacnjy. 



The invcRigadon, howev^ir, of many' things in this engage'- 
-which to me feem^ to be palps&k^'^un^rs, and mcjft im- 
portapty lOufed a delife,!M|& could not feliRed, and hurried 

me on to put in writing Snumber of RriwlureS) accompanied with 
drawings at^ plans, contatniiig^ {ketches of what might have been 
attei^pted iri this new kind of rencounter of Rcets upon con^ry 
tacks, more pardculariy appUcabie to this attack, as it was from 
the leeward, wliich, after ccwumunicaAing to friends,* naval officers, 
and others in my neighbourhood, copies vrere fent tdJ[^adoiw 

The next example of a {5?a-cngagcment which followed, was 
that of Adndral ByJioN the Uland of Grenada, July 6th 1779. 
The attack was from/theVIUdward, and frmilaiw both to that of 
MATTHkt^ and that of ^irural By ng. ^ele attacks, together 
with this of X4ord ^j^l>£X., made ibur caies, in which It appeared 
to ni^illthat neither the difBcuity of bringing 6n an engagement, 
ndr that of puriulng the enemy^ aroie from any abatement in the 
jlpirit of the framen, nor of ^any defrO: in the {hipping, on the 
one iidc, ‘nor even from any fuperiorityi.of {ailing on the other ; 
but mufr be attributed to the unCkilfol manner in which tbb 
atta^ were conduced. 

y )r 

/tn January l7SO, When I wife in London, being fully iih- 
p^efled with the importance of the naval* rideas which long had 
b^n wmrlring in my knd Klbonfcquedce of the ftric- 

tuj^ m ]^rd ifeeppEn’s cn^gement. fent the ye^t 
ap^intment^ j^rpo|e,^ frrttictr %<£&3iunicatiQn on this 

*fobjea* 
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w^ie m^lc bf tjfiy friends. Among tbc lirfl of tliefc, ^ 
an aj^)5nfment with J^r Rich a up Atkinson, the pamcrtUr 
ftitfnd of Sir Gcokoe Roj>NpY, 'wkjSill^ London,, and 

was immediately to iet out to tako t1\e command ol the Iket in the 
Welt Jndies, At this meeting, the whole of my oi> 

the {i)b}e<5l: of J^aval Tadics, for many years b.Kk, was difejufled. 

1 communicated to Mr Atkinson die theories of attack from both 
(he windward and‘the leeward; the lirft as contained in tlic Hvft 
pait of ^tltw«£ffiy ; the laft as contained in the fecond part, now 
puhlilhed a fecOnd time. T particularly ejtpliufted dodrine of 
cutting tlie enemy’s line, . as let forth* in both firft and fecond 
parts. I alfo produced the p 4 per.of on Lord KeppPl’s 

Taicounter of the 27di of July, whihli con?|iued ail my^ncral 
ideas on the fubjed of Naval Tadics. All this Mr Ati^RtsON un* 
clcrtook to communicate to Sir OeoROjb RopNft V, which he could 
have no diflftculty in doing, as I left in his cuftody fketches made 
according to my ufual method^of demonftratiqn, together with thei' 
necelfary explanations. 

li V 

From the heft authosity, I have been irili^rmed that Lorxl 
ftoDNf y liimfyf at all times aefcOowi^J^cd the conimimbation ;* 
and'having, fircSih the lirfF, approved of iny fyftem, declared, even 
before he left London, tliat! fie yould ftddly adhere it ip. ftsht*- 
iug tho enemy. 

Soon after diisi Admiral Rooney failed tvith a fttong fleet for 
t|ie Weft’ Iftdi^ Off ymift^LU. he M iij^ith^ ai^d , 
tured a numtier of Spanilh tranfports j and off*^pe St 
pteetiug with a S^anifti fquadron, he tooll^^ovcr^ftjips, and 
'prifoner tjpn Languara the commandS?'**^'^^ to tl# 
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on tlje’l bth April 1 <;amt lu Oglit of th? Ftcnch 
io the leeward of the P^atiKock,i,wclft xjitd of the 6f 
On the I7th» the French we^ fUll to Icewarc^jt and 
’Adn^iral Aoi>NEy hjr m attack from |)|ie 

^Vipdward. la lus official defpa|cluwi defcriliin]^ die battle, ^ter<J is 
the fottowir^g remai’kablc paifag©; *' At minutes fix 

‘ b the morning, I gave notice, !>)r public lignal, that 
‘ tfcn was to attack tlie enetny^'thiu' with jmy whole force* ’ " 

Tins was a language iitogether new, either Irrmt Adnural 
EoUNhY, or any of his predeceflbrs; and as it was llip firH in- 
ftance in wldch a Britidv Admiral had ventured to devi ite frc*iYl 
the old practice, I could not liclp Inimediaidy afetibing it to the. 
communications I liad mjicfc to Mr Atkinson, as mentioned be¬ 
fore. Elated as I w^ by th® above paflTa^, I y^'J^ difappointed Uy 
anodicr itS^Hic fattie letttr.^ ‘ At fifty mimiJea^ after eleven A. M., 

‘ 1 made the*figni^ % every Ihip to bear down, and fleer for her 

* in the etien^y’s hne, agreeable to the 21 ft Article of t^e 

* Addiiioiwl Hghting ’ 


Afterwards on the lisrth May, and agwnon the i9fh, Admiral 
RooN£V esftme to admits^hrithCount dc Grasse : but I was ( at - 
tfc&ly nimtified, that although, on brilb o^callkms, he met the 
enenjyjan contrary facksj and Ihe leeward, he fhewed no 
"Int&ion whatever of aftempting fo^^t afundcr the enemy’s line, 
Ql' ^ven of ieparating, or cutting off a ftng^e fhip from the reft of 
ihi fine,. s|hShoi^ ^#6^ itawdd have accomplifhed^ with the 
oafei 

In 

I 


Page 7P 


Page 79 


Page 
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In dfonr othjSi; eng.:^enicnts 'which followed, 1. That of Adrni- 
rsd ARavTUNOT* on^tfie I6th March J78l, 6fF tho mouth of ttie 
Ch«iki]peak; Hi, That of Admiral HoOd on the 20th April, off !?oi'fc 
lt6yal,'Martinico i t?* That of Admiral ]g;ARK£K, on the 5th Auguft, 
on thd .Dogger Bank; 4. That of Admiral Ore \.vfs, on die 5th 
Sepn^mber, nff the mouth of the Chclapeak, tlie fbrpaer pra^ice 
was lltl! condnued ; and accoidingly, our fleets did not take a ’ 
hngle iljiip from the enemy, and completely failed to accompliih 
the puqiole of tlieir deflination. And tiiough I muff take'notiLc, 
that Oft the j 6th of March 1781, Admiral Arbuthnot had much 
merit. 111 difaf^ointing the intentions of the French upon the 
(<hclajM}ak, that ofEccr knew notliing bK^’^ond ih^ Old erroneous 
ivftem of Taflics ; and, yery f<)on afterf the French entirely file- 
cneded in their -purpofea in that qiiartcr, tp the gieat mortifi¬ 
cation of the Britiih» ' 

m 

Having convinced mylcif of the that would follow a 

change of fyftem, every firefti defpatch from our fleets gave me 
now pain. The fatal errors^ to wbach our want of fuccefr was to 
' be attributed^ frill prevailed. 

In the mean dine, fb efren as deipatchea with dderiptions of 
tkefe betdes w«e Iwrought home, k waJ^^my prance to make ani- 
inadvcriiooB, anil cQtictjlb tliein» by fighting them over and over 
igain, by meadsa of the fmall mod<^ of ^ 

I cmftantly catmd in my podbet ; every tShSe fumifluAg ^ 

uafrkient on whkdt esstend and manoeuvre the opponent fleets 
pleafuroaod vrliiere f^ry Vtav^que^cm* both with retj^^ 
to fru4ticm)}iAd moivem^t, even of inrery &divsi|»£d Aip, as Veil 
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as thomielvcs, coijl^ be aTwmadv®rt*&<! on this ^^h^y 

fixing a ad ^ILiblHiung my o’«m but alfo^* eii- 

4ib!ing many landfuien to form st jtidgtnette with 'itei|>e<3: to tb6 
iubje^ of Tallies h» well as ^ 

. Qj^en, ^hc£^ occalkms, I had been preiled to pub^0^< tny 
Idea^ 'and had certainly don^ fo k>xig l>efbre, h*id«it not been for 
two obje^lionS, bodi of which Were of gre^it Weight with me. i. 
Not being a profellional mati^ and having even to learn m|iny ol 
the fea terms^ ^|.jth<iught ^acb « work from ttie would come verv ' 
ill recomn\en4^tb'^j^* Having always employed my mind in ine- 
dbuihical ftudi^ ^i;^d m drawing only-t I fmmd myfelf cxtiemcly 
deheient, tdo, in die it of Writings ^ I had therefore wiihotl ter 
find fomc {/F^fofHoqal foaman, who, approving of my idc.i'i, would 
Uth<^ commimicate to tlie public,^or upon means of get¬ 
ting attended to in the Navy% 

w 

At laft, however, I i(pund myiUf ifrefiftlbly impelled, by the 
melancholy .founts of the ttanfa^ions jevhich foliowctl the .'Jth 
‘Septemb^^, 1 i wh<^t Atjaiirai OitEAVfiS, inflead of entering^ 
tlie C!l^fhpeyk^«n4‘rdheimig Lord Col^|^;^w^t.LA6, 4vhkh he could 
havt; dpne *wi^. on^n^^^Klly followed Count de 

to ;j(ea^ ai^e^fck not Icfs feeble and tin-* 

14'^nd hiaafiflf obliged to 
« 54 'bWiVf ne anpy w tUeir fate j 

lt^^.jhofe^thal: btipp^ned on die I0& of the iflaind 

ol 
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wh^n a1)atidoned by* the unfortunate Admiia} Byno 
in 

In proft aUioii of my radical ideas at the time, put in motion 
>\ 103 . 105 . i 7 < 5 . by*the llriAures upon l.ord Kbp!pel*s engagement, on the SJ7th 
of Jidy 17 78 , now twenty**fix years ago, I liad inatfe confideraWc 
progrofs in forming diagrams for illuilrating tlie attack from the lee¬ 
ward, as appearing to me to be both new, and a manotuvre of greater 
ingenuhy than the attack from tlie windward; when it occurred 
P, 23 . 24 , thai, In cuinpoling on Eflay on Naval Tadics in general, it would 
be nccdlary to begin by faying fmnetliing, 1 , Ou the mctliod of 
r. 27 . attwick in the cafe of lingle ,lhipt»; jOn the mode of bringing 

ra number of (Iwps* or that of great JJeets, to^adion: and f had, by 
way of iilufi ration, ^macle a colJedion of engagemciua-which Jiad 
E ^ 4 . jiD. s^c. ibrmcrly taken place, llich as that of Admiral Matthfws in 

1744, that of Admiral Bvnc in 17;S(), and of Lord Keppki *’8 
* • • ^ 
in 1778, &c. j to whichr were added, plans, with obfervations, 

founded upon defpatchcs from the dbveral^ Admirals. And laying 

hold of an opportunity«to read this Eflay to a number of genlle- 

*^men aflfembled on purpofe, it W'as fo^ much approved of, that I 

VMS entouraged tp fmilU it immediately, that, being pnblifhed, it 

might btj of fome ufo in ^h© very criiical fituation w’^e were 

*hrought into by this lafr misfortune and'difgrace of, our Heeta in 

the mouth of the Cli^fape'ak. 

m. Tlie Attack from the leeward, it is trfie, was the full b%uh to' 

J»C wrotcl But as the materials of tlxc attack fregn the windward" 

* V 

wire 
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«^eTfc m greptir forwardiicf^ it dcttn;iuinca that tlijs part ot 
fh^rubjt?£t, the attack, from the windwaid, {hould be firfl exetfnt-* 

Cu ^ and accotdingly> after getting it iinilbed with aa great ija^ed as 
pofTible, it way pubbihctl Iw the iftof January 17S2. A tew co¬ 
pies, only 50 in number, were printed, and Itanded about among 
frienda: fonje copies 1 rook the lllicrty to prefent to |>rofeirianj3 
Very fbon, however, I famul that my ivRem, fo far as n 
then weiTt, IuhI excited a good deal of attention ; ar^d I w.\s m’uLh 
gratiiiecl by the many Raneriiag letters ot approbatioii v\ hidi 1 ro- 
eeived^ not only fiom men of letters, but from naval of 

diRingiuOtcd ajipit, and of the IdgheR rank. Thus encourageu,' 
f was advifetl to fohd copies to his Majest \’s MiniRers at the 
nme^ which was in SpWng nH'>, aad my opinions, if luR, n<v 
doubt delerved tlie Immedutd attention of Govemment. 

Our afiairs at Tea. after took a different turn; and 1 have 
tjuc 6 hMi the great fatisfaaion to fee, by the adoption ot my I'yf 
tem^ a decided and permanent fup^rfonty given to our fleets. I 
flmll lay nothing, in thb pUctj, of the bnl^iant enterpiije of J.onl 
Hood for the relief e£ St Chnftophurs^ the account of wlndi 
arrived at^it this tune. ^ 'j. he p\iUic joy oci this gloiious occaliw’i 
had not iubfidcd, when intelhgetice came of «Jie memorable and 
gloriole,viSlgry gained by Tord ^<3 iWev, the latJi April^ P , 4 . 

i 4 vkTiry^ far decHive and important than any vluch 
had beeh -'gained by our fleets during the laft centiwy. The 
gttntyral waa i 1 pattered myftlf 1 could 

diiH#{yt?ei'ceiv^/eveK froii firR of tho* engage- 
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lit, that tho vi^ory yvas owin^ to tive adoptiott of tny. lyflem ; 
atui cfpocially to the fhanwimc of cutting;^^ the cnciny^s Hue in Ht- 
tatkltTg fioin the leeward. 

Sh'CroRCE RoONr'i htmfcJf, when ho at lived in Britain^ 
ino^e no hiuple acknowledge, tJiat I had luggefted the mart- 
aiivres hy which he had gained the vidtoiy of thtt llJthof Api'll 
I ni^ hero alfo be periniltcd to oblcrve,, th^t although 
S*i C^ruRtJr ilioiild be fuppofod to ha\c liad tho merit ot ad¬ 
opting ^the mancvuvie by which he gained the vivllory <»f the 
jctii Apia without any jnevions Jtiggeftion 02 knowfedge 

c<i my idea’s upon the hibjtcl, fhll y im{>oiIib}e to deny the 
eflkicy of tho method; and' the fyftom o'^ which it proceotled 
iAight ha\c rema 1 ncd^unknQW'i% and uncxpUincil: And perhaps it 
would not have been followed in other mftawceH, had not my 
FfTay attradlcd the notUe of the Navy • for ^the manoeuvre was 
lb new and uncommon, and fo lit^e agreeable to the Ibrmfer prac- 
tice» that its adoption by Oeorok Rooney, as well «is its 
confeqiiences in that inftance, muft* naturally have been aicribed 
to accident or good fortune, more clpecially as Sir G 1:0 roe 
fhtd not, on former occalions, departeds, ^rom the old rulers; and, 
in hit> defpatchcs giving an account of this victory, made no alia- 
Tjon to the manoeuvre as a ne\s‘' one, from which he# had.antece- 
denily expetfled fuch effeiS^g; foi^ whicK reafon^ ^^^hugh I w^I 
not prelunre to eftimate die merit, or put ^ value on the inven^ 
tion«a|^ ofjfignal uie to v^y country, 1 will not dhgnife the fadsfeo 
don, and even the coniic^tioh I have, in thinking%(in wliichtjthav© 
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.been by pajany) tlid.t 1 ha^e been the jneoiis of intrcxlucvig. 

\\hlch has given to tUd Britifh Tkcts that 
over their erLemiet., to winch the gallantry and 
Ikih of the officet^ and fficn, and the conftiu^ion and foice of 
the Ihlp^ alway$ entitled them* 

^ rl* 

M&jt I 
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FART i. 


intr 5 dwctiqn. 


U PON inqtlirillg’ into tJbc traniaAj9)a8 the Britifli Navy, 
duniw die two laft waiW' ^ th& nrefent it ib 


^ duiing die two laft ^ the prefent it 

remaikabl^ that, when fi ngl^ iJdps ha^ erjce^nlcred oik* an¬ 
other, oT when two, hr even tliree, have been engaged of a fide, 
Bridfb^ "iWmen, H ions on' ^erv" occ^fion, hive ncvei 

K ! Yl' ^ i >■ ■* ^ 

faded to exhibit inihmees Of fkllful, ^^satifandT^p, intrepidity, and 
pel feveranee^j yet, when teVi, #\irty great Ihips have 

heen ailcnabh-’d, ahd'foitTfttjd in it it c<^«any remark- 

fe. abic. 


wai* is underfloOif ||ie'AtneifiH^ Wt-y b. 

IiAincdfcately.a^l^r the of 


nntncdfcately.atl^tr the ol l^rd UomM;^ilis t 

arttjyV im con^qU€rtqt: of ruWQ^mtvr*^ Jth tlic ' 

fleet olF t]»e mfWth of ONly were prmtc^l, 

:«ntr at that nine 








naVS^l tactics. 

that, in no one inftance, has ever a proper exertion btjen 
made,* any thing memorable achieved, or even' a fhip loll or won 
on either lide 


^Whoever (Indies the hi (lory of the limes, will bcrconvinced of 
the truth of both tliele aflcrtious. But many, without properly 
attending to the firft, acknowledge, and endeavour to account for, 
the lai>, by infniuating, that as our Teamen, whatever they were 
in ft)ni»er times, are now, in no relpfc^, preferable to thofe of 
our rivals,'it would be alifurd to expert from them a greater 
degree of exertion ; and that tlie (hips^of our enemies, being bet» 
ter conftmt\ed, have had it alwli^ in their power to avoid an 
^gagement, by* outfailing us. As*lhefe Opinions, unliappily, 
have already had too much influence, even atnong fcainen, it 
will he partly the bufinefs of the following Trtjatile to ihow, that 
they are ill-founded ; and that it, is neither to any ab.itemcnt of 
ipirit in our m6n, nor even to any fault in the conUriiclion of 
our ihipping, that the want of fuccefs in tjic late great foa-baitles 
ought to be attributed. 


% 

From our infulhr frtuatiop, we are led to avail ourfclves of a 
naval force, in fomo fuch tljanncr, as that in which alU ani als 
arc directed to make ufe bf thewweapons or talents' with which 
nature has furniflied them, whether fr^r llipport or defence. 


Why 




' h(^it}k«£r tbc gtiUam oil m Chtillophcis, monftoruble 

t ath of Apiit, took place till die ipthig foUwvang! • ‘ 
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I N T R O D U C T I O 14. 

t 

Wh)^ the cfTttSl of this Y^ropcnfity to Tea affairs was not niorc 
cotlfptcuous iu the earlier part of oiir liiftoiy, may be accouhi U 

'A -» • « 

fot Ukewife from otir iofular lituattoru Occupied with d;l’putes, 
while divided into two kingdoms, our attentioii was withheld 
from the reft of Europe j and, feparated as an iiiand, we wcie * 
much lefs ^lie ohjedl of foreign ijiterfercnce : But, as fcKfn as 
thefe internal difputes. began to fubfide, which in a great mea~ 
hire they did, ffOm the influence tliat the hope of fuccee’ding 
Elizabeth had upon AIarv Qiueen of Stots, *and licr fon 
James, this naval dirpofttion broke forth with irrcfiftibl^' force; 
and, chevilhed by fucceftive improvements iu commerce, evciy 
obftnidliQn being removed by the Union of tlie two kingdom^, 
it lias produced eft'e<ft8 which^ Vavc <been the admii'ation of the 
worlcL 

It is obvious th;^fe^fTom the greater extent of coaft, number cd 
bays, dangerous ferries, and f^om tfre various fea-carriage w file It 
our produce confequently reqUirear, greater portion of our pc‘ 0 - 
pie muft he bred to sr feafari^g filfb than is ncccftavy iu other na¬ 
tions, From thefe. qaufes, as weH ast ^om the teinpeftuous na¬ 
ture ofr our feas, rapidly of Our tides, and Inconftancy of oiu 
climate, it may be expe<Sted^ that our frameil, bchdes being nu- 
iperous^ ought at the fame time to* ^acquire cpunpge and dextenty 
fuiScient to* encounter fhe to wliich they mult una¬ 

voidably and cdnftantly be expoftyd j and that, from a combina¬ 
tion of aU thefe circumftanceSy ai national charadler will aril'e, 

^ -t ^ • 

diftinguifhed by a hardy and perfevering intrepidity, , whichy 
wLthouJ^ fryph ci^iles, ca^i never exift. * 

B St A* 
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A iM'epofleflion in favour nf ont:’s countryinen ks I'^oth nafiiral 
ami cointnendable ; but, ,where they have uijdeit.'.kcn and uni- 

, iff • * ‘ V 

fonnly fiicceedod in great and glorious, ehljef^‘>n/.e,% it does not 
rec|Lure the influence of national prejudkea to conclude that they 
arc diAinguilhcd by an extraordinary chacailer, V^'hether this 
nK\y have arilhn entirely from the emdes above ef].umeratod, or 
In IbiTie degree alfo from the milui^ of our government, is not 
the object ctf our prefent inquby; it is fnifici’ent, for the purpofe 
of rlf-s KHay, that fuch a chara6:cr is actiiaiQy found to*exHtiu 
this ilhjud. 


During the reign of ELrz AB;ETB,^iiQt to dw^'clJ upon the £i- 
inousexpedltionsof 0 R AK.K'j NoKitis, lutd die Earl 

of CCJMBE11I.A for which, we refer to our belt hihorians** 
where cun a more iflullrious example/>f navnh fkili be met with, 
than the coudu^l dilplayed in the of the Span^isu 

Aumada ? in wrhkh. we may.obfijrve that die prudence of fnilain- 
ing a ckfeuee, by luflering'dvat iminenfc armament to ivallc Us 
force in a contention with the winds and waves, w^as no lei's con-' 
fpkucus than, the intrepu%y w’^ith which die repeated attacks were 
imde.—Sni Martin exploits^id dcatli h^fpre the 
hai'bour Brcll rdSe^lit .addifioiiai glory on his ^uutrymeu.—-Nei¬ 
ther ought die Jtpirhed beli^our of Jamls Lanc asti^r before 
Feniatnbuco, in the Brazil^ to bo forgotten. Meehig the fliore 
lined with great numbers of die enemv, he. ortlcred, his ,inen to 
row d^tjir boats with iuch violence againll die ihorc, as to fplitv 

them 


* .$« Chup.,51, and 53. 410 c-u. 
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tliem in pkoc*s. I5y ttjis bold a«^lion dopiivcJ hlb men of 

^siU hope cd' rM"rninj5, unlofa by vi<9.oryj and ttanilicd tl\e enemy, 
who fled after ihdrt"reiillaucc.—^We may aU'o mention tlie (l- 
cond oate*y)rUV iit f’adiij;, wlicn Ji^sEX threw his hat into die fea. 

-—But the true chara<3:cr o€ tile Britilb failor is lb juftly tiilpl »y-. 
ed in the ^eliftancc made by S^iK Richaej> Ori:in^- 

ViLtE, in a ft4pi againrt: a numerous Spanilh fleet, as de- 

fonbed by hit* Home,' that ant accclunt of the action pioll here be 
given in the veiy We&sls of that great hlfbori^n. 

% 

• 

“ JjOKO*lIow ARD’b^ng fisnt with a fquadron of feven tlvp> 
to 'ititcacc^ die Weft fleet, was attacked by a Spaniflt 

•* fqnadrou of 'flfty-fife fail.^ 'By ftie cc^urageons obftiiiacy of 
Sir Ricuarjo Oreenvic.ee tb© Vice-Adniiial, who refilled 
“ to matke fail with thp reft <?f flbe fquadroti, one fbip was taken, 
** b^ng the iirfl: Kn^ifti^taafi of war ftlat iallen into the handxS 
of the*Spaniards. This atXioML of SiR Richarp CuErNvu.LE 
is 111 fuigular as to merit a more*particular deftrlptioii. He 
“ was engaged aloh^ »vith the wllole Spanifli fleet, of fifty-five 
**«fai), which htdi ten ftiQitfknd men 4 m board ; and from the 
“ time thb fi^r begUn, which was about in the afternoon, 

**' to the br^ak of 'day next morning, Jie repuUed the enemy fif- 
“ teen times? thou^^ had cojcrltoaiiy Ihlfitxl their vtUcIs, * 

“ and boarded with frefh mim* ^ Itt th# beginning of the a^Slion, 
** he hitiifelf received u *vV($un<f, but he continued doing his duty 
** above de%k till eleven^Rt night, wHen^ receiving^ a frcfli wound, 
he ws^Bt carried il<nvu to be dtefi^. * 

« « # i 

JCfuringi,tliis openidon, lie received R fhot id the ihea<r; and 

“ the 
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^tiG furgcntx was liis The I'-n^llili began nov<r 

“ to want pow4cr ; uli their arms were brQko,,or become uh’Icfs t 
“ of Iheir number, which was but a Imndretl and three at llrfl, 
“ forty vyerc killed, and alinoft all the reft wouvided ; their mafts 
“ \yere beat overboard^ their tackle cut in pieces, and nothing 
but a hulk left, unable to niOve One way pr^ other. In this It** 
.** tuation. Sir Richard propoled. to the (hip’s* company to trull to 
“ the-tnercy of <^od, not to that of the Spau|;^ds, and to deftroy 
the Ihip, with themfelves, rather than yield to the enemy. The 
maficr-gunner, and many of the feamen, agrectl to this delpe- 
“ rate refolution ; but others oppoled it,, and obliged Orlknvij-I.E 
“ to furrender himielf prifonev. died a few days after ; and 

“ his laft words were, ** .jUere*‘«iie I RiCHA>tD OreknVille, 
** with a joyful and «.juiet mind, for that 1 have ended my life as 
** a true Ibldiiw* ought to do, fighting for his country, his Queen, 
“ religion, and honour. My foul willing^ departing this body, 
**■ leaving behind the ..lallmg fame of having behaved ‘as every 
** valiant .Ibldier is in duty bound to do.” 'fhe Spaniards loll in 
** this fbarp, though unequal action, fom: Ihips, and about a 
“• thoufand men; and CMeekville’s veflel herfelf penihed fopn 
after, witji two huiitlred Spaniards on board ” 


. It would be^ endlefe to^enunxerate ^ pvery acliieifemcttit, where 
tlie capture, almpft oC.evay (hip,', mufl have fumilhed material^ 
for a particular panegyric-: • Mr treating of this fui>- 

jedl,* exprefles, hiinfblf. in tJie following, manner: In every 
** a£Uon, the Englifh, though thty had ,lpng enjoyed ^domeftic 
“ peace, dilcovered a ftrong military difpofitionJ^ and the Queen, 
“' though herf^" a heroine, found snore frequept occafion to , 

fc ^ * * 

“ reproach 


Sec ch; ^43. (irft edit. 4 to. 
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reproach her Genei*ala for encouraging their tomcjity, than foi 
co\JUtenancing tlicir fear or caution.” However nniclf Ki.t- 
yABETH might wiih to* temper the ardour of h-r fubjo^fLs ou * 
fbnie occafious, on others flie doOs not leem to he wanting in 
her endeavf)ifr8 to roule their j(pirit fufliciently ; for, in a harangue 
iKjfore Parliament, when {|)eakiag of the Spanyb ArwaJa^'^M^ 
faid, JJut I am informed, that when he, Philip, at<emi»tcd this 
“ laft invalion, ibme ujwn the iea-coaft forfook their townlied 
“ up higher into the country, and left all naked and cxpr'lotl* 
to his entrance; but I fwear unto you, by Ood, if I knew 
“ tiiofe perfons, or may know of any that ihall do io hcrc.dtcr, 

“ r will make them feel what,i4t is to be ib fcaifui in lo urgent a 
caul'e. ” ^ 


NotwithfiantUng great attention which Ej.iTiABETii gave 
to the Nlivy, yet, at her deccafd, it CQniified of forty fmall tliipa 
only, of which number fgur dief not exceed forty guns, 
and but two of th^e amounted to a thoufand-tons; twenty- 
three others were below five hundred^ tons ; of the reft, foinc 
were of and (bme Teven did not exceed,twenty tons ; and 

the whole number of guns l-ieloiiging* to this fleet was 77+. If. 
fuch brillhint and glorious performed by fo iuconlf- 

deraWe a force,' \vliiit might wo hbt c3fc^'£t from our navy in its 
prefent ftate ? For the honour of thh Eiiglifli at that time, it mull 
ho remarked, that, while the Royal Navy confifteit of thclc *forty 
fttips fo grj^t the national fpirit, and fo much it\ 

nniteti, thtit rfn iitfinite ihnnbcr of other Ihips of war wa^ Ibou 
filled our, as%weU by private.gF^dcirten, at iheif own cxpcuce, as 
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b)' ibc clifu'iont fea-ports. Thus, the ill co^ictsrtcil \ b«t fbrmiH 
dih\ attempt of the SpamJlj Armada^ by faitlici cxcitij^ the 
tcibnimcnl, and aillmliiig llic greater qccafton of gratifying tine 
military ge<iut> of tlio nation^ now about this period lirft feri- 
oiiilv eseited in naval entcrprlie* toay be faid to have laid the 
foundation for tliat renown, ^uph, ever tince, has been main- 
* dned with fb great fpirit. ^ 

e 

' i>ne would have th6ught, however, that the Naval force fhould 

A 

ufi liavc incicafed nmeh during the iclgn of h i.tviabftii’s fuc*" 
cthbr J\Mi s, when it is coniidered, f^iat die pra<atice of the Eng- 
Kdi inckchants then was to cany <vi their trade in foreign bot¬ 
toms ; ytt, from the 1 when the number of (eamon, upon 
a comput itiou, amounted to i bntU thier* year ifijio, at the 

< lining a£ the domeilic troubles, that n&abcr was found to be 

niph d. 

K 

% 

After an intemd of twelve years, the Butch war was the next 
oj^ci'fion of a farther difjday of our Naval chara<iter. But,*'it 
lie lit be obfeivcd, thSut, while the Fii^Hfh fcamcn had been fo 
often engaged, and gen^^r^ly fuccelsful, in the lefler battles, ot 
raihei t tci-piifes, yet> till/tfbw, ^oy had never been tilled in tlie 
grc^itci, where a numbOT of Ihips weie ad^'inbled tog^ber. 
liowever, ilieir wortted Infrepidity, far fiom forfakiiiig them 
on this new anil uno^tpcfdtvnced occ.dion, *<bemod to be augm<^tit- 
td, or rather exalted to a fhito of cijrthxifi^ftic fur^^ tvhich 

was 
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wa$ fupporteil witji an Xlftrcmitling perfe^tfvancc during the 
of thrtJe drcadftil twirs; in the fiHl of ^^diich we had T\iric pi^dl- 
cd b^sjltles i in tlie lecond five ; and in the third hot !cfs thin five 
alfo; making in all nineteen general engagumenrs ; in one cjf • 
which the fight was feheWed S>r iht^ee additional days fucceilivo- 
ly ; in anotficr 'fe two td^ys j and in a idiird for Ohe day ; which 
may taitly he iRated '‘%r other ei$gagement$; making, when 
taken mgether^ twi?t!fc^-five days df general a^Aions.* And, what 
would now be ceihfidered as rldx6n!ons ami imi>ra£licahle, many 
of the officers appoWed to the cotittnahd c>f Ihefe fleets had 
never been in fea-ferv5ce dll they were |>afl the of foity, 
and feme even of fiSfiy yeahs# jDf lafl number was Blake, 
who, although ffeitowned fop'the iimf obfiinatis battles he had 
been engaged iny patdeuhafy thaf in the Downs, where he had 
no more than iSips, did not reluie the combat when 

attacked by forty-twer^ps of the enemyy led on by the great 
Van Trump. Yet for nothing he more confpicuons tliaiA 
for his patriotic virtue. When ^ oppofl6on to the party then 
in power, ** It is ftiff mar duty, ” laid he- to the feaihen, “ to 
** fight for our cmihtx^y Into , ^hands the government 

may fill!. 

In all of. thefe cntezfiri^, Whed^ *Widi the Spaniards or <ht 
whedicr in making On caftles, ffiips in bar- 

bouts, Or encorintcnhg^fliip vdth in dtofe aClton, and ibrined 
in lin^df battle, we Qiall find the Brhifb whether equal 

or in^tko' in tyimbei, victorious or worHed, invariably fired wiffi 
fuch enthufiyiftk courage, that ihdb batdes, tfaOugh not, always. 

/‘C decifivc. 
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\vcrc eoaftantJ^'iiicirkod with flrong cficct; ten, twenty, 
thiit)., or more lliips, being taken or tJ^flroyed, mo thouiand 
iiiv-n kHlcd, and as many taken piifouers. 

I'hcrefore, without derogating from the gallant behaviour of 
the Dutch, which was equally diljdayed in thoie ^ars, we ai*e 
bound, horn thefe proofs and examples, to believe, that Britilh 
feanicn are, by n4ture or habit, endued with a peculiar, extra- 
ordinal y chara<Sl€n And, though the fpirits of the people might 
have l»«icn, for a little time, deprefled by the unfortunate battles 
of iieacby-head and Bantry-hay, which were fought feme time 
after; yet the natural impreflions, Co jufUy in favour of our 
l\amcn, fuon recovered -our confidence ; wluch was lb much in- 
creafed by the battle ILa Hogue, that, many years afterwards, 
the vi^lories off Malaga and MefSna w^re thin^ to be cxpe<ftcd 
of couife. 

Tlie long intervals between thefe., anions, and that of tlie war 
J743, nowiie abated the fanguine impreiEons refpedting our fea- 
tueii. Much effect was ^pc£tc<l firom the powerful fleet fetJt 
into the MeditciTaqean\mder the coniinahd of Matthews and 
JLeSTOCK, who encountered the combined fleets of France and 
Spain on tlie I itlT of February 1744» Bv*, intending aftefwards to 
give a more particular delcription 6f this alKiir, wp fliall only add, 
that Matthews, who commanded, accompanied with the Marl- 
borouyi and Norfolk, his two leconds a-hel^l and together 

jvitli the Berwick in another place,* broke put from the line of 
battle, got within a proper diilance, and fbught vt^th great brave- 
ry j but, being Ul fv^f^xtod by the-^reft *of the fleetf little more 

was 
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was done, than to (how what cannon-mbtj at a reafonablc jMw 
taitce, might The two Admirals mutually acciifed each 

other; and Matthews, in confequence of a trial, was-^brokc. 
But the late Kiug, without attiending to the nice diilin<Sl;lous which 
had determined ^e Couit-martial, and being iatisfied that, the 
Admiral had* behilw like a brave man, refufed to confirm *the 
fcntence* 

Happily fome ‘other mor^ opportunities offered, 

during tlic courfe of this war, in which; having a greatel’ fupe* 
riority, we were more fhcce^ffii. THcfe were, the capture of die 
May fleet by Admiral Ha^kb \ the^rbyage round the world by 
Lord Anso^dt ; hh bold attack of dhe Atdptiico fhip, fo mucji 
his iupcrior in force; his capture hf fix Frezich fhips of tlie line 
and Indlamca in O^^ben* ' 

Thefe, with the unremitting exi^ons In the many leflcr fea-*- 
combats, removing the evil tnkprffltons m£»e by the mifcarriage 
in the Mediterranean,* we flill flatt^ed otirielves that the glory 
of the Britifh flag wsiB yot ttntarnifhed^ 

But, be that as it may, we cotua het, without ibme emodon^ 
rocai to mind thofe ti^mendt^ ani| j^lorious battles with the 
Dutch, In which the ^irited'and Uf^fd e^iteitions of our feamcn 
had {>ecri ib juflly ceh^lfeatefl, fhat, ^when the lad war broke out, 
oitr''mip(!te^were fo p^^OfleflM enthufladle' par^lity, that 

thei^ Weif^ but "dH our countrymen whor did not ftririly believ^ 

and triid, th^t; if one &itifh ^IkAr was not a i^atch for ,two of 
the enemy, he was «Ieai[l a X^ry being* 

C 3 
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e J^ow great, thei% diftqppoin£m.ent of the natloii»wh<^ 

it was known., that A^nrikral Byno, comtnandjyng' a BiitUh 
of Aif^rlor force, in a gGoerai engagemej&t with tlie FreiKhy 
without lofing a ihip, without the lofs of a man,. Jhalf of 

Kia /ieet not having Iked a had ackaowiedged 

worfted, by flying Gihraitar, ahoindonkkg iSteaorc^ and leav¬ 
ing the garrilbn ^ |he mercy of the enemy, who were theft 
mafleis of the fea I 


* ]Vlc«mwhilie, it is witli afloniflimem that wc mull: remark.the 
mnumerabie teUkr eemfli^ dmdng the coitefl) of thie wxir, w|iere 
examples of pesfev^ng^cou^igc a^d <hunng if»n!epidity were in* 
variably cxhibtiDe^^ lift, i^^iyate as well aa pubUe ikeVice^ and gene* 
rally of fuch that ^ne of iKhet* of th^s eomhatants^ of nec&f- 

flry, was obliged to flrike. * A complete^ catalogue o£ which* how¬ 
ever acc^>i;able» would be too great for the b^nds bf tins work. 


it BUiili he» owned, fbveral fortimAte and in^portant 

occaflpns ocevixredr duilekg tibe eoujs&i of iHSa war, where nunnt* 
bers of, ^tp$ were aflembldd, pardcetoly thlM^ of Hawses with 
Con FLANS 5 but then' the enemy, though nearly ckpziai, after 
di&overing great wexit of diftermina^on, fairly ran away, with¬ 
out coming tO an engagame^ had 4 great *hip^ioi^ 

licy Oft all thefsi oo^afiona, excepdng the bne now mentioned, thou 
decifion that took placa, by meana of that toerioxiiy, will n^Xsor 
deftroy the force dta general oblbrvationj^ 


Again, while ym r^esjssxk thsa woitdmi&h wtei€lofts, and"^ eon*( 
ftant fuccefs, atteodb^ the-kfler wlulc wc remaidr 

how 
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hew h€«!Mr Oiir beea put to fe\|.ic< 

tna^^ we««ih0r^ during the ilt>»n« oi' 

wiiMiexri^ ’the enemy noit dmaiqsg to fet out th«dr * ; \^ li/fixy rf- 
ter recDlled\ion,» we^jfenuwk, th^t, to the n*uner(jsu^i, boUl» and 
fucceid^l enterppdie^ ^ m^hi^ pG;rformed during tHe Jaft 

1814^ yeoib^ add tluot 'ou§r eneiTiji^ only iuigle diigrdce 

'whkh btfel us at Q^tbam to ec^UoteihidaB^e ia grea^ an >ac* 
tkouid we nofi at the fame dmo r^3;!ark, jhat ^his boated 
intrepidity, thib l^iKT^veziiiig coumg^ BtitiiK feasaaeo, 1ms never 
once been brought to tidal, whore li;^would have been \>£ the* 
greateflr iuiporUnce; thal ist in tho” greater eugageiuoma} of 
which^ beeauie thlLs Ihq^ionorky had ait opportunity of 

being difplayod^ the xe^ik has aiwaye been th^ &anev namely, 
t1)at, m om ;ft«et^ th» twQ laft wai» and the 

prefaut, have beeor Sn^^nW^ bs^ib^ nay wodl:ed» without having 

’ ever lo£t a Ibi^t ot 3Sbt¥>^ a 

• ♦ 

f 

While d%e^ clri^^gjUaoi^^ }^' It not evident^ and 

will it not W admifit^d** diat one ^ three tbh^gs be the 
cifher tha^ oui'' enc^ns^ the l^^ehi aeqmred a hipetior 

knowledge^ have adopted' ibxne new fyilent mana^ng great 
fleetb, npt 'l^own, or not attended^ to by us ? or * 

thab.,on !ko pther haind|*iRO batye jgscffilled In follQw|i;ig lome 

oUl<i 


t .i . . . ... 

e « * 

v< Alia«nag W thr iA Bodih €biti$ !dybaydaiing\ 

the hift ta.vrat^,f^ar-d^ madaimr <4 va«viy» ia- wintet <<» 

tveU^4« in fummy. 
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V)ltl mcihocl, or whicli, from iiitor improvement^ 

tHight to liave been ic;je€Ved ? Or, Jailly,, thaj; thcfe mifcarriagc?, 
lo ofteb, and fatally repeated, muft have prcKeeded fr<ini a want 
of fpirit in out feamen ? 

But as, from the many inftances given, botli of public and 
-private exertion, the^fnind mud revolt at this lall liippfdition, it 
follows, that thesfe repeated mifeaniages mufb 'have pioceeded 
Iron) one or other of the two iirft, or from both ? 

During the courfe of the wars with the Dutch, bclorer,men¬ 
tioned, much improvemeitf was made* particularly in the inven¬ 
tion of fignals^ . But the naval indru'Stions then framed, al¬ 
though founded upon experience and obfervation, and though 
tliey might be admirably fitted for fighting ijj narrow feas, where 
ihele battles were fought; yet, fham later experience, it will be 
found, that they-have bcen*hut ill qualified for bringing on an 
ailioii wuth a fleet of French fhips# unwilling to fiand a Ihock, 
having fea-rca^m to range iu at pleafure,* and defirous to play 
off mano’^vr^s of deduce' iong ftudled with the greatell attefi- 
tion. 

‘ But if it were poffiblelhat there could have remained a dotibt 
of the truth or force* of tnefe obfervations before the breaking 
out of the prefent w:arj will not this doubt be refolved, if .they 
lhall l>e confirrrifed by every cafe that ha^ followed {mc^^ who- 
/tlier we confider the intrepidity and .exertion fo^ confpicuous in 
fhe leffer conflicts, or the defe^f of dbndudf and^ addrefs, fo pal¬ 
pable 
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pable in mod of the greater engagements, although, at the ffim* 
time, our Admirak, whether by good fortune, by Ikllful fearnan- 
fliip, or by pennifRon of the cnemy^ have never failed, ofi every 
occafion, to acquire tlieir wilh, ‘vm. the circumflance of l>eing to 
windward ; e)sccpting, indeed, on thofe occalions, wliere ■ ilie 
French have chofen to keep fuch an advantage, without avail¬ 
ing them (elves of it p a circumftance which is plainly a confir¬ 
mation *that their fyftem or mode/ia ” different frofn ours, and 
that they are uniformly determined never to be brought to niakn 
tlie attack, if it can be avoided. 

From all which tlaefe tHree conclyfilons will naturally follow: 
\fl^ That) in bringing a fingle fhip to clofc iiCiion, and in eoudu^l 
during that a<£l:iGn, the Britifh feamen have never been excelled : 
^dly^ That the (by which’is meant the method hither¬ 

to pra^Ued of anran^ig great ffeets^ lb as to give battle, or to 
force our enemy, the Frehch, to giv^ ba^afe upon equal terms), 
after fo many and repeated having been found unfiiccefifut, 

muff; be 'Wrong i And, ffldt* cm the other hand, the French 

having repeatedly and iinitbntily followed a mode which fins 
conftantly the efffjiEl intended, they therefore mull have adopted 
fome new Tyffem, which we have not difeover^d, or have not • 
yet profit^ Iw the dilicdi^ry* 

' But, it maiy be Have thd French ever effbffed^ any 

thing d^cilivc againft Have titey ever, in any of tJtci'c 

rencoimters,' takqn any <rf Our fffipsl Flave they ever, prefumillg^ 

5 pop 
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upon tlicir /uporirtf fktJl, dared to make die •attack. No* iSut^ 
coniid^nt in their fifpetior knowledge in NavaLTadlic*?, and rely¬ 
ing on onr want of penetration, they have eonftantly ofFeretl 
\i*> banle fo Jcewartl, trufting that our headlong courage ■would 
hurry O'* on to make the cuftomary attack, though at a dilad- 
vantage almoft beyond the power of calculation ; the conftv 
quetices of which Iiavc always been, and alway? will be, the 
fame, as long as prejudices prevent ns from difcerniug either the 
impro^'cmetits made by the enemy, or our owm blunders. 

To be completely viCforioiis canne^ always be in our power ; 
but, to be conlhintly bafflcs.1, and rc|>cated^y denied the fatisfac- 
tion of retaliation, almoll on every occafion, is not only iham&* 
fill, but, in truth, has been the cat\fe of all our late misfor¬ 
tunes. 

« -» 

Before concluding this pent of the fubjci^t, it may be proper 
fuiihcr to hblei*ve. That, though bur apgrehenlions of fuffering 
in character and import^ce, as a Naval Po'wer, might hawe 
been very great at the bresdting* out of the war with the Colo¬ 
nics, from an idea that the recent tnereafe of that import-tiiee 
bad arifun alone* from the growth of thefo Colonies ; ^et, fiom 
experience, from the gre^st^. exertions fiiadc, and from the con¬ 
tinuance of the wstr it. has been clearly proved, that that 

incroafe muft h^ve arifen from other refemrees, which wlH every 
^ay mote and more be found to cxift in the MothercCountry 
herfelf At tlie fame time, from that fupedor .’cxerdoii, fo con-r 
fraatly and gloribufly 'cwdubited by our feamen in the lellep 
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' "v 

V 

as well during the courfe of the prefent as of the two 
laft wars, wc may reft fadsfted that ' the character of thj* Bii- 
tifti tar is not in the leaft dcbofed^ but ftili as predominant as {‘or- 
mcrly. 

* * 

Hence, if t!ic American Colonies fttall accomplilh tlicir wiOied- 

for reparation, Britain, by her force being more colle^fed, and 
with thcfe rcfources, will yet be nxotre powerful tliaii ever. 


D 


NAVAL 










i>ijp 1\ ,by l 5 »ing-to (as in fig. 2.), would prc(efit a Irt'oadfide of 
.forty ht,.ivy guns bearing upon B, during a coiU*(e <>f two miles, 
in which fljol might takv-* cffeiSi, uhile B, iu this politiou, 

(Plate I. tig. 2.), has it only in her power to bring tfie two light 
guns of her Ibie-caillo, or bow-rhate, to bear on F, a difid vantage 
greatly cvrt'eiling twenty to one. But the receiving Ihip f» hy 
ing hro.idfidc to, will liave all her mads and rigging more oj>eu, 
i^nd, cj>~vJequentIy, will allow Ihot to paf‘> withlefs cflfeiSt; b'M'twen, 
aho, will be lefs expofed to the impreflion of fiif-t, as ‘r muft take 
the bre* ulththe fhip only ; whereas,th<* thip B, coming end« 
wife down, mud be greatly adecled by every (hot that may take 
p] lee in the extetidve are.i of her hull and rigging ; the mads and 
ihrowds, fri^m being teen in a line, aiuLthe whole tpace, frt'nn the 
fituatlon, being quadiuply darkened with rigging, a /hot taking 
place in that area, therefore, mud oorry away fomething of cimfi- 
dciabJe conleqiience ; and a dyit taking place in the hull mud rake 
tlie men fi*om one end of the (hip to the odter: Which fituation, 
f'l* pofiiion of B to F, is upderdood to mean, that the Ihip B },s 
valfed by the foii^ and the *confequence would be, that B 
would be difablcd in her rigging, long before (he could ar¬ 
rive 



N. li. In what follows, W6 have confined ourfclvee move pavtiyularly to the 
fiom the WJhdw.ini; referving vdiat fcitttcs to the attack frbm the Lcc- 
fj> -iw aftii part of tlie Work. * ^ * 

» ■' * 

Tht'H’ tUh fl ipi^arc fn<tJingoifhcd hjr a retl coloiir» and letti^ of rpJEetvKi^t^- 
b witli tliL alphab t and cnimg at ; an3 tfte. ^hb^8 of the enemy 

d.n nguiihvd by a b^ck*oh>ur, viith letters beginning at F. 
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rive at a proper pofition for annoying F ; and, w liei\ flie 
tainecl this pofuion, F, by being entire in her rigging, will have 
it in her power to fight, or make ofl* at pleaiurc. 

2. The method then is, B having the wdnd, will ruw down 
aftern, as )>er dotted line, and getting into the courle, (jr near t}\e 
wake of F^ or a polition that will bring her parallel to the coUrJc 
of F, a proper diftance, flic will then run tip cldfe along flde 
of F, upon equal terms (as in fig. :3.) ; or, otUerwhe, on ihooting 
a-licad, fhe will wear, and run down on tlie weather bow^of F 
(as in fig, 4.), till flie ihaH force F to bear away to leewanl, kooj’'- 
ing clofe by F on equal terms ; but, during the couil’e, in l^oth. 
cafes, carefully watching that T fliall not liave it.in her power to 
bring her broadlide to bear^iipoii B, without •retaliation. 




Section if 

# 

• * 

^OMPATIISOK OF THE EFFECT OF SHOT DIUECTED AOAINST 

THE RIOGINO OF A SHIP, VVlTlf ITS EFFl^CTS W^HEN Dt-* 
RECTED AGAINST l^ME HUI.L, 

s. It having been often faid, that the French have made it a 
rule to tjirow tlic whole efFe<5l: pf their Ihot more particularly into 
the rigging of their eneiqy, and that the Britiili, on the otlicr hand^ 
have been as attentive to point the force of their fire agahdt the 

biiii 
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y 

*huU of the £hip, it may be proper here to ftato the two cafea^ and 
lonipare the effeetC 

4 . F-et us iuppnie n fliip of eighty guns wifliing to avoltl tlie 
effects a elofe engagement, h\it, at tlic fame time, lying-to, as at 
r (Plate 1. fig. 5.), intending to receive, with cveiy advantage, 
an enemy, li, of etpial force, coming down widi an intention to 
fight Iier ; ^nd let us fuppofe that F, by aiming her fite at the 

of B, iliall have carried away any of the principal flay.s, 
’cightAM* ten windward llmnvds, or a fore-top mail, any other 
figging, though of much Icfs confequeitce* but, at the fame time, 
without having wounded a.fingic man oi ihe fltip B ; and fup- 
pfjlf a focond ihip, confort to F, receiving luch an cither Ihip as B, 
and by firing at her hull only, fliall, >vithout opier tlamage, have 
killed thirty or forty of )ier ineu :- ^ 

* 4 

5, In this crith'al juridl!pre, when F and her confi.>rt aic defir- 
cuts of avoiding a clof’e engagemenf, which of the t\vo fliips of B 
will be utofi difabled from following after, and clofing vritii the 
inyiny ? Is it not e^lent, that k muft be the fliip which has loll 
pint (*f her rigging j for, as (lie will not be able to make ftifBcient 

‘ fail, till after ha^/ing been repaired, this nc'celhuy ftdppagc mull 
hV of gicater confetiuence at this time thhii if die htd loft a him- 

died, or even two hundred of her complement of men ; the rc- 

« 

iiiainth'r being always fufficient to navigate the diip. 

t £ 

f <>. Agrnn, let the comparative bulk of Iflfie two ohjetls be ccttk- 
fuloetV: ilie hyJl of a Ihip, taken by itihlf, on the one fide, and 



the whole of iinaftfl, rigging, and hull, taken on the * 

otlier ; and, as the killing arid deftroylng of men may be the prin¬ 
cipal view in hriftg at the hull, fuppofc, for example, a Ihip of 
Icventy-four guns, which ha;^ two decks, the bixsadth, or rather 
the height, of th«/' line expofed, which will comprehend ■ both 
thele decks cret^ded with men, cannot exceed twelve feet, which 
fum, multiplied by 120, the length of the Ihip, will give i i l o 
feet, the^whole area of tlie vulnerable matrk : Hut tlie.arca, com- 
prehetiditig tlic rigging and hull, of fuch a Ihip, will give a fur- 
face of twenty times thefe dirnerilions* 


•S E ION IIT. 

or BRmGJjNG GRKAX FLEETS TO ACTION. ^ 

J/?, ^ preltmiitary anyone Jbip^ in bcf 

Jiai mf! in ihe line of be at a confiderahlt dijlancfto- 

ih e^po/cd io the fire of *ib tee or rootle Jhip^y beating 

upon Idr and thv^famc time^ extendt.d^ af thy mtifl be^ in 

the line of 4^4 enemy^ 

7. As alfo been dfceu jfaid^ that lome pafiicidar Ihip has 

been expofed, in batddi, to the esainonade of three, four, or even 
five Ihips, aH Jri ,th* enemy’s line, and all beaiing up- 
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* oij tier at one niul the flirne ti»ne, figure 1. of’Plate .11, is intended 
to prove, that this iliip niuft Iiave l^eer'. at a very great diilancv be- 
Ibro fhe could have been, ex:j>bre<I to the lire of Oven three Ihips, 
iupj-ofin^-thepi tO be exterided in iii<e of bjttlcr a^bead, and at one 
cable’s length afund^r. Suppole a line of haltlo, ,ki winch four 
Or* live linps. eTctcaded, as I, H, ,X\ H, I, the fpa'ccs betw'een 

each fhip to be two hnndrctl and fojty y.ircl.ii, ,or, one . cable’s' 
length, anththo Ipngth of each Ihip to he forty yafds,^. (t> that the 
whole fpace between head and head, of any two Ihips, is two 
•• luthdrcd. and eighty yards ^ and let the perjaendicular'iine F K, 
proceeding right out from the beam of the middle fhip F, be di-- 
videtl into a Icaie of li?c cables lengdi, s,nakirig in all a dillance of 
1440 yards: ^uere. At what dillance niay any oppohte fhip of 
an enemy be expoled to the fire of three fhtps hearing upon her 
at ong and the fame time ? and let I t, f, H*. be the three Hups 
Jylng-to, and extended in line of battle a~head j and let tiie oppo¬ 
nent Ihip he ftationc'd in ^ny oT the lines drawn through the' 

points E, O, and pjai*allel to tlie Hue I, L 

■ ■ , f' ■' ■' , * ■ ' 

'■ _ . - • n 

■ < V- t • ' ‘ ^ ' -I 

• V 

8. From mfpedtion, ii^ will be evid^it, that the opponeat lh?p, 
Rationed at tltc point E^ 7120 yards diftant* cannot, for any length 
of time, he exjjpfcd to the lire of more than the gi^Stre Jfhip.F* 
For the lldp H a-head, in ly'nig-to in IWie of battlp, thrill not Ire 
able to bring htSt^ head fo* ftiucb nearer the widd.,^as to admit of 
her broadlidc to bear on E. But, ftipppfe^.this tofbe pra<fkicable, 
will die not disorder Jier own hpe* byf h^ thh3y|ii *out of her 
Jlation, and ^fo leave her head d^fpofed ta a raking £re from her 
pppohtes in the .leneiny’s line I 


; ‘ l^either 
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will it be more proper for H, the flitp a-flerh, to 
britig' her bix^iuilfid©^ on ^; for, in doing this, (he will run to 
leeward, ajtd «jp{jofc her to be raked by her oppofites, 

t V > 

•V* 

io» But t£ tJie opponent 0dp fcannot well e'^^poied to the 

f M ^ « 

fire of the twO Chips, HI, H, at the point £, Ihe miiH be ftil) leh 
expofed at the point G, 4^0 yards diftant j and it will be almofl 
impollilihi the ihtps H, to touch her at* the J>oitiC O, 5240 
yards, or one cablets length difhuit. 

li. But one cable’s length afunder is too fmalf an allowance 
fo«r aeddents that rnay happen to fhips extended in line of battle 
a*head. Tlierefbtie, let u« fuppofc I, F, I, to be Uie three 
extended at two cables length afunder, 01 480 yards between 
each of the threO (fiips i 

• ** -'•i* 

" 12. Then, it’wdTl be evident, if the opponent's Ihlp coidd 

not be fnuch fexpofed, «t the* point £, to the fire of the thicc. 
Ihips, when at on# C^lo^s length aiundei, that, proportionally, 
iU ymuld ^^fed »t thd point K, ffoni. ilie lire ot 

the when aj: cables length aluuder, which 

ia double Shte'dlftahce^, or 1440 yardst 

iA 

tp. canned well, be Icdpt in fine oi flattie at a Ids 

allowance dw'i otxe and a, half loncth aliindcr, it folio v\^. 

djtat a ihip’mtdl: be at JWt. Id 80 "*yards diftant, bofoic the can n 
expoted or anUoyed'hys^'a cannonade from three ihips cxicindttl 

£ in 



hfic <$ battle, and bearing viporf her at the time^ ^hich 
let be litppofed at X» 

2 t Kence, it fna^r be coticliided, that, when It has be<^ 
that^any thip has been expofed to the hre of five, foitfy. or even 
three Ihiptj of th^ enemy’s hnc, tliat fuch fiup has been^at a veiy^ 
great Fof, irom, what has been h not be ad'- 

nntted, th^f^^tlier Of the fhips I, I, or H, H, a-head and VAtrn 
of the pnncipah wiU have time to bring their btoadfides to ^ear 
ciire^y npe^ the Ihtp in queftion , their attention, a-vis fuppoled, 
ben% too much engrofled by their oppofite fibips m this enemy'^V 
' line, at the points B, B, B, who aiUirediy ’would take the ad- 
V antage then ofitared, and rake them tore and aft. 




SECTION IV, 


oi- THE paiNCiPE>B« to ,be knowK 

ireiNG ira to jm>GE of the djffereni 

BaI^^OINO p5t|&AT FLEETS TO ACTION^ 


i ^ Let US fuppofe a fleet of ten, t'^hty, thirty, er inore^lhtps, 
of eighty guns each, evteuded m Ji%e of battle tp 

at 1 (Plate IlL fig I ), \ntKt%^fenuon"^^yoidmg'i^ 
oattaek, and fnppofe another Meet cqud/4^inber aadi 









STH.A riONS U 

ihipfl ^6 exten^etl m V I aide dircc or four U x\ 3 
4ftd inal^inf an attick and g^min^ to 

tlie ia d 1r 

0f tlte attack on a liugle {fuR, (f 
f | k if the fleet J0 fliaU attempt to run 

dewn H^dlprtg^ £hip fer ikfp ju}?Oti the fquackon T ( ^ t^pre- 
fettfeft ih Plate HI ^2,) eael^ Jwfiv^duah fhip of fe having lx,tn 
ev^jofeA^ during a courfe 6f tv^o nides w a cannonade at a thfad 
^ahtage of above tv»enty to one^ mufk be hfiblcd long bqfba^ it 
can reach Eieh a point of di^amce from F as properly iha^ be 
tinned elofe ad,tort^ ojr eVifeis to reo^h a htuadon proper for an 
noyin^ her aia;agotnfi: iq hoc P 


1 7 Again, lef it bo fd^pof^ that B* though much difabled 
rn hi^ rigging, vih^fe an h4 courfe a a, trom the wind\j;arJ 
made his iKipa bnng to, at a didance from ^^hence he can 
hurt "F (Pli^to fXl ^ig S ^ Is It to 1 e o*spoi^jjd th^ F w lit lb 
deh^e has always to a^ead a clofe engagi^frigjlll and has d 

ready dMahfcd the ihip^ of will pat endy lyo fhd or ^ ut un¬ 
til B fhall have tumi lidSeient to dllabk him in his turn ^ f c 
^ xirihurt^ before Ire nMy feel the off <ds 

a’catmoaa^ from ’Sfrh*|&£^vUoped m hi^ own fmokc 

AB weh m tliat ^ thfwdl vvithdraW himfelt by bearmj" 
^ A heyi^ fjiuation, \Oiere he mat l>e cm 

^f^eadx<^^ajinon4kc>t^ pn^fadid^ B wlm wonkl be obliged to 
t^tx Ins n^ng hefoj^ he.e^ bb in order to folW and mxU 




I s Again 
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? Amelin, fuppofe tfeat in plac^e of going headlong, and 
end wile down, fhall to run down in an angular* «oi«r£e, 

or l.'fking, as it has been called, (as Ift Plate Ut. fig, 4^^) la it 
not evident that Uii» will be a meom of protracting the 
of I'v and, tonfeqiiently, the dmfadon.'of the < oaqiitoii|<. 

ade from P, with the certaijnty of having his headmoQ 
pofed to more than thc^ Ihare of iho 


r* « 

^ j 0. But it is alio evident, (frean fig. $*) that, Ihoul^ any ' 
il ill this angular line cooie to be ctippl^ heif 
j.ctl, may, of conlequence, occafion a coni^ton among^tt^e^^s 
ih »r .ire next a-ftem, fbrne running to leeward, while others 
»re ondeavouiing to get to Windward of the djfiibled (hip j and, 
while this point is fettling, the time tn^y W lojft, nnd, of coi^ 
dquence, the ntjcefliuy iltpport to the Chips a-head, now**Co fo 
feparated, may ho too long^tetorded*. as in thd ca^ of IVlir 
But as it may be faid, that k ftoppage of one ihtp a^headfW^ 
not necefMly produce a ftoppage in every finp a^fteiti, beeaiife 
th(‘y may go to JeOward of ihc difi&bled fhip j We anfivev, 'ITiat^ 
it is [ucdiieiy what happened"' to Mr J^yNO, to be afterwards il-* 


lulirated by the cafe of tfcss Jnirepi^^ When WO cOme to give a de- 
fCrij^jtion of that gentleman’s engagement. Befides, by the feip^ 
jioluion, the Chips a-^head, in ^ the van A, i*) 


l^e now' engaged, and, of con%p|»neil^ not’haying ittpCh head-* 
way, may be feid to b^ fiadbnoiy j 

if Ihe thall attempt to bear do^d, '13, h^i^ 



(as in fig. IH-), and, C! 04 ieqtiently, of being completely 

di^idiiai fong before foe can get <i!ofe enough along-ftdc of the 
enenay. . 

•*/ 

SO.' Ag^n,, tlte headmoil ihips, or van of B, having ifttained 
at A; that^is; a-breaft of the van of F, (a» in Plate JV. 
fig*' t^)> ftndrlhaving begun (Jjo canjoonade, may we not fuppole 
that F* 'w^)E>fe conduH^, -or defire, has alwayv^ been to five liis 
fbips^ has iixfiirtu^ed, that, fo foan aa any of his fhips, partic^i- 
larly th<^ van, Ihail begin to feel tlie effo<3: of a cannonade,* they 
(ka^i immediately withdraw from danger ? 

'31. And we are aJfo‘to fpppofe, that, fo foon as they haVe 
thrown in their ,fire u$>Qn the van of B, eadi Ihip, one after 
another, as inftrud^ by (hall bear away in fucceflion, as 
at H,' to form a new line at Ji two or three miles to Ice- 
wardL' Now, la It not evident, from this cautious condu<£l:, that 
F, feeing the embarraCTment oF B»''and that his Ihips are difablcd, 
£^d his ^ vant unfupported, wj^Ui, by^ nijiddng a crowd of fail, 
endeavour'to range* pad B, Ihijp by"Ihip, in fucceflion, till his 
whole fqu^liiron'lnis poured in their fire upon the van of B; and 
that he, F,\ will diOn bear away to join his headmoft ihips, and* 
form a new line of battle to leeward, at 11, to be in readinels to 

V • » 

receive idb fecond attaci^' if B (hall fo impn^idenl as to attempt 

it? '/ ' . — . 

•> 

T ^ , * -fc 

738, Is alfo^d^d^t, that, if any one or more Ihips of the 
' foiail' he'^ctipided^'the;^/'' will have It fo P<^wer 



il vir rt^tion bcwg with fmokci ^et any ti^c ind 

tc 1 H to lfcX‘\A ard^ IS Tt O* w hefcj tliey will be ift laftt) ? Aa v 
farther part of rht lyft^hr t>f mamiSUvi^ fuppbif^d 
It may be concelV«d j^tlhipern tht^ hiahtier 
withdraw fkwn battle? kaj^ttg mtcftti^Stliate a cover ^ to 

keep tip a good cog:aStfi^iahcc m the Ime* and amu^ 

But by the fuppdkti<W demonliratioos'^th^ the 

drort B inuft bd atwl much fep3(»ft^4v they 

can get to their fl4tt^ifjAv|ietber the h^t triibSi^ 

in tli^ peipcudieular difCst^iOir, (a^ iit Rg 

lafkmg manner, (a^ Ijp ^ and 5 ) f i|i§refpre, ih*hodt 
B s \ an mud inevitably be eypoled to thi^f Jaft 

fenbed movement, ivas that dm fhtps frf 

m diforder xtoiluppocctod and dB^ble^ ffokt^ fpfl<rwlng hhn^ will 
make fail and diicbafge the fee df fes wheCe^We dphn Van 
of B fhiphy fhip as they psfs iiy fuccefeptip ^id wtil feittn a 
new line t(y leeward, to be prepared, if attack he 

made upon tliem 


^3 Again let B (Bliafe IV % 2 ) i^prefeht a gtttttng 
bef >re tlie e^kdi ^ feteat, wiien broiigl^ip at \ 

determined ditoh^s&At A, 

the linfe of die en^my** |& i^rsw^i iSke,. 

kt t be liipixifedat refl, ^V^out ahy mo^otV-a whatever *5^ 





DEMONSTRATIONS. 


24. From what has been faid, (No. ‘J2.), ir may bo adn)*U«cd. 
tliat alternate Ihips of F*s line, under cover of the linoko, boin^ 
made to withdraw from battle, as at G C ; the intermediate flilps 
left behind them iu the line will be fufliciont to anuife even the 
whole of BVfleet, while the Ihips G Iliall be formin;^ a new fine 
I-I H, as a fupport, from the leeward : That, in Jlich cafe, 
after being difabled, as he mull be, and nor havii\g fort>hea the ma- 
nceuvre, will neither be able to prevent tbefe intermediate Ihips 
from bearing away to join their friend‘<, nor, were he able' 
would it be advifcable to follow them ; for the fame manoeuvie, 
wdth equal fuccefs and eflfeO:, can agam and again be repeated. 


2.T. Tn order to Ihow tlie relative movements of both fleets, 
with refpedl; to each other, Plate V, is divided, by a leak*, 
into Iquares of a mile each, in which let F (hg. i.)- reprefent 
a fleet to leeward, with motion a~head, as required I'or gt>od 
flecrage, each Ihip having fuflicient to keep her under command 
of the rudder, and let it*conflIl of twelve ilups occupying a Ipa.cc 
of two miles, as extended in line of battle, at one cable's Icrigtii 
a funder ; and F’s motion through the water* if at the rate of 

foul 

* The length of a fliip of 74 guns is about * - - r.i vjrJt 

^ M.J. f ^ ^ # 

interval between two (hips at otic cable's Icngtii afumlcr - 240 


yriie lixth part of a mill- 


Six Ihips, formeti in a line of battV^a>hcad, will extend ab<»ii 
a mile in length, tyCip yards •- -> - - - \ 

, \’id four large Ihips, 'when at* ij cable’s length aiundcr, may 
^orm anoilicr fcalc fulEciciitly cofreft for a mile. 


-94 

<*> 


I 
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(, 


•■.i! r.i.cs 


ptT hour, be cx]'rcOl'd by tbc coinprcacnii- 

Lti ■'))• li'.e peqvndici’l.i'r lines murkecl by b and G cti the Icale 
hfbnv. riRi'e four lines comprchetulvd by F and G will allt; 
e>.yr.:>. trie lime in w!-■i^ h any lleei, B, may perform Ife. 
v.IptTi r- 'minii- down to the attack from the windward. 


■»r-. !.ct ji be t)u* opponent fleet, conbflinj^ allb ot twelve 
;;nd IImII' niiies to windward ; ioul let the point A ‘be 4*K> 
.v.iofs ot'.e quarter of a mile rigf.t to \viiuh\ aid of the point G, 


‘O;-, I ’un B, bv puttiiva, bfdbvc the wind, if he lluili ai'rive at 
rl'C jK-’uit A, in the lame time that F, th.e licet to leeward, has 
'•ri'-.d at the point G, his niotlcn will have been at the rate of 
s ’ miles per hour, as innft be evident from the fcale of miles 
e'.icfsi al itic top of ibo bgurc ; and his courfc, as dell.ribed by 
dic bnv^ B A and C I), wnli bo Oantir'-, or dia^ronal, forming an 
mjic of 4.‘l liegrecs with B liis line a-bcrn,!, and nearly 4 
l‘o!n*-> ' irge from the wind. t 


tiS. Again, if F, (Pluto V. bg. ‘j.), by tanyitig more fail, fhali 

T'l Vv .it the rate (d lix milo;> tier hour, that is, from F to G ; tlicn 

• • 

j-., having lus couvie made tbereby tlie more flanting, w'ill have jull 
G no,J; the p;rc:iter difiu idty of' keepiiig Ills (hipr in line a-breaft 
'..htle coming down lo tfie aUack. For the leading ihip meeting 
no ••l>hru(Clion in lier courfc, will piifli on, whereas every ac~ 

4 

■. id. i-f '.-f t.bfliutlioM :if cumulaiin^^, as it happens to eacli diippro- 
grv ili'o fv, ib.c rear, being aficdled in t}|e‘greattft degree, will, for 
• o., bc^efl tbf farther a-fler\\ But, from the very form 

of 
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of tills flantlng courR*, every Aiip a-ftcrn will be apt to gcT. Intr 

the wake of the (}»ip a-hcad. "f 'herofbrc, the \vli<.»]e fleet of 15 . 
voji and rear, will not arrive in the Ciinc time at the line y\ i:), ib 
as to be in. a perfect line a-^rcaft, uml parallel witli tli^ Hcet u> 
leeward, but will have afliimed the lafkiug fonn, as rcprefcntod at 
tlie points Al, N, and O, in the dlfierenr pans of the courPe. 




5ja. And ag^n (in Plate V. fig,';&t^|;if tlie fleet tA leeward fliall 
Jcecp his wind, fii us to lie up one point, as per line of coinie PCI, 
making an angle of J l-’* degrees with his fonjicr line of <;<;)ur<*e 
K E K : Then the rears of the two fleets wall thej cby be remove d 
at a much greater diflfance, and the v<ui A, of coiii'equcnce, muil: 
be fooner up wHith the enemy’s van, and evidently fo much liic far¬ 
ther from fupport, while F, hy bringing up hivS fhips in Ibcctflion, 
will have k in his ptnver*to difable the van A, (No. and will 
afterwards hear away as at H, unhurt, and at ple.tfurc ^ while B, 
at this lime, by the fuppofition, being crij'pled, or having his rear, 
D, obllruiSled, and at a diftimce, wall be un.ibic to prevent hirii. 
And, ill all the three cafes, ic is evident that the licet B, fo foon 
as he fhall approach within reach of guii-fliot, ir.iill be expofcti 
to die fire of I 's whole line, for he will he a~breall of B conii- 
nuaily in every part of his courfe. * • ' . 


’ 550. Bui the difRcnlty of bringing; the roar of the windward 
fleet to aiO:ion Will ftUl he more iucreafed, if the flenimofl lldpK 
of the fledt to in place of i^ecpiiig their wind, fliall bcai 

away pccalioinaily, as*it M L, (6g. o.) 


F 
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03, All which bcitip: nclmittcci, the difficulty of 1)rinj.»ing op- 
pom -ili iloets to clofo cngjigcTncnt may bo accounted for, without 
being obliged to have ret'ornfo to that luppofed inferiority, in polilr 
r>r failing, imputed to our iliips, compared to thole of the French, 
cair enemy. 

r 

:}l^. Henpe it appears, that a fleet, B, to windward, by ex¬ 
tending his line of V>attle, with a defign to flop and attack anvhole 
line f>r enemy’s ihips to leeward, inufl: do it at a great difadvan- 
ami without hope of fuccefs ; For the receiving fleet, F*, to 
kx w.ird, uncjuellionubly will have the four following advantages 
fi\or him, which will be mdro particularly proved when we come 
Jo examine the real praclice. 

The fuperiority' of a fire, a!>ove twenty to one, 
over the fleet B, while coming dowrt to attack. 

rj t. ScconrUy^ That, when the fliips B arc brought to at 
Their flation, if it blows hard-, the Ihot from F, by the lying along 
of the Ihips, will bo thrown up into the air, and will have an el- 
feil at a much ^i-atcr diftance ; whereas, on the other hand, the 
Ihot from B, from the lying along of the Ihips alfo, will be 
tlirown into the water, and the ofle»5t loft. 

ft 

.•^7. T^hlrdly\ That F will have the power of dirciSIing, and 
applying at pleafure, the fire of his whf)lc line againft the van of 
B, who is now unable to prevent it, bis lliips being dilabied, fe- 
parated, and, therefore, imfiipportJ5d. 


• Fourthly^ 
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na. T'lnrtbly^ That F will alfo have a greater f.iciliiy (if wit!k- 
(Iravviiig IVdiii battle, the whole, or any o)ie of the difabled 
of his line. 

."37. If, then, after a proper cxaminati«.*n of the late Tea en¬ 
gagements,* or rencounters, it lhall be outicl, that our enemy, the 
French, liave never once fliowii a wilUngnefs to rilk tlic making 
of the attack, but invariably have made choice ot^^ and eainctUv 
courted a leeward pofition : If, invariably, when extended in line 
of battle, in that poiltion they have dilabled the liritith fleets, in 
coining down to the attack : If, invariably, upon feeing tl/e Bri- 
tlfh fleet difabled, they have made fail, and demolifhed the van 
in palling ; If, invariably,. tipon feeling the effe^l* of the l^ritilh 
hre, they have withdrawn, at pleafure, either a part, or the whole 
of their fleet, and havo formed a new line of battle to leeward : 
If the French, repeatedly, have done this upor\ every occalion : 
And, on the other hand, if itHball be found that the Britilh, from 
an irrcfiflible dcfirc of making the attack, as coivffantly and uni¬ 
formly have courted* the windward pofition : If, uniformly and 
repeatedly, they have had their fliips fo difabled and feparated, 
by making the attack, that they have not once been able to bring 
them to dole with, to follow up,^or even to detain one fliip of 
the enemy for a moment ; Shall we not have reafon to believe, 
that the French have adopted, knd put in execution, fbme fyilcin, 
which the Britifli either have not difeovered, or have not yet pro¬ 
fited by the difeovery ? 
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INAVAJL TACTICS. 


EXAMPLES, 


TNTRODUCTION. 

It !•* propofcd to illufhrate the preceding demonstrations by 
EXAMPLES Lakcn from Ute Engagements of which the fol¬ 
lowing is a Catalogue, accorthng to the order of time in which 
they happened. 

FNGAOEMtJRNTS IN FORMER WARS. 

1. Admiral Matthews’ engagement with the combined 
fleets of Trance and Spain, off Toulon, February 11. 171*. 

‘ 2 , Admiral By no's engagement^ with the Flinch fleet, off 
Minorca, INVy *20. 175G. 

ENGAGEMENTS OF THE LATE WAR ;-*-T%VEI.VC IN NUMBEU. 

1. ThatiOf Admiral Keppel, ofT tJfhant, July ii7. 1778. 

2. AdmirarByRON, oflT Grenada, July 6, 1779. 

3. Admiral Barrington, at St Lucia. 


. Su 
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i. Sir OEOR<iF. BRmGES-RoDNEY captures the Spauifli; 
trraifports off Capo Fiiiiilcrre, takes the Sp.uiilh iiiou of war t>ff 
Cape St Vincent. 

3. His engagcincTit with the French licet, ofl' the Pearl Rock, 
^laitinico, April 17. T 7,^0. 

<j. His rencounter with the fame fleet, to Aviutlwartl of Marti- 
nico. May 15. 17 SO. 

7. H» fecond rencounter, about the fame place. May lil. 
17 -so. 

s. Admiral Arbuthnot, off the Chefapeak, March r 6. 
178 I. 

9. Sir Samuel Hood, off Fort. Roypl, Maitiaico, April 20. 
1781 . 

10 . Admiral Parker, on the Dogger Bank, Auguft 5, I78i. 

I l. C'ommodore Jo unstop?. Porta Praya, iilaiid of St Julian. 

1 1:. Admiral Greaves, off tlie Chefapeak, September r,. 1781. 

From tliis Catalogue, that the propofed llluftratioii may be 
made with the greater advantage, we lhall begin with thofe en¬ 
gagements the moft applicable to the fubjciff, felcifted without at¬ 
tending either to tlie dates, or order in which they took place. 
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SECTION 1. 

Of Engagements^ •where the Briti/b fleets being to •windward^ by 
extending their line of battle^ •with a defgn to Jlop^ take^ defray^ 
or difablcy the •whole of the fhips of the enemy s line to lee'ward^ 
ha*ue been dfabled before they could reach a ftuation frorrf 
•whence they could annoy the enemy ; — and^ on the other hand, 
•where the French, percei^oing the Britifb Jhips in diforder, un^ 
fupported, and thus difabled, have made fail, and, after thro’w- 
ing in their •whole fre u^on the van of the Britifli fleet, Jhip by 
fiip, as pafling in fucceflion, have formed a line to Icevaard, t^ 
be prepared if another attack fljould be made* 

1 . Admiral Byng’s engagement with the French fleet, olF 
Minorca, May 20. 1756. 

2. 7'hat of Admiral Byron, off Grenada, .Tuly 6. 1779. 

• • 

3. Admiral^ARBUTHNOT, off the Chefapeak, March 16. 1781. 

4. Admiral Greaves, off tlie Chefapeak, September 5. I78i. 

5. Admiral Sir Getoroe Bridges-Rodney, off the Pearl 
Rock, weft end of Matdnico, April 17. 1780. 
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I. TUT. DJ'SCRIPTION OF ADMIRAL BYNo’s E>rOAaEMENT 
WITH THE FRENCH FLEET, OFF MINORCA, MAY 20.1756. 

;;8. B. (Plate Vr. fig, i.) The Britifli fleet, about one o’clock 
afrenioon, upon the llurlx^ard tuck, and after they had weathered 

the hiencli fleet, P, then upon die larboard tack. 

»* < • 

.‘J‘L B. (Plate VI. fig. 2.) The Britilh fleet edging or fafle- 
itjg <lo\vn to attack the enemy, F, lying to, to receive them, 

(Vide No. 18 , 28, and 29.) 

« 

to. A. The van of the Bririfli obeying tlie fignal, by bear¬ 
ing away two points from the windj^, but each ihip ftecritig uporr 
her oppofite in the enemy's line. 

* 

41. A. (fig. 3.) The five hcadrnoft fliips of the Britilh line 

bnwigL/ io.^ and engaged in a fmiu t cannonade, but not till after 
having greatly J'ufliacKl in their rigging by three broadlides receiv¬ 
ed from the enemy, diirihg a c ourie of ibrne milcF,, at the 

fa ms: lime, diey liad it not in their power to make retaliation,. 
:no. 17.) * ‘ 

• t 

42. G. The fourth /hip of the enemy having received (orre 
fmlsj d:iin:ige, or being lb inftruC-iled, as Mr Well has conjetiured, 
bore away, tliac is, quitted the line, and, in a ver>^ little time after, 

the 

AjutUli, 13 'Ji.ps, Ai ctsj 1 floop. ‘ French, li fiiips, 5 frigates. 
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tiie fifth fhip, IT, then tlic two headmoft, I, anJ, after t!\cin, i- o 
tliird fiiip, for tlie fame rcalbn, it is prefiimc<l, fullowed their ex¬ 
ample, and tjiiiltcd the line alfo ; each fiiip, avS Ihe went ofi, 
fioning repeated huzxas from the Brltifh Tars, who coneelvet: 
that the fiipeiTority ot tlieii fire had beat ihcle oiiL <*1 il-eir 

line; and, hilUy, about the fame time, but in auotliLr |’,art ot the 
line, Uie third Ihip a~fiern of the Erencli Admiral, (dio ihip 
whiclF die Ratnillies more paiticulaiTy diredled her fire), tjiiitlod 
die line likewife, and withdrew from battle. (No. ‘ 20 . and lil.) 


4,'5. While matters were going on after this manner ui the 
van, the Intrepid, the fixth fiiip of die Britilh line, at 13, having 
loll her fore-top maft, was fo taken a-back, tliat her courfc was 
flopped, "rhis, of confeqnence, produced n diibrdcr and ftoppage 
to the fiiips next a-ftern* fbme deligning to go to leeward, and 
others endeavouring to get to windward of the diftrefied lliip, as 
at 13. (No. 19.)*. 

* 

4 (■. 0% 4.) Meanwhile, the centre and rear of the French, 

wiio, though at a groat difiauce, 4iad been bufy firing random 
fhot, perceiving this diforder in the Britifii line, (at B. fig. 4.), 
made lail, aiul witli inimmily, threw in tfie fire of llicir whole 
line, each, (hip as flic Tanged ^pad the van of the Britiili ; ‘alter 
which tliev bore away in fucceffiAi'v to join their own van, an<.f 
form a new line of battle three miles to leeward, (as in fig. 
to be prepared, fliould the Bntifli Admiral have any thought of 
making a lecond attack. (No, 'Ji. ami 122.). 

G . oBsi:u-- 


* The r.Jte at which the iliipS were fuppi>fcil it) niove thiou,;^Ii rhe writer .tt 
this time, having llicir fore-fails ami fore-top-fiuls << t, mighi he fuil tJuot' 
per hour} ami, w ith all their fails fet, near lix miles. Aihmroi .5 ^. 
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OBSERVATIONS, 

■>.7- This engagement of the .unfortunate Mr Byng, whethef 
we iiiall coiilidcr the Britilli mode of making the attack, or ll\e. 
French inf>tle of avoiding the attack, while it offers an example 
ffrictly ii]"*plical>lc to the principles laid down. (^cdt. IV.), is alfo 
a proof, til at neither the one mode nor the other is a new prao 
ticp, but is of a date as far back as the former war 1756* 

«I 

40. The Britifli fleet being to windward, in running down 
lo the Attack in an angular courfe, and extending their line of 
battle, with a defign to ftop, take, deftroy, or difable, the whole 
of the lliips of the enemy’s line, by having tlieir headmoff; (hips 
the longer expoled to an unequal cannonade, and therefore to 
a greater fliare of the damage, have been diiabicd before they 
could reacli a fit nation from whence tliey could annoy die enemy, 

47. That a finglc fliip, in their line of courfe (No. 2f4.), to 
make the attack, the Intrepid'(No. 19.) having lofl: her fbre-top 
muff, and her way by that means being ftopped, occafioned a dif- 

onkr among the ftiips immediately a-ftern, ibme endeavouring 

^ • 

tp pal'; her to windward, and mine to leeward ; by which acci- 
<lcnt of lofmg a maff;, how*much foever impoflible it is to guard 
againfl it, much time was loft, and fupport to the ftiips a>head 
retarded at a time the moft neceflary, when far fepantted from 
the reft of the fleet, and while obliged to fuffain a fire from al- 
moft every thip in tlio enemy’s line in paffing. (No, 31 .) 


48, Oa 
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48‘. On the other liaiid^ that the enemy, from their pofiilfin 
to Ieewai*d, peiceiving the effects of that fuperiorily of 
which undoubtedly they had over the Briti/h fleet, coming clown 
to make the attack, whether it was in the mode of running end- 
ways light befc^re the wind, as it was laid the van did Cor fonie 
part of theit* courle, or laiking, as was tlie form in ihc approach 
of the centre and rear divifions, laying Itold of the advantage, 
that is^ of the dilbrder occafioned in conlequerice,, and without 
liofii of time, or remaining till they might be crippled themfelves 
tin their tiiirn, crowded fail, and, in the mean time, made lure 
dilabling a part of the Briliih fleet, tliat is, the van ; and whether 
it might, or might not, have been prai^cable for the enemy to 
have cut off any one, or «K>re, of thele headmoft fliips, now 
fo flu* floparated itnd unfupported, is not difputed ; but, as tliey 
could not hope to fucceed in an attempt of this kind without 
fuftalning lc>me. damage, they, wifely preferring a more cautious 
condujdl, kept tixeir fhips unhilrt, to be the better |irepared when 
formed in a new line of battle to leeward (No. 2i.), to give the 
Britilh Admiral a proper i-eception, lliould he again tliink of re¬ 
peating the like attack, or fbould he^afterwards attempt to throw 
in relief to the Caftle c>f St Philips, or moled their troops em¬ 
ployed in the fiege, their particular gfajcid. • 

49. It ha*s been laid, that lirfl: the fourth fliip from the head 
‘ of the enemy’s line foon bore away, quitting the line ; then the 
fifth ihlp ;• afteiwards the two headmoft:; and then the third fliip, 
alter tiiat, followed-thetr 'example ; and, laflly, the third Ihip aftern 
of the Admiral, and about the fame time, quitted the line alfo. Tins, 
as a manoeuvrej no doubt makes a part of their fyftem, that alternate 

G 'i • Hups 
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ill 1 ^’’; ri* maclo to \vi 11 ul raw from battle (No. S-l*,), leaving; 
in.t. i MUiiiate as a r.>ver to fnilain llie line, and in tliis way 

ti* aiaiitc the in tb.c mean time :—And it was not iii ct)ii- 

:e.['K i'li; *'i ‘lie I'nji rior fn'o uf the Brltini van; for tliefe lliips 
i'.i 1 -’..* lunch thai \v‘ihdrevv, as deferibed, had received no da- 
vM';e, ';'i ro in no \%.iy difahjod. One p;entlen\:Ai, a witncls 
b; !• i-;-, tn.il wh U;» f'lilioweil this aclion, has thel’e word.-»; 

' '1 lie in.i'i'i foiii'lli oi fnih Ihlp from the van, feenicd to me 

* tn ii.nc h«-i*e I ip fnan tlie fire tHir-lhips in the van, and 

'•'verv loi 1! afteiwanls the tlirco heatimeO. oK the eiiemv, but 

* 0 

‘ none fd’ liiem appeared to me to be difahled ; fo that, whellicr 

* it wa*- tn avoitl ailion, or by a lignal from their commander 

* in chief, I know not; I llmnld rather imagine the latter, as I 

*■ had not obfciv’cd any tiich dole ^ engagement, to oblige Ihips 
*■ of their feeming force t«> avoid an a*ilfon i'. ’ 


/a). Another wirnefs in the "trial, the commander of the 
IVutl.iiul i, the fecond Ihip of the van, being afkcd, ‘ Did you 
^ beat away the ihip opjK3led to you by yourfelf, without the 
• aifillanre of any otlior ihip?* aidwcred, ‘ No ; 1 can't fiy that: 

'• She \.as a very heavy Ihip the fecond fliip, of greater iorce 

• • ‘ than 

L'ii>' ilill jMo.-, tm tills occtiriuii, berA'cen van unJ van of ikc «»pponent fletis, 
lit no t'm;c Term to have bctfti lefj* than four hundred yards. By many of ^ 
th.' ,v'rni ltvs on Mr IJvNf.’s tiUI, it f«’eins to have been under(loo<l, that no- 
l b -il b«;en killed or wnuu-ied on bo.trJ the fl<xt by Tuuikctfy, not even in 
ilie vjii. O'l board the D.:fi.jnee, the h ading fliip of thr Britilh fquadron, fmall 
ari l-. -AiT'-, L.r funic time, miuL- itfc of;—as* alto bjj the tneiny, as was conceived 
by funv^;---but widiniii i H\ct on cither fide, as it would appear; for they were 
fuuii liii! abde. t Aiir..aJ B vug’s Trial, p. 3^. 4.<Ditto> p. 58, 
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‘ than ihe Portland, and the tliird flill gveatcv, v. i.ic'i m-i... i.v* .. 
* feveiity-four giin fliip : Nchher did 1 ^xpe-1 ihey^wonlil \ 

‘ l^orc array lb lbt)n ; but their fourth ftnd fi! J* ihips hcarin;; 

away before, from the Captain and Buck!;n,-]-on, tiiev l*oi , 
‘ away alfo, rciilly to our great furprlfc. ’ 


H. Plere it might be proper to obferve, alludin-.j^ m v ii.ii: wa.-» 
premifed iu tlio TntroduClion (Page (>.), that iicirher wr. ilv.. 
ufuai lj')irit of Britlili Ib.unen any way delicionr. <>:i this oceaJujn, 


nor could the caiife of inifearriage be attri’o'.iU-d to any fault cA' 


conhriiCUon in our fliips. For the only opp:';rhuut.y given,»l)y 
which any coinpavifon could be made. In peont. of failing, wa.j 
■when our fleet weathered that of the enemy, <.c one o’elfX'k, im¬ 


mediately before the eiigageinexit. And this circumilauce, if it 
■was not a proof that tho Brltilh fiiips were the l.'ctter lailers of 


•the two fleets, iliowfd plainly, oix the other hand, that the 


French, in their giving up tfie coiuell about the wind, were nor 


only unwilling to hazard the danger of making r)ie attack, but 
indeed preferred the leeward fltuation, front wlionce they could 
with the greater certainty difable their adv'erl'ary's fliips, while 
they might preierve tlicir own unhurt, (fiee iiitrod. page J‘J,) 
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ADMIRAL Byron's ENGAGEMENT WITH THE FRKNC » TLEETV 
on* GRENADA, THE (iXIl OF JUEY 1779.. 


EXTRACT or A LETTBR FROM ADMIRAL BYRON, RELATIVE TO IIIS ENCACEMENTi. 

‘ It being my intention, from this intelligence, to be off St 
George’s Bay loon after day-break, I drew the Ihips of war 

* from among the tranl^'jorts, leaving <anly the SuHblk, VigT- 
‘ lant, and Monmout]», for their prote<Stion, tmder tlte orders of 
- Rear-Adnnral Rowley, who was intended to condudl the de- 

* barkinent of the troops; but he was to join me with thele 

* 11 dps if I faw occation for tlwir fefvice. One of the enemy’s 

* frigates was very near ns in the night, and gave the alarm of 
^ our approach. Soon after da^-light, (on Tuefday the tith),. 

the French ftjuadron was fecn off St George’s, moft of 
‘ them, at anchor, but getting under way, fecmingly in great 
‘ confnfion, and with little or no 'wind. TThe lignal w'as imme- 
‘ dlately made Tor a general chafe in that quarter, as well as 

* for Rcar-Adiniral RotVLpY to leave the convoy ; and as not 
more than fourteen or fifteen of the enemy’s Ihips appeared 

‘ to be of the line, from»the pofition they were in, the fignal 
‘ was made for tlic fiiips to engage and form as they could get 
‘ up: In confequcnce of which, Vice-Admiral Barrington- 
‘ in the Prince of Wales, witli Captain ^Sawer in the Boyne, 
‘ and Captain GARDNER in the Sultan, being the headmoff of 

* tlic 
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the Bntilh fqiiadron, and carrying a prefe of fail, were iooii 
fired upon* at a great diftance* which they did not return till 
they got confiderably nearer. But the citemy getting the 

bpecze of wind about that lime* drew out their line from the 

■ 

clufter they -Cvcrc lying in, by bearing away, and forming to 
leeward, on the ftarboard tack, which fhewed tlier ftrength 
to be ypry different from our Grenada intelligence ; *lor it waa 
plainly diicovered they had thirty-four fail of ihips of war* 
twenty-fix or twenty-feven of wliich were of the line, and 
many of thefe appeared of great force. However, the general 
chafe was continued* and the figiial made for dole engage¬ 
ment ; but our utmofl endeavours could not effed. that; the 
enemy induftrioufly avoiding it, by always bearing up when 
our fhips got near them ;* and I was forty to obferve, that 
their fuperiority over us, in failing, gave them the option of 
diflance* which tlicy availed tiiemfelves of* fo as to prevent 
our rear from ever getting into adion ; bcin^ to leeu'anff 

they did great damage to the and riggings ivhen our /hot 

could not reach thetn. The ffiips that differed moft were thofe 
the aSliun began *wiihy and the Grafton, Captain ColliNO- 
wooi>, the Cornwal* Captain EdwaR'DS, and the* Lion, Ca]T- 
tain Corn VTALZ.IS. Tho fpirited example of Vice-Admiral 
Ba RRi NO TON, *with the fbrnier three,’expofed them to a fe- 
vere tire in making the attack; and the latter three happen¬ 
ing to be ter leeward, fu:ffained the fire of the eucuifi' ivh'Je 
//W, as it pi^ed on the^arboard tach. The Monmouth like- 
wife fullered exceedingly,*by Captain fANSHAwks liaving bon? 
down, in a very gallant maimer, to Jlop the van of the enewvi 

* f/fulilcou^ 
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//, -./r - v, oud it tn a^iui. But, from the very finart, and- 

wc il'i{’nc.vTt'tl lire kept up by tbefe ibips, and others that were 
f -Oil couvirxed they did tlic enemy great damage, 
ij'di I bar nhij!s\ a/^pt'jrai Icfs injured 

//\ >/ ',nrs "j’hc four fhips laft lucutioned, the Fame, 

h.-iiig To dila])led in tlieir mafts and rigging as to be totally in- 
I opable •».>f keeping up wltli the fpiadron, and the fjullblk ;ip- 
pt.<u "nig to have received coiifiderahlc damage in an attack made 
t'V lle;vr-Admiral Rowley upon the enemy’s van, I took in 
thi iiciud for chafe, but coutiuiied that for elofe ettgageincnt ; 
i’v];iit.d ilu? boil Ijne \\;]n<h civciimftanecs would admit of; and 
l.e^ t die wind, to prevent the enemy from df>ubling upon us, 
ami cunir.g c'iT the Uanfports, which they feemed inclined to 
d'.', anti had the latter vciy nmch'in their power, hy means of 
ilieir huge frigate?, iiidejiendcnt of H'dps of the line. The 
I rctuh kpiadnMi tacked to the foudiward, and 1 did the fame, 
to he in roailincfs to fupport the Cirafton, Cornwal, and Lion, 
ih.it vvere diiahled, and a great way a-llorn. But the Lion 
In ing iikewife much IQ leeward, and having loll Iicr main and 
rri/eu top-marts, and the vert of her rigging and fills being 
enr in a \a^*y extraordliKiry manner, Ihe hoi:e away to the avert- 
\^ard when the Jleets tacked, aiul,,to my great furprife, no iTiip 
of ilu; enemy w.is dt;t*?ched after her. Tlie Orafton and C’orn- 
nal ilood toward us, and miglit have been w^cathered hy *the 
t^viub, if they had kept their wind, cfpecially the Cornwall 

‘ which 


' A pvo»)f *»f tlic adv.mta^c of d^inoliihing im'ciiomy’s rigjying, in pre-. 

: / iIk- K-iUnyrhi-i uIvU, or flril^ing the hull of hfs fhip. (No. ath, ?ih, 

iUd Off! 
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♦' wHich^wos fartheft to leeward, and loir ht.r in.ihi 

* and was otherwife much dilabled; but ilicy perll vtTL-d i\> 

* ftrirSlly in docliiiing every chance of dole aditju, notwithflaud 
ing their great fuperiority, that they contented thenallvci; wltli 

* firing upon tlicfe ihips, when pafllng barely within gun-lh. 

* and fufter^d them to rejoin the fquadron, without one elVoA to 

* cut them off. The Moinnouth was fo totally dirj.kj in lier 

‘ mahf^and rigging, that I judged it proper to fend in 

* the evening, for Captain- Fa ns haw to make the bell of hi^' 
‘ way to Antigua ; and he parted comjxiny accordingly. 

* When we were clofe in with St C.corge's Hay, tlic French co- 
lours were feen flying upon tlie fort, and oilier batteries ; which 
‘ left no doubt of the enemy being in full poUellifjn of the 

* ifland. To diflodge them was impradicable, conlidcnng the 

* ftatc of the two fleets. 1 therefore lent orders to Captain 
‘ Barker, the agent, to mrikc the heft of his way witli the 

* tranfports to Antigua or St Chriftophers, wdiicliever he could 

* fetch, intending to keep the King’s (hips between them and 
‘ the French fquadron, which, at thq clofe of the ev'^ening, wc.'^ 

* about three miles to leeward of us, and, 1 had no doubt, would 
‘ lit leaft be as near in the morning; Few, although it was 
‘ evident from their coiadud: througliont the ^v!lolc day, it\at 

l!iey were refoived to avoid a clofe^ engagement, f could nor 
‘ allow myjfelf to think, that, with a force fo greatly fupciior 

* tiic French Admiral 5 V<)uld permit us to cajry olf the tranipoi is 
unmoiefted: however, as his fquadron was not to be fecn next 

‘ morning, I conclude he returned to Grenada, 


h 
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‘ ii IS my duty on this f)cca<ion. to reprcfcnt, that the behaviour 
‘ ol I ho o/Iiccrs iind men of his Majeily’s rqiiacUoii was fuch 
as huanie iintit'h ilamen, zealous for the honour of their 
*• (ouulr\, and anxious to fupport their natioiud eharatlcr. 
‘ 'r!ic- ’Tp.arhus, likewile, and troops that were embarked, with 
‘ llfeii ilhc., rs, in the Kliyyj’s fliips, behaved as bmvc loldiers; 
‘ ;\nv!, ironi th.c exemplary e;<HHl conduQ of thofe who gc>t into 

* a*;li<;Pi; fropi the vilible ctlecl wliich the brifk and well-direCicd 
‘ riro had upon the enemy’s fliips, and from that ro.>l, deter- 

* 'mined relolntioii, and very flroug dcfiro of eoming t«> a olofe 
‘ i'if.yigtment, which prevailed univevlally throughout the iijua* 

* dron, 1 think mvj'elf jn^ifi.ibie in faying, that tlie great lupe- 
‘ rioritv in jiiimbers and force w'ouUl not have av<nled the enemy 
‘ lo much, h.ad not their advantage over us in failing enabled 
‘ them to preferve a diilanee little caiculatcd for deciding inch. 

* contcjls, ’ 


ri;K DESCRIPTION OF ADMIU^^L BYROn's BATTLE OFF 
I.IU'NADA, JULY <i. 17*79, TAKEN FROM THE FORKODINO 
LL'F 3*l.R , 

C 

€ 

r ^ 

72. h, (Hate \^1I. fig. ].«) The French fleet, as'they were feen 
at d.iydight otF the town of St O'eoige, mud of them at anchor, 

but 


j r.ict. li; i.s, I wilh a fleet ol traiifports. 

Freia h; 2(5 7 fn^.acb. * 
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but getting under way, and fecmingly in cunfufion, with llt»lo ' 
whul. 

C, Frigates on the out-look. 

B, 'Ehe Britifli licet dlfeovcring them from windward. 

53/ B, ^fig. 2.) The Brithh now extended in lino of b*atl<. 
a-head. 

A, *010 three headmofl: Ihips under Vice-Aditiirai li.arinp;- 
Ton, carrying a prefs of i'ail, in confcqucnce of tlie lignal for ge¬ 
neral chafe, were loon lived upon by the cjiemy, which tire na^ 
not leturncd till he got conlidcrably nearer. * 

E, Tlie enemy having now got tl^e breeze of wdnd, are feofi 
drawing out their line from the chiller they were lying in, and 
forming to leeward on the (larboard tack.. 

54-, B, (fig. 3.) The Britilh fleet after the fignal for dole en¬ 
gagement, which, with their* lit moll endeavours, tlicy could not 
eflbd ; the enemy ijidiillrioufly avoiding it, by always bearing 
up when our Ihips got near them, as at E. Their fiipcriority 
over us in i'ailing gave them the option of dillance, which they 
availeil thcmfelves of, fo as to prevent our rear from ever getting 
into action ; ar/i^ bein^ io Icc^wanl^ ibey did gr/tit dan:ogc to the 
inajls ttifd riggings ivbtnmonr could ur-t reach tbent. Thcfligli 
the tJirce head moll Ihips, A, wero expofed to a fevere fire ia 
making the attack, yet the Grafton, the Cornwal, and Idon, 
being farther to Icew^ard, at C, and confequcntly nearer tlie ene¬ 
my, fuffered moll, ha^ung fujlalued the fire of the enemy s ‘ivb.'.le 
I'vie as it pajfcd ihan^ io Icc-ward^ upon the llarboard Tlie 

H 2 Mon- 
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Monmouth, D, allb fuflbred confiderably, by Captain Fanfliaw’s 
ha\int; gnllantly bote do^vn to Jfop the' enemy s •vaUy and bring it /# 
cJ'ih^n : a? did the iSuflblk, in another attack upon the enemy’s 
van. 


Sf'i. B, (fig, I-.) The Britiih fleet forming the beft line that 
circmniLim t-’s would admit t)!, to prevent the enemy from dou- 
i)]ing h.u k upon us, and cutting off our tranfports, whick tliey 
ibemed inclined to do, by means of tlieir large frigates, as well 
:;s tiicii ibips of tlie line. 

C, '1 he C irafton and C.ornwal left far a-fterii. 

F, fho Lion, being muoh lhatiercd, making off to Iceward- 

'i(>. F, (tig. .5.) The enemy, having tacked to the fbuthward, 

« 

and upon the larboard tack. 

B, The Britifh, ffter having immediately got upon the fame 
tack, to be in rcadincfs to fupport the Grafton and Corn- 
wal, wlio were ditabled, and had been left, a g^cal way a-ftem, 
.IS at C. But the Lion, being much more fhattered, had bore 
;i\vay to the weftward, as at E ; ami, to our great furprife, no 

thip of the enemy had been detached after her. 

* 

/:7. The fimilarity of this bat|lc with ..that of Mr By no, al¬ 
ready deferibed, is fo great,* that, whether the mode in whicJi.. 

the Britifli made the attack, or the uKxle in winch the French 

« 

avoidctl it, ihall be confidered, w^e have no doubt of fhowing, 
that the* circumllanccs in either cafe were eqihdiy cffc^^l^ by the 
principLs laid down (Seilion IV.) ; but as the importance of 
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the fubje<fl requites that this fliould be done in the moil Intis- 
tai^ory manner, tl>e obfert'^ations made fliall be fnppoited 
trails from the Adinirafs letter. 


I. 


OQSERVa rXONS ON THE BRITISH MO0E 
or ATTACK. 

58. That the Admiral by extending his 
line of battle, in an attempt to ftop the 
van of the enemy, aiul bring it toaiiion, 
it may he admitted, that it was with tlitf 
intent of taking, dcilroying, or difabling 
every opponent flnp. • 


59. Ill tins attempt, however, the Ihips 
in the van, by tlie nature of tlic courfc 
they v/erc obliged to take (Ko. 27*. 28.), 
xj^ctc expofe<l, for a long time, to a 
heavy fire, which they cditld not return, 
or did not retusn. 


EXTRACTS MtOM THE AOMIRAL’s LET- 
TER*IN SUl'l'ORT Ot- THESE OBSERVA¬ 
TIONS. 

* Tlie Monmouth likewife fuffirred ex¬ 
ceedingly, by Capruin Fanfhaw’s having 
bore down in a very gallant manner to 
Hop the van of tlic enemy's ftpiatlicn, and 
bring it to aaion (tf).—And the Sullbit 
appearing to liavc received confiderable 
damage in an attack hiadc by Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Jlowlcy upon the enemy’s van i’ ) 

* ^J'he fjgnai was «nade for tlic Ihips to 
engage and form as they could get wp j 
an confcquencc of which, the Prince of . 
WaWs» the lioyne, and the Sultan, the 
headmoft Ihips of the Britifh, and car¬ 
rying a prefs of fail, were loon fired up¬ 
on, at a great diftance, whicli they did 
not retunt till they got coiifideiably 
nearer.* (Vid. ir.) 


Co. Th;i^ 


*Thc 
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6 .''. by tliis cnurA*, wbicli muft 

li.iwc ivm iii ilic {laiiiinir or laflvjn^r 
i'ovm vNo. ;S.)i ^bc fliips of the van hav- 
iiig got fir .i-lifinji of the rear, were 
t!ierv“f{)r,e the iboncr in with the enemy j 
but being tlif.ibkd by llte fire they rc- 
eeivctl in coming down, and becom¬ 
ing in .. manner immoveable, or fta- 
tlon.ny, cc'oipared with the enemy, they 
w'ere obliged to fuflain the continued 
ijre of tluir whole line, fliip by fnip, 
as tliey pillVd in fuccellitm, without 
h'.ning »t in their power to (Ion the van, 
.is ijitended, or even to bring a fingle 
ihip of thi m to action. 

6 1. Thai the rear, hy the nature of this 
< outIc alfo, not from any inferiority in 
point of failing, compared -widi the ene- 
'my, being at lirfl left far a-ftern by 
ihf van (No. 28.), and afterwards, as 
nv.iy be fuppofed, having met with ob- 
ilrncliun from difabled fliips a-beatl, 
might have been prevented from carry- 
<ng fupport to the van, in like manner 
as w.is occafione^ by the Intrepid in 
Mk Dync.’s a«Slion, llup‘= a-llcrn c'ndca- 
voiiriiig tti go to windward of the diia- 
hlcti flap, but fonie for certain 
to leeward ; for how, otherwife, can wc 
account for tlie fituatlonsof the Graftojt, 
Cornwai, and Lion, or for the gallant 
attempt of Captain Fanshaw to flop the 
van of ih'j e.'icmy, and bring it to attion ^ 


* The fliips that fufiered moft, wc»c 
thofe the. action bfg.,111 w ith, iJic Cjrafton, 
Captain Coilingw'ood, tlic Ct'rnw.il, C'jjj- 
tain Edwards, and the Lion, Captain 
Cornwallis. The fpirited c\.implcs of 
Vice-Admiral Barrington, with the foi*- 
mer three, expofed them to a fevere fire 
in making the attack j and the latter 
three happening to be to leeward, fullain- 
cd the fire the enemy’s wliolc line, as 
it pafied on the llarboard-t lek.’ (Vul. »f.) 


* Their fuperiority over us in failing 
gave them the option of diilanec, which 
they availed thcmfclvcs of, fo as to pre- 
•vent our rear from ever getting into ac¬ 
tion, ’ {Vid. e. ) 


TI, 
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OUStRVATiONS ON TnE FRENCH MODE 
or REJIiElVING THE ATTACK. 

62. TIu’ French, on the other hand, 
feeing; the lii itifli f(|uadron coming down 
to attack them, drew out tltclr line of 
battle by forming to leeward; of necef- 
fity on this occafion, but admirably fitted 
for their manner of fighting, which pe¬ 
culiarly might be faid to confill* in an 
addrel's qualified for faving their own 
fl»ips, wljile they iliould have it in their 
power to difable thofe of their enemy. 
According to this fylleiti, then, fo foon 
as the Biitilh fquadron approached with¬ 
in what might be thought the greateft 
pi.ilible range of cannon-(hot, and while 
it was coming dow'n before the wdnd, 
tl'ic French, from their whole line, kept 
up a heavy fire.; bur, as foon as any of 
■the Ih'itilh Ihips liad brought-to, and 
they, in their turn, began to be annoyed 
by the Biitilh fire, the Ihips the moft 
expofed bore aiJtrny, and withdrew from 
'battle (No. 20,) And whether this was in 
•the van or cdltre^ moll probably it was »n 

the 


EXTRACTS FROM ADMIRAL BVRON’ 
LETTER CONTINUED. 

‘ The enemy getting the breeze t)f 
wijui about that time, drew out their 
line from the duller tliey wen lying in, 
by bcauing away and forming to Icewaid 
on the ll.irboard-iack, which Ihowcd 
their llreugtli to be very different from 
our Grenada intelligence; for it was 
plainly difeovered they had 34 fail of 
Ihips of w.ir, 26 or 27 of which were of 
the line, and many of tlicfe f)f grc;vr. 
force. However, the gcncr.il chafe wa# 
continued, and the fignal made for clofe 
engagement; but our utmoft endeavours 
could •not elTct^l that, the enemy induf- 
trioufly avoiding it, by bearing up when 
ourilnps got near them. ’ (Vid. if.) 


'■Ui 


From 





#:o 
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tlic n’;n>r.'‘v roj'ri^rcMtfd inPlatcTV. fig. 
1. rij,! .‘'tcfiMlc f'lipvi (lionUl wkiulrAW, 

Is iiiii- i7.r^'i nKtii.ite fi^ips fiiouUl be left to 
)ilJ up thi-iii:t,rva!^, and fupport the line,. 
;No. 49.}; wldle the rear, to avoid every 
poffiblHiy of being forced into ai^lioti, 
kepi bearing away (as at H, fig. 3. Plate 
’VIJ.) in like manner as before del'cribed 

.;No. 50. Hid Plate V. fig. 3.) 

• 

O^. And now again tukin|f advantage 
<A the d’ford'red condition of the Britiflt 
CtjUAflron, (fur, at that time, fcvcral of 
rhe hcadinod Jhips, from the fcverc fire 
rceeivetl in comittg down, lay cvippled, 
while the Cirafton, the Cornw-al, and the 
Taon, having got confiderably to lee¬ 
ward wdth the intention of covering their 
fni iuls, were therefore the more expofed) 
the French, I fay, laying hold of the op¬ 
portunity, and without delay, or remain¬ 
ing till they might be difabled them- 
fclvcs ^No. 48.), made fall,, and (hip by 
ihip, ail many as could reach in pafiing, 
threw in upon the above, ihips thfc whole 
of tlielr fire, when, having formed again, 
for the fecond time,'to leeward, they were 
pfepared again and again to play the fame 
manoeuvre, fo often as tlic likc^attaik' 
llionld be repeated- (No. 21I ^8. 

and 49-) ^ . ■- 

\Vheth-r it might, or might not 
liavcb'-iTi pra0.ic«'.blc to cut off cither of 

ihefi: 


m' * 

‘ From the very fmart anti tvtil^dtreffeti 
five ht'pt up by ihrje rnr.jutng tht 

Prince c^'11^(ths^ /he Boyne^ nn.l iht Sultan^ 
anti afterivartU the OvaftMi the Cornviutlf 
and the L.iou^ wth the Afonmouth anti 
others that w'cre engaged, f anj con¬ 
vinced they did the enemy great ilamage, 
ahhexagh their maft^, rigging, and fails, 
appeared lefs injured than ours, tile four 
^fillips laft mentioned, W'ith the Fame, 
being fo difabled in their mafis :md rig¬ 
ging, as to be incapable of keeping up 
with the reft of the fleet j and the Suf¬ 
folk appearing to have received confider- 
able damage, ’ ifcc. (Vid.y.) 


• The Grafton and Obriiwal Hood tO'* 
ward u», and might hav^ bccn.weathcred 

by 
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Oicie fliipSjiUc Gr^rtoUjConiwaljor Iaoji, 
ii, iKJt \lirputc<.l i buf, iis they dul not 
tiiink tilt y eouhl fiicecctl in that attempt, 
withotJt fuilalniiig hnne ilamage, they, 
as ufual, preferred a conduct more cau¬ 
tious, and kept their fleet intire, that the 
reduction of the*ifland Grenada, their 
particular ol>jc£f, might be carried on 
with the greater certainty of fuccefs. 
(No. 48.) • ♦ 


6 'The damage received by the French 
fliips mull have been but trifling j for, 
ofherwite, the Britilh Admiral vc'culd not 
have liad vcafori to exprefs an app|;chen- 
flon that they might be able to douiJe 
upon him and cut off his trauCports, 
whi^li v\ orc, at the time, u coufiderable 
way to windvrard* 

66 . On this occafion, the whrdc of the 
Frcmli fyflem feems to have been af com- 
pJctily I'oili.wed out as in the former af¬ 
fair, that of Mr Bync, 5 they preferved 
their own ihip-j‘eiuire, while thtw dift- 
bled thofc of their eftemy \ and fo intent 
were they in keeping their main ohjccl 
in view, the making thcmfelves inafh rs 
* of the ifinnd, that they c.mtioiPlly avoid¬ 
ed every chance" that couM bad tfiem 
into a fcfapc, which a clofe engagement 

jwflibly 


til 

hy tiu: French, if they hid kfpt 
wind, efpecially the Coruw.il, wiiitli v. ., 
farthefl to leeward, and loft lu r .r. 
top mall, and was oilierwiiV nnu Jj da’i- 
blcd', but they perfevered fo Uiicily in 
declining eveiy chance of rlofc ac'lion, 
notwhhltanding their great fupericviiy, 
that they contented thcmfelves wdth fir- 
ing upon thefc fliips, when pafling, bare¬ 
ly within gun-ihot, atid uifTcred fliem to 
rejoin the fquadion, without one efli’rt 
to cut them off. ’ (Vid. ;.) 

‘ I iook in the fignal fi>r c’Kifc, but 
continucil that for clofc engagement 5, 
formed the bell line wliich eircunnlanccs 
would admit of; and kept the wi’ui, (vj 
prevent the enemy from doubling np.on 
and cutting off the traiifp-ji ts, ’ (\"iu. 6 . r 


‘ 'Flic French fqu.i-lioti to ilu; 

foutluvard, and 1 did tlic hmie to be in 
readinefs to fuppoitjlic (Jr.ifion, Coi.':- 
w.d,*ind f.icn, that wf ic dil'.ibic d, .nul a 
j^rcat way a flcrn; but the Lion iKiiig 
Hkewife much to lee waul, bore .iwav to 
tlie wellM'avfl, and h uing' f.all Ikt u' i<-\ 
and miiten topmalts, and t!ie rcU i>!' l.^ r 
rigging and falls being ci.t in a nu ll v\- 
traordinary manner, ihe bore .iw.u i) 
the weilw.trJ, when the fleet.*, latkefi *, 

I aiuL 
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and, to my fuvyriiL’^ tui lliip of ti.C o:u'- 
ntv w.is dt-t.'.ilijil alter htr. 

4 

‘ Tor nhl'.< njrh it wm:« fron'. 

tiAcir conduct iKrt'’i.j'iiCut thtr vhclc dav, 
liijt they Wen* rcfolvt-’d to avoid u clofn 
I couh! not allow niyiclf 
to iltitjk, that, M'ith a force fo ore-,it!y 
fuperior, the French Admiral wovild 
permit ns to carry off the tratilpnits an- 
moldlcd. ’ ^Vide/.f * 


m'h;. liiii 'oeliJcs iiic caui’es mentioned for retarding the rear of 
a ileet to windward, from getting into aCdon with a ileet to !eo~ 
tlicre anotlier, whicli, being a niana'uvrc ot coirrie, may 
titLi elhro ]jave taken place on this occafion, although not taken 

notice of bv Mr 11 YRon in his letter^-For illullration’s lake, 

— If the opponent fleet to leeward, as extended in line of battle, 
flinll He up hut one linglc point %o the wind (No. the vans 
<5f the two fleets jnuft mutually approximate', and get witfi^lL 
lightltig diftance ; while the two rears, c^f conrequence, may IHll 
be flnne miles afunder; atid the more numerous the two fleets 
are, and the more they arc extended, each of them in their pro¬ 
per line of battle, the greater will this proportional diflaiice be: 
For, if two fquadronsj coiililling of twelve Ihi^xs each, (as re- 
prefented in Plate V. fig. .3.), rtrdl make this didance l’>eivvccu the 
two rears amount .to one mile and a Imlf; in this engagemc*nt 
of Mr Hvron’s, where the* two I'quadrons, each of them, con- 
fifled of 21 fltips, even the lead numerous, it follows, tliat the 

dilfauee between the two rears, according to tlic fame ratio, 

« 

might. 
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niislit, by tbis rc.ifon alone, bisvc aniountvii to iO’it) vardf., fir 

(>7. Agnni, Hioiild the Ihips in the rear of the fleet to kew.ml, 
At Oic fame time, keep l^earing away, (a:; reprel'cntetl in Vlatc \\ 
fag, 3. at Li tind M, or in flate Vll. fig. at G arid 11), -and 
which undoubtedly tlicy did in this engagement, then tl\e r])aeo 
betweep the two rCi^rs will be ftlll more increal'cd. 

, (Js;. From all which, the fevcral advantages whicli a fleet to 
leeward has over an extended fleet makine, an attack from* the 
windward, iis formerly €r/nmerate\/^ anj lb fully ccintirined, that 
in vcv ai itnlating them, we are obliged to make ulb of alnioil the 
lame words as arc made ufc of by jVir Byron luinlelf in his 1-u^.r, 

• 

<59, \f^ By their fiiperiority of lire, the Ihips in tiie van wcr.. 

tiiia!)led in coining down to-the attack; lnj^>ri‘ they ‘lar, 

broirrhl-lo^ hi cf fituatioii from 'whviiec they loiild y I he tnrinw 
(No, 3 3.) 

70. 2rf7t', By being to leeward, the enemy, he liivs, tlkl giv.\?: 

damage to our mafts and tigging, while our lhr;t^ etrviid not i v.vek 
them, by ihro^ven Into the 'watef» (No. o-t.) 

7 1. 'Fhc GoniwaJ and Lion,*{'u,rt of the van, li-mi heiu; ' 

fepai'atcd and iinfu[>portetl, or being farther to iecvvard, a-, he 
fays, ftiftered moil:, having fullained the lire of the ci!c:n)^’s whc.a, 
line as it palled to lcc^Yal*d. (No. 35.) 

I Z * 
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72, ‘Uhly^ And is it not evident, as well from his letter, as from 
the dtricriptirn, that the enemy, from tlieir lee warn lituatii/ii, laid 
liold of that advantage, by ftealing away at pleafure? (No. jG.) 

7:’. ^From the letter it is clearly demonfirated, that 

ihcM'in'iculty of getting the rear of the fleet brought; into action, 
tlul tiiiil* frtMn the nature of the attack itfclf, not from any abate- 
meat of Ipii h io the ieamen, nor from any dt'tcdl of the (hipping 
on the one lide, or even from any degree of fiiperiority on the 
lUher. 


TIL 
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ARBtTTIINOT’S ENGAGEMENT. 


III. ADMIRAL ARBUTHNOt’s ENGAGEMENT WITH. THE 
french f^leet off the mouth of the CHESAPE^K, 

THE I6th march 1781. 


ETtTRACT OF A LETTER F&OM ADMIRAL ARBUTHNOT, SOTIl MARCH tjBl, 

• LINNEHAVEN BAY. 

7'K ‘ the 16th, at fix A. M. tlje Iris made the figmil for 

* difcovcrhig five flrange fail, to the N. N. E. and foon afterwards 
‘ hailctl, that they were large Ihips (leering for the Capes of Vir- 

* ginia, and fnppofed to be dillant about three miles. T imme- 
‘ dial ely concluded it mull be the enemy I was in fc arch of, and 
*■ accordingly prepared^the fquadron for battle, by forming the 

* line a-head a cablets length afundei', on a wind which was then 
‘ frefb, and proceeding towards them with a prefs of lail. At 

* this time C^ape Henry bore S. \V% by W, dillant about 1 * 

* lcague^s, wind at Weil j the French bearing from us, N. N. E. 

‘ the weather lb hazy, that the length of the Britifit line could 
‘ fcarcely* be’ difeerned. 

* At; a quarter of an hour after eight A. M. the wind veered to 

* N. W. by W, and fooa after to N. by W. which gave the enemy 
‘ tlie advantage of the .weather-gage. About this time feveral of 

* the enemy’s ihips were dilcovered to windward, inanoemTing 

* to form their line. 


* At 
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‘ Ar tv. cnty-'.K c minutes after eight, the Ciiuidaloupc ranged 
up ur.der cair leo, hilnging the fame inlolligence witii that al¬ 
ready given hy the ln«, and was ordered to make lail, and e;i~ 
dLa\v)iir to keep light of the enemy. 


' Ai thirty^fivc mlrinres after eight, 1 dirciTted the Iris, liy 
ngnah to make i'ail a-licad, and keep light of the enemy, as 
the lia/e. iopeared to ihiekon. The Britilh line was by this 
time eompietcly formed, and clofe hauled on the larboard tack. 

‘ ;\> twenty minutes after nine, the hcadmofl of the I'rcnch 
iliijiri tacked, as did tlm roll in liiccc/fion, and formed the line* 
iVA the: llarhoaiil tack. 


.\l thirty-live minutes after iilde, the weather being very 
''<juaily, I fornicd the line a-head, at two cables length afunder. 

ft 

" At a tjuarler of an hour itfter ten, T "^mado the fignal ibr the 
:q'i.*dron to tack, the lieadmoA and weaihennoll firll, and gain 

iX> 

' wind of the enemy, , 


* ‘ At a quarter of anJiour after eleven, the headmolt of the 

I rench. line t'jckcd ; but One of them having milled Hays, tlie 
1(11'wore, and formed the line on the larboard tack. 

‘ At h-rty minutes after eleven^ I re-formed my line, at one 
cable’s’lcngtli afunder. 


At 
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‘ .At twelve o’clock, there being a jiroipccl of the x.u\ of nw 
* line rebelling the enemy, the whole of my line tacked l)y hg 
‘ nal, the van firfl, and the leading fhi]^ ccnlinucd to lead on the 
‘ other tack. 


c 

i 

i 


‘ At one o’clock, the In'ench fqnadron having conq letcd tlicii' 
form in a line a-hoad, co-nllfting r‘f eight two deckers, Ix^re 
F. hy*S. tlie BritiJh line clofe hauled, fleering F. 5i. F. wind a’ 



i 

i. 


7 ‘ At half an hour after one o’clock, the enemy being t 

apprehenlivo of the dangt'r and inccmvcnicncc of engaging to 
Aviiidward, from the high fca that was running, and l‘<[ually 
weather, wore, and formed their line to leeward of tlie Britilh 
line. 


77. ‘At tw'o o’clock, the van of my F|Uadron wore In the Unc; 

* and, in a few minytes, the Rohull, which led the licet, and 
** afterwards behaved in the moft gallant manner, was warmly 
‘ engaged with the van of the cnenry. The Ihips in the van and 
‘ centre of the line were all engaged by half an hour paft two, 

* and by three o’clock the French line was broke*; their Ihips be- 
‘ gan foon after to wear, and to form their line again, with tlicir 
t heads to the Sonth-eaft into the cxcan, 

78. ‘At tw^enty minutes after three, I wore, and flood after 
^ ilicm. ’ I was forry t<? obferve the Robufl, Prudent, and Europe, 
^ which were tlic headmoji fliips, and received the whole .r>f the 
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/ fnc at tlicir rigging, as tJicy hor$ down^ io cnfiroly di/a-^ 

* f u /, niul the liOndon’s main-top £iil yard bcang carried ‘4iway\ 
‘ the two lirft unmanageable, lyirtg with their heads*from the c- 
*■ ncin’s, as to be incapable of piirfuit, and of rendering the 

‘ vanMgo we had gained dccilive. 

7 o. ‘ At half an hour after four, the haze came on fa very thicL, 
' a*: tntiitly to intercept the enemy from rtrvy view. Thp Medea 
‘ loimn] me Ibon after, which I dire<n.ed to follow, and oblerve 

* the route of the enemy, while I proceedctl with the Itjuadron 

* to the Cheiapeak, in the hope of intercepting them, iliould they 

* attempt to get in there. \ 


<- 


THE DESCRIPTION OF ADMIRAt ARBTTTHNOT’s BA-TTLE OFF 

THE CIIESAPBAK, l6't« MARCH 1 781 

« 

1*, (Plate VIII. fig. 1 .) ^The French fleet to windward, formed 

in line t)!'battle# on the larboard tack. 

* 13, 'I'he Biitilii fleet to leew^ard, on the lame tack, at twelve 

# * 

o’clock, and in hopes that ^tH^r van w-Quld be able to regch the' 
enemy, (No, 7.5.3 * ' 

■ 

•s=;,_==sjcaa33BaeB9a*t^faMfnaMsasB8Eaxaaaa««MM*B4MaMMnBa|MMMM~— 

V • 

* Biitifli, eight flbips aod three frigates. 

Fieu(h, eight ftiips and four frigates. 


ARBUTHNOT’S ENGAGEMENT. 


E, (Fig, 2.) The French fleet now formed to leeward, at liali* 
after one, having quitted their windward pofltion G, from an 
apjpreheniion of the danger and inconvenience there would be in 
engaging to windvrard, from the high fea that was runnifig, and 
the Iqually 'v^cather. (No. 76.) 

B, The Brilifh fleet in chafe, keeping their wind, 

F, (Fig. 3.) The French extended in line of battle, and re¬ 
ceiving the attack, by firing upon the van of the Britifli, as they 
carae down before 4he -wind, 

B, The Britifh, who had 'vvorc at two o’clock, left their poll- 
tion at G ; are now attempting to flop the van, and fleering every 
fliip upon his oppofite of the enemy. 

Mr Arbuthnot fays, * At two o'clock, the van of my fqua- 
dron weio in the line ; and, in a few minutes, the Robuft, which 
led the fleet, and afterwards behaved in a moft gallant manner, 
was warmly engaged with llie van of the enemy. * 

(Fig. 4.) The fliips in the vaf\ A, and tlio centre B, of the 
line, were* all engaged by, half paft two, and by three o’clock the 

French line wAs broke at FF. 

• . • 

Their fliips began fbon after to wear, and form their line a- 

gain, with their heads to the Ibuth-eaft, mto the ocean, as at O, 
Fig. 4. (No, 77.) ^ 

% 

80. (Fig. ‘ At twenty minutes after three, I ivore and Jlood 
after thcni, (as at B, Fig. 5'.)*$ but was foort fbny lo oblenv the 

K Robuft, 
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RtibuQ, I’nidciit, and Europe, which had been the hcadinoft, 
now the flcrnmort: at A, as they had received the whole of the e- 
ncjny s lire at the rij^ging, as they bare do'ivn^ lb entirely dilabled, 
as was allb the I.ondon, who had her top-ftil yard carried away, 
that we \scic incapable of purfuit. ’ (No. * 


OBSERVATIONS. 

M. Mr ARBUTHNOT,by this battle, having defeated this fnil 
aUein|4 i:if the enemy to acquire a footing in the Chefiipeak; and 
h.svii .g relieved us of our apprehcnfipils for the little army under 
(.lenend Aris'Old, that is, having had the fingular merit of ac- 
cosnpiidiing, in tlie fuUcft manner, the principal objeef of his 
deninviiimi, it is much to bc regi*etted, that an ec|Ljal dcgi'ce of 
] is not due to the action ilfelf. Tor, by this mode of at- 

5 11 i. (Setlion IV.), as well, as by the attempt to l\oj> the van of 
•ii<j » iieifiy, his hcadinoft fhips were /b difablcd, that they cculti 
;i< Iih>.r l into ^ofe iufliot), /lor purfuc ; whereas, on the othcr 
^ haiiti, ihe enemy being uuluirt, and pcixciving the'difordcr of 
til. ib.'itilh fleet, that they <^.vcre tlifablod from fallowing thejn,^^, 
—to aM id the eflcdls of their lire, made litil, *ivor^^ and formed 
:« ne\v li:.- I'f buttle to leeward, (No. 77 .), w^hcrc they were pre¬ 
pared to receive a nc.\v attack, ihould the yritifii Admiral attempt 


t 


.•S2. 




1! jio en;i;agement, however, is diflingulflmd fro^n the two 
by a m..ncciivre peculiar to itfelf 5 and mull: be ..of Ibrnc 

avcight 
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wciglit in fiipport of what huvS bccii .idvancctl witli reij.Cvl Ut 
French ideas. I'or, quitting the windwaid lUiiatiun, wlii»:h ilu-y 
were pofi'eflcd of, and alTiiming their pod. to leeward, us die) 
did, (No. 70.), they pliiiiily Ihowcd, tliat they wxtc conl'idoru in 
tlieir fuperior knowledge in naval ta^lic ; that they voliod on r-.ir 
want of penetration ; and, getting to Iccvvai'd, dial iliey ini’licd m.- 
irrefifuhlc dcfirc would liuri*\'^ us on t(.i make die cnlloinan* at 
tack, (Introd. page 20.) though at a difadvaiitage ahiioit 1 

the pcAvcr of calculation; by which, tlio Britilh Admira!, ?m- 
vitig his lliips crippled in the lirft onfet, never alter was ablo in 
clofe with, follow up, or even detain one fiiigle iliip of thcni loi- 
one moment. (No. J7.) 


IV. ADMIRAl. craves’^ ENGAGEMENT WtTII THE ERUNCH 
FEE l/r OIT THE MOUTH OF THE CIIESAPEAK, THE .51*11 OF 
SEPI'EMBER ITS I. 


\’C ; R''.! r or A I.r.TTKR l WOM \ K-E-..U>M 1 R.'VL CRAVLS, ACCL.'T 3 I ST 17;!.', 

% 

OrK SANDVnoOK. 

S.‘J. ‘ I heg you will be plealhd to acquaint my Lords C!oni~ 

‘ miliionofs of the Admiralty, that the moment tl»e wind i'erved 
•* to carry die tliip^s over the bar, wliich was hnoved lor the puj- 
‘ pofe, the fqiiadron came out; and iSir Samuel I lood gelling 
‘ under fall :il die famp time, the fleet proceeded together, on tlic 
‘ .i 1 ll of Augufl, to tlic loutliward. 

K 2 


‘ Tho 
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‘ TJ\e cruU’urs ^\lnch I IkicI placed before the Delaware could 
give me no certain inforination, and the cruifers, oH* tlu; Clicfa*! 
peak had not joinetl. 'I hc wind being rather favourable, wc 
approached the Chefapeak the morning of tbe^^th of Sptptein-* 
her, when die advanced fliip made the fignal of a fleet. . We 
loon cliicovered a number of great fliips at anchor, w hich fbetn- 
e.l to be extended aevofs the entrance of the Chelapoak, from 
(!anc Homy to the middle ground : 'I'hey had a frigate cruifing 
off tlie Cape, wdiich Rood in and joined them ; and, as \ve ap¬ 
proached, the whole fleet got under tail, and ftretched out to 
fca, with the wind at N. N. E. As we drew nearer, I formed 
the line Iffd a-head, and then in fuch a manner as to bring his 
McliLily's fleet nearly parallel to tlie line; of approach Cif the e- 
ntinv j and, when I found that our van was advanced as for as 
the ilioal of the middle ground Would admit of, I wore the fleet, • 
and brought them upon the fame tack with the enemy, and 
nearly parallel to them, though we were by no means extend¬ 
ed w itli their rear. So foon as 1 judged that our van would be 
ahk' lo ojieratc, I made the fignal to bear, away and approach, 
nr.d, Toon after,-to engage the enemy clofe. Somewhat after 
fv.au*, the a<5lion began amongll the headmoil fldps, pretty dole,, 
.li d ii)on bccalrne general, as far as the fccond Ihip from the 
centre, towards* the rear, ^he vatt of the €ncmy bore anxyay^ lo 
cfll, the cctiLre to fupport or thfey vrotild have been cut 

up. The adlion did not emirely ceafe till a little after fun-fet,> 
tht>ugh at a confiderable diftance ; for the centre of the enemy 
.rmixuied to bear up as it advanced ; and, at that'moment, 

‘ foomed’ 
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*• ft'cmcd to have little more in viev/, than to fliclter their own 
* van, as it went away before the ^vind. 

' j 

‘ His Miijefty’s fleet confifted of nineteen fail of the line; that 
‘ of the. French formed tvrenty-four fail in their line. ^Aftei 
‘ night, I fent^ the frigates to the van and rear, to pufli forward 
‘ the line, and keep it extended with the enemy, with a full iii- 
‘ tention to renew the engagement in the morning ; but, wdica 
‘ the frigate Fortune returned from the van, I was informed, 
‘ that feveral of the fhips had fiiflercd fo much, that they werg 
‘ in no condition to renew the a^Stion until they had feciircd their 
‘ marts : we, however, kept well extended with' the enemy nil 
‘ night.’ * 

‘ We continued all day,^the 6th, in fight of each other, reiJair- 
‘ ing our damages. Rear-Admiral Drake fhifted liis flag into 
‘ the Alcide, iimil the Princefs had got up another main-top mart. 

The Shrewlhury, whofe Captain loft a leg, and had the firft 
‘ Lieutenant killed, was obliged to reef both top-mafts, fhiftal 
‘ her lop-fail yards, and had ftiftained very great damage. I or- 
‘ dered Captain Coljpoys of the Orpheus to take command of her, 
and put her into a ftatc for a^bn. 

■ _ 

* The Intrepid Jiad.both fop-fail yards fhot down, her top-marts 

“ fn great danger of falling, and her Iftwcr mart's and yards Veiy 
“ much damaged, her Captaih behaved vvith the greatefh 

* *' gallantry to Cover the ShrCwfbtiry.' The Montague was in great 

‘ dange’ 
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‘ uan j;cj' <.f hei* maOs; the Tcrril)le fo leaky as to keep all 

* ivjL- ]»uni]'>s going; uiid the Ajax allb very leaky. 


in tlic pielent Hate of the fleet, and being five fell of the line 
• 1.'. nnrnhcr than the enemy, and they having advanced verv 

‘ v\ .1 ji in rho wind npon ns during the day, 1 determined to tack 
'• ;n . cighr, to proveiit being drawn too far from the Chefapeak, 
liid t'> ibtJid to tlie northward, ’ 


T-M DESCRIPTION OF ADMIRAT. CRAVES'ri KNGAOF.MFNT 
Ol ! TDE CllFSAl*]-A k, T H F 3T11 Of SEPTl-MBEll 17S1. 

SI, (Plate IX. fig. 1.) The French fleet at anchor, ami cv- 
tended aevofs tlie entrance of the Chefapeak, from Cape Ifenry 
to I’le i iiiddlc gi ontaJ, v'ho, as foon as they perceived the Britilh 
iiiL\ V imder fail, and flrctclied out to fea upon 

the !. rla.:n'<l tack, a:> at C*-. 

'li'.e BntifiTi fleet adv^ancin-g tollie inid.dlo groiirjd, bnt not 
till ajiei- the French had leit it, formetl in a line ncarl)' parallel to 
tin.l t>r Li.o I'Vci'.cI’ at Ch 


15, if.;, '2.) 'll 10 Bridfa fleet, afier having advanced as far Us 
tile 1- ' . ! tlie middle ground, as per courfe Ay wore j and 

• ' liaA'i ng 




rn 7 f fn ^ S . 'itl a firc-ihii). Frcndi, '^4 (hips. Frigates, 
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Slaving flood after tl’.c enomy, arc now i^poii tiic Kul^bard tack., 
extended in line of battle a-heacl, and alinoll a-breafl of them. 

(Fig. 3.) IVIr C:iRAvr.s fitys : ‘ So foon as I judged tliut ouv 
* van would able to operate, I made the iignal to bear away, 
‘ and approach as at B; and, foon after, to engage the enemy 
‘ clolb. * ^ 


(Fig. 4.) ‘ Somewhat after four, the adllon began amnr.gfl 

* the headmofl fliips, pretty clofc, and foon became general, ni 
‘ far as the fecoiid Ihip from the centre^ towards the rear. Ihe 

* van of the enemy bore away, * as at U, ‘ to enable their centre 

* to fupport them, ’ as at F, fig. 4. ‘ or they would liaA'o been. 

* cut up. • 

‘ "Vhe a<5lion did not entirely ccafe till after furifet, tlioiigli ai 

* a conlidcrabic dillance ; for the centre of tlic enemy conritmed 
‘ to bear up as it advanced; and, that moment, foemed lo have 
‘ little more in view than to fhcltcr their own van, as it went 

away before the wind. 


8.5. Mr Gray res might Iiave .added, that the i'Vench fleet, fiv 
making this* njo\ einenr, ngl only covered tlicir own van a.s'* i? 
Y^ent off, but t^iey completely dnab^pd the van of the Britifh, 
uOw feparated and unfiipported, and wlio fiad Ix’cn beft>ro greatly 
liurt in iheiK rigging, hy^ making the attack as they ditl, infomuch, 
lliat hardly a fliip was able to fland after, and prevent the enenn/ 
from forming a new line to leeward. (No. IG. to 37. incluflvelv.) 


i »K 
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The fleets contimied in fight of each other for five days fiic- 
ccflively, and, at times, were very near ; biitoms had not fpeed 
enough, in fo mutilated a date, to attack them, and they Ihowed 
no inclination to renew the a<£tion ; but they generally maintain¬ 
ed the wind of us, yet did not make ufe of that power 

s 7. Tlie anxiety of the French to avoid a battle on this occa- 
fion, and their manccuvrcs in confoquence, that they might not 
«gain be prevented in their defigns upon the Chefapeak, in which 
they had been difappointed by Mr Arbutunot, are fo much 
alike to what has already been deferibed in two engagements, the 
one with tlic unfortunate Admiral By no, and the other with Ad¬ 
miral Bvron off Grenada, that tlie obfervations then made being 
equally applicable in this cafe, it will be unneceiTary to repeat 
them. 

V. 


• Cerfain Trench OfTiccrn on board their own fleet, it is faid, having received 
-an invii.ition from the Admiral fo dine with Mm, on feeing the Britifli fqiia- 
dron proacliing the Clicfaf-eik; in the morning, and dreading they might be 
attjrivcd before they could be prepared for aQion, pleafantly faid to a gentleman, 
then prifoncr on boar*.!, We have received an invitation from' tlie Admiral to 
dlno v.itli liim to-tlay, but it mull'have been from you» Admiral, not <^ur 
<nvn ;—c.\prt$Vmg, by this, an'apprehcnfion that tliey might lofc their (hip, and 
•be t.iken prifoTiers. 





IIOPNEY’S EN GfA GEM E N T. 


t i 


A » 

V* OEORGE BRIUGES^t^JXJNEy’s ENOAGEMENX WITH 

THE'jS^fiJNCU FXEBT OFF XHE WEST END OC MARTJN^CO, 
APRIE % 7 * 1780 , 


IJXTAACT Ot A LETTER FROM AOMIEAL SIM <5fiORCE BlUpGFS-EODNEY, 2(^ri£ 
APRIL OFF FPETrEpYAL, MARTIPJICO. 


88. * In this (ituation both fleets remained till the 1 5th inftant, 

‘ when the enemy, withMieir whole force, put to fea in the mid- 
' die of tlie night ; immediate notice of which being given me, 

* I followed them ; and, having looked into Fort-Royal Bay, 
‘ and the road of St Pierre’s, on the 16th we got fight of them, 

* about eight leagues to leeward of the Pearl Rock. A general 
‘ chafe to thd nprth-wefl: followed and, at five in the morning, 

we plainly dijeovered th^it tliey confifted of twenty-three (ail 

* of foe line, one fifty gun ftiip, foree frigate^, a lugger, and vi 
ciRter.’ ‘When night came on, I formed the fleet in a lin!e of 

^ a-kead, and Ordered foe Venus and Greyhound j^gates 

** to keejfk between liis Majefty’s and the enemy’s fleets, to watch 

* th^ir><^^|K|9dons, whi^jh was admirably well’attended to by that 

* 'goo4 add veteran officer Captain Ferguflbn. 


L 


' The 
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* The mancevivres the enemy tnade, durii>g;^e night, indicated 
‘ a willi to avoid battle* which I detexmihedTbey ihould not, 

* and therefore counteracted ah their Motions. 

^ Y 

* At day-light, in the morning of die 17th, we faw the enemy 

* diftindly beginning to form the line a-hcad. Im^e the lignaf 
‘ for the line a-head, at mo cables length diibmce. ^ At forty-five 
‘ minutes after fix, I gave notice, by public lignal, t/ja/* riiy /Vi- 
‘ tention ivas to attack the enemys rear -with my *whole force ; 
‘ which fignal was anfwered by every ihip in the fleet. At {even 

* A. M. perceiving the fleet too much extended, I made the fig- 
‘ nal for the line of battle at Caae cab*e*s length afunder only. 

* At thirty minutes after eight A. M* I made a fignai for a linf 
‘ i '£ battle a-breafl, each fhip beating from the other N. by ’W. 
‘ and S. by IL and bore down upon the*^ enemy. This fignal was 
‘ penetrated by them, who difeOvered my intention, wore, and 

* formed a line of battle on the other tack j I immediately m;^e 

* the llgnal to haul the v^dnd, and form tb^ line of battle a-head. 
‘ At nine A. M. xnadd tihe fignal for tlic line o# battle a-head* at 

* two cables length, on tl 5 ,e Inboard tack. 

( 

‘ Tlic different movement6..of the enemy obliged me to be very 
^ attentive, and watch eve^ opportunity that offered of attacking 
‘ them to advantage, 

^ /t* ' J V ^ ' 

‘ 'I’he manoeuvres made by his Ms^effyis fleet will ‘appear 
*• iheir JLordlhips by^ the minutes of the fignals maijesj before and 

* dining the a^flion/ At eleven A, M. I made to pre- 
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VO 

^ paie for battle^ tO‘ ijonvince the whole fleet I was detci mined to 

* bring the en^nly lb art engagement At fifty minutes after ck‘v cn 

* A M. I made the fign^ for every flup to bear audJlier 

* her oppojiie tn the auniy s hne^ agreeably to the 2iff arucle ot 

* the additional Fighting Inftrut^hons, At fiftyduc minute? after 
*• eleven A •M I made the figtial for battle , a few minutes atter, 

* the fignal that it was iny intention to engage clofe, ami, oj 

* cotirft^^ the Admirals Jhtp to be the example. A few minutes 

* before one P M one of the Kcadmofl; fliips began the uStion 

* At one P. M ^ tlie Sandwich in the centre, after having received 

* feveral fires from "the enemy, began to engage, perceiving, fe- 
‘ veral of our thips engaging at a diilance, I repeated the fienal 
‘ for a clofe acSlion. The a^on, in the centre, continued till 

* teen minutes after four P. IVE, when Montieur Guichen in the 

* Couronne, in which tfy^y had mounted ninety guns, the Tri~ 
‘ umpbaat and Fendant^ e^er engaging the Sanebwu h for an boar 

* and a half bore amay. The fuperionty of the fire from the 

* Sandwich, and the gallant behavioui of her officers and men, 

* enabled her to fiifiain lb unequal a combat, tliough, before at- 
‘ tacked by them,^r bad heat three Jhtps out of their hue of hattLy 

* liad entirdy broke k* and w’-as td leeward of the wake of the 

‘ Fient^h Admxrsd. ’ ‘ ^ 

' ' » 

» « N 

* At the cpnclufion ol* the battle, the enemy might be faid to 

* be cornplctcly beat j but iuch was* the diftancc of die van and 

* year from the centre, and the crippled condition of feveral 

* imps,'^^atfieularly tlie Sandwich, who, for twenty-four hours, 
^ wjis difiiculty kept above water, that it J^as unpoffible to 

L 3, * puili'o 
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‘ piuiuo them the g3fe4,tei]t dirtd\am 

‘ However, every endeftVour Was tp 8e^t m oidci r 

‘ and I liave the ^loait|i?i^to ^helr oLorjSildpf, tliat, oiv 

‘ the 30th, we agaS^,^o|: ^ght of the enemy’s fleet, and, for three 

* fueceiTlve da>s* ^thom, but without eflb^, they 

« cycry endekvput, jpbiliWe to avoid a fetond .md endea- 

‘ voiired to ppfh for Tort-Royal, Martinko : We eut tlicm off 
‘ To prevent the another a€tio% they tbOh ’Skelter tinder 

‘ Guadaloupe, 

* I found It vfras in vain to foll<^. them with his Majefly^^s 

* fleet in die condition they were In^ every imotion of the 

* enemy indicating their ^intention Of getting into Fort-Royal 
‘ Bay, Martmico, where alone they could repair tlieir fliattered 
‘ fleet, I thought the only chance we h^d of bringing them again 

* to action, waa to be Fort^Royal be^nrn them|<.^vrhere the fleet 
‘ under my command now is, in dafly e1cpe6:?idon of dieir ^mval. 

* I have despatched fligates to windward to leeward of eyery 

‘ ifland, to their appnia**'. 


THjr 







AGRMENT. 



« I 

J>ll.8CR.U'riON CF HIM OtO'SLCL BJltPOES«!l01>Nl y\ BAT- 

rhv oip fiiE wEail' end e>r MAii^i|:wico» tije ^1*7x11 or 

BLK F, (Plat^ X* *FlAe Ften<ih ilcet to at 

light, fectet tlie lar¬ 
board tacit, ' t 


W(^<UU 'I ^ J ^ 

B, The Briti{h fleet Minutes after weight, 

form^ in line of battle down on 

and after Sir Oeorge had %y public fignal'^ ^sx his 

intention, was to attack the en^hty’s r^aV with his whole force, 
which fignal was anfwered by everjrfhip in his fleet, (Vid. a,) 

t * < 

F, (figir S.')^ The Fi^isfii^iieef In the ifiBt of weaiing, and fotm- 
ing upon ihc'Ikrhof^^;^!^ penetrated Sk GeorgeV flg- 

nal. (Vid. ^.) * 

]B, The Briiifli S^'ilia ia Une ^ing down. 

B, (figl s.) oF%de a-head; 

at two cables led^/dx laii^^d, taefc,^ the Signal fa 

haul the 'Wind being prevtov^y xp^de ai.tiine o*clock. ^ 

F, The enemy lying-t^, IctnsbSH thi'i^dtfeack#' 


* BrittOi, 20 ^p 8 «£ the tine, 1 fifcy> add 4 frigates.^ 
Itoch, 25 


NAVAL TACTICS. 


(fig- Bridfli fleets fifty minutes after eleven o’clock, 

every one ol’ which bearing down^ and fteering for lier ,oppofitc 
in the enemy's line, agreeable to the 3lft article of^the additional 
Lighting InJlruaions, according to the fignal made for that puf^ 
poll*, (vid. r.) and after Sir C»eorgc’s fignal to prepare for battle, 
v/hich was intended to convince the whole fleet that he Was de- 
tertnined to bring the e^eniy to an engagement. In five minutes 
after, the fignal for battle was given; and, in a few minutes af¬ 
ter this laft, the fignal that it was his intention to ciij^ge dole, 
amify of con rfi^ the Admirars li, to be the example, (Vid. d,) 

A, The Britilli fleet extended in line of battle* A few minutes 
bcftTre one o’clock, one of the headmofl ftiips at D began tfic 
action, and at one, the Sandwich, the Admiral’s own Ihip, after 
Iiaving received feveral fires ftom the entMuy, began to engage 
at C. 

F, Tlic enemy lying-to as before. 


(Fig. 5.) The action continued above thiree hours, w-hen Monf. 
Ouichen in the Couronric, mounting ninety guns, the Trium¬ 
phant, and the Feiidant, after engaging the Sandwich; B, for an 


hour and a half, bore away, as at F, the fuperior fire from the 
S^-.iawich enabling her to fuftain fo miequal a combat, though, 
before fhe was attacked by them, ithe had beat lliree fhips, G, 
out of the line of baftle, had entirely broke and was tO 
ward of the wake of the French Admiral. Ai die concliliion of 
the battle, the enemy might be faid to be completely beat igut' 
fuch W..S the diftance of the van D, and rear A B, from 


and 
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md the crippled condition of fevcral fliips, pariiculaily the Sand¬ 
wich, that we could not purfu# the enemy. 

90. Though Sir George had the merit of giear perjbnal cou¬ 
rage upon this Occafion, yet, it muft be admitted, that die attaclc, 
as put in execution, being die fame, was, ^ courfe, attended with 
tlie like want of eflc€l, which, unfortunately, has uniformly 
msu’ked all our other fea-battlesr For, notwitliilanding all foat has* 
been ^iid, he could not present tire vrary Frenchman from Aiding 
away from him almoA: unhurt, (in like manner as defb’ibed in 
No. 23. 24', and Plate IV. fig. i. and 2.),; while he got his (hips 
fo greatly difabled that he could not ^olloui> up^ or even detain a. 
lingle (hip of the enemy for one moment. It is in vain, there¬ 
fore, to lay the Name of thm mifearriage upon the fuppofed dif- 
t4mcc of tlie van and rear; for, if both had been completely 
«.loied witli the centre, ffom our hypothefia, as well as from tho 
examples given, we have a right "to conclude, tliat the van and 
rear of the French might, as ufual, have Hid away witli the 
fame cafe as the centra li^d done (vid. £■), as icon as they perceived 
themfelves in any danger of beh|g hurt. 

9 f. §ir Oeorge has fu^ tpld Us, that he had given notice, by 
fignal, that^hts intemlim was tt> ^attack the enemy’s rear 
with his'whole force (vid. and theft iNe aftcrwaids fa>s, at 
elev^^ o’cIocIel A. M. I made the figml for every fhip to bear 
down, ^d for her oppofite in tlie enemy’s line* (Vid, c,) 
Why George change his lefolution ? 

02 
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A 

92. 1 lad he carried the intenrion of his firft ligiiai into execu¬ 
tion It ib more than probable that he might have, taken or de- 
llroycd lix or eight ihips at Icaft of the enemy’s rear f ; but, by 
< at i)iiig down his whole line, every fliip lleering upon his op- 
polite, according to the intention of the laft hgnal^ from the eX- 
pciicnce of fprmer engagements, he might have been afllired of 
getting ever)' fhip fo dlHibled by the raking fire of ihe enemy, as 
to be incapable of any future purfuit. 

* 

*) 5. That die Sandwich, the Admiral’s own Oiip, in particular, 
M i'. enj pled, is not fuipiiting ; for, Jifter having beat three other 
dlip'* of the enemy, flic had obliged the Couronne, the Trium- 
\ hint, and the Pendant, to bear away and withdraw from battle. 
Out, in the mancciivrc of theie fix 'fliips of the enemy quitting 
♦ he line, as they di<l on this occafion, it is impofiible not to per¬ 
ceive a lefemblancc to what has'been before expl lined in the cale 
of the alternate ihips, &c. (No, 2 J*. Plate IV. fig. i. and 2.) ; or 
in tlie cafe of the Grafton, the Cornwal, |Uid the Lion, in ^Ir 
<5^ action, where, with fimilar gallantry, getting to leeward 

lo ctA'ci* their fiiends, they w'orc conftrained to fuflain the lire of 
the *1 H Vy’b ^rhole line, as they pailcd tliem to leeward. 

< » 

11 i'ling iiocv p,ivcn five evampits where the.Brkilh, in difplay 
fS their innate clcfire of making the attack, having always attain¬ 
ed 

i * 

Tv Jjif brin fiu*, that tlu* Frcnvli Admtt^l, U|>on perceiving the approach ^ 
*r>t tfjc r.iiulb .(iroTdmg to ihc fir(l broke oat *an cxchma* 

■» ai, Tfiui I \ or 1. v^ii of hia were ^ ' ' 

j /'■. t rii^dc of A<taclc propof^tt* * ‘ ‘ 
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<jd the wiml’svanl pofklon, and where they liavc made thi.T atLa !. 
in an extended line, where each Hup -was Hcert'd down upon l\ci 
oppolite <)f the encniy, and where an idea has generally prevail - 
cd, of making the attack upon the enemy’s headmoil ihips, in 
preference tp an attack upon the flernmoft ; tl\c confcquciKo of 
which has been, that the Hiips making fuch attack could not b * 
i'upportcd but w'ith dilhculty : diKl likewife, where the French, 
on thc*ollier hand, as earneJlly courting and attaining the leeward 
jituation, have always dilahled tlte liritilh fleet : We now pnK eed 
to give other examples, where the French, hy their anxiety in 
keeping to windward, have clearly Ihown their diilike, as well 
of making the attack theinfelves, as of fulieriug the BriliHi ih cr 
to approach them, while in this windward iliuation. 


S E ( 
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S E C T I (} N IL 


or TNu.MT-NTS wnt:uK thi^ i rench, by kpepino thkir 

iLVA'.lS TO WINDWARD, HAVE CTtARLV SHOWN TllflR 
AS WELL OE MAKING THE ATTACK ’iTlEM- 

AS ov sui eeblng the British it.ke j' to ap- 
JJR'^A'.’H JTIEM WIIir.K in this windward SirUATlON. 


f 


*1 

I 


i, Tliai cif Sir Glchiof. Bridge 

M.i' ii iii' O, I A, ^ 

j S ■!' C E o R c; i: Br i n a i.s-R o dn 


s-Rodney, to wiudwnrtil 

Kv, near tlic iainc place, 

• * 


M »y jlL $7SO. 

Sir Samuel Hood, oil' I'on-Roycil, Mardiikt^, ApriJ 
L'U. fTM. 

4 . Admiral Keppel, off Uihant, July 27 . iTTs. 


R 


p^J'OrvVS'l: BRTDGES RODNiEv’s RENCOUNTER WITH 
RENCH 1-LEET, TO WINDWARD* OF MARTINTCO, 


TII E 
MAY 


SO. 




tX'J'lC^Cr O; A LETTER IHOM APMIKAL MR fil-ORCE BRI DOKS-il ODNEY, 

MAY OA l'l II CARLISI.E BAY. 

y 4 . * * vSinoe my letter of the 2 ( 5 tli of April from Fort-Royal 
* Bav, t'eut exprels by the Pegafus,.! niufl dclire you will pleaie 

to 
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< to arcjnaiot Uicir I.onl'Lljv^, tli.ir, :iucr al.'oniii;- tiu. 

* itiaiid of rvT.iilinico, w I'K^fe iiil\a.!'’uan{s had .'natio tr. \\>. 

*• his iMaj'.'ily's ^Iccl had heoii defeat d, hut \m rc-ioon limi- 

‘ \iiii;cd fo tJ>e ^lontravy, hy its apiKaraiiiu b'.i -re ihcir ]H.ru 
*■ whuro it i:oiuit)Uv.*il till the condition of ^^),lrty c'f the ihipa 11;":- 
‘ dor iny t (#innKind, and tiie lee enrrenty, rendtred it Tieceifarv 

* i'or tlic feet to anchor in Choccjtic Ray, iSt laicie, in oiiler ir. 

* put tlic wf^unded and fick men <.)n fhorc, and to water ami re- 
‘ lit the* hcct ; fiignfos having been detached hr-tt! to wiji'.iwani 
‘ and to leeward of every iiland, in order tf» y.ti 1 ir:te]il'.':t '’.j.'e 1 ♦ 

* the 7 nr,t:oiis of the enemy, and timely nt'-tico of dieir ap:irv*ai.!i 
‘ t'.Avaids Marlinico, the only place tju v coultl ivf;! at in ihelh 
‘ Teas. f Living landed the wounded and i'u-lv nu 'i, war-. 1 ed a.Ui 
‘ reiiued die Hoet ; on the t>tli iVLiy, ii]>oii 11.« (i\; 

* gence of the enemy’s i^pproach to wiiuhvai-d <-1 Afariinico, i 

“ put to fea wMth nineteen fajl of the line, lu v gnri thips, 

* tind ieveral frigates. • 


*• Froiii the Gth to the lOth of May, the deei co ■; funi- 

* ing to windward l>et\vecn Tvlarlinico and St Lui.ia, when \v«; 
‘ got fight of the French fleet, about three leagues t" 'Aindwan! 

* of us, Foint Saline oji IVhntinici.' then bearh'g X. N. F. f;w 
‘ leagues, .Captain Ari-UKCK, |n the "iViiimph, joining me liie 
J fame day. 


^ Thcgctieiny’s fleet confifled of twenty-three fail '.>f the iln«\ 
* feven frigates, tw'o floopS, a chttcr, and a lugger. Nothing cf.iiid 
‘ induce Uicni to ri£k a general action, though it was in tlK*' 

IVI a * pov (, ^ 
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po'/.or clailv •. ‘They inaclo, iif tliftcrciit limes, mottoriS which 
Ir. .licL'.t'Al j tlcra c ot' oi^gaging ; but tlicir rcfolntiori failed tliem 
Vv'licu i-nj> il'Wv' near; and, iis they laded lar ^ettor than his 
r^lajc’iv'-. they, witli cafe, could gain wliat dillancc they 

nlcalevl io windward. 


‘ .\s iln v wore fenbbic of their advantage in Hiding, it einboh 
dened them to run greater rilks, and approach nearer to his 
Majillv’s ih'ps than lliey would otherwile have done ; and, for 
(bvev;d ti.’v , a!>oui two in flic afternoon, they bore downi in a 
li.n*. ( r abreall, and brought to the wind a little more 

than ijial'-nt-lhot dilhince. 


*■ A' I watched cveiy opportuniry of gaining the ydnd, and 
i<nv:j"_ li’cui t(.i battle, tI?o cjteiny, on my ordering the llect 
to rnd-e a gre.it deal of fail, on the J .f?th, upon a wind, had the 
v.'.niiv to think \vc were n til ing, ,and with a profs of fail ap* 
piiMih J us much nearer than ufiial. I fiifleretl them to enjoy 
the docejUic'n, and their van thip to approach aljiealr of my 
c rue, vvhen, by a lucky c]>angc t)i wiiul, ]>ereeiving I could 
W' athej- the enemy, I inad^ the fignal fr.r thr third in eom- 
lurud, rhi^n led the van, to t.ick with his fijuatlron, and 

gait^ the wind of the cneni v*. "rhe enemy's lieet inftantly wore, 
:Mul Hed v/ilh a crowd of fail. • 



?%i.ijvdy’s fleet, by thii manoeuvre, had gained the 
iid wcn!;d h ive forced the enemy* to battle, had it not 
cil lix points, when near the enemy, and enabled 


‘ them 
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iheitTi to recovcx that advantai^c. rio\‘':jvcr, U d'nl not 
'uiCTli to weather his Majelly’s fleet lb inueli, hut the v.m, Icvi 
])y that good aud gallant oflicer. Captain Rov, kr, about Tf vi; ; 
in the. ereniug, reached centre, and was hollowed by 

Rear-Admiral Rowlev’s fquadron, who iluni led the van ; 

centre and Pcar of his Majefly’s fleet fodowhig in t)rch>»\ 

» ' 

‘ s 

‘ As the enemy were under a. picfs of lal!, none but t!io v.;-' 
of his Majefly’s fleet con^J|bmc in for any port oj' the acd.'u. 
Without wafting his Majefty’s powder and I hot. I'lie er. .my 
wantonly expended a deal of theirs, at lucb a dillaacc as to have 
no cfFodl. ^ . 


‘ The Albion, Captain Bower, and in o Conqueror, Rear-Ad- 

* iniral Rowley, were the iliips that fufflrcd moll u\ this reii- 
‘ counter. But 1 am furo, from the flackiicfs of their lire, in 

* coinparifon to that of the van of his hlajefty’s ilcet, tlio one* 

* lily’s rear inuft have fuffered very confideralily, 

‘ Tlie enemy kept an awful diftance rill tlie 1 9th inltant, 
when I was in hopes that 1 Ihould *have weathered them, but 
*■ 1‘iad liie mortiiicarion to he difippointed iu thtfe hopes ; liow-- 
‘ c^r, as they were convinced their rear cv)uld not elcapo 

* i^)y' feeined to have taken a rblohition of rilking a general 
^ one I and, when their van had weatfiered us, they bore away 
^ along our^ line to windward, and began a heavy cannonade, 

* hut at fucll a diftance as to do little or no execution ; hovvevea- 

* their roar could not efeupe being clofely aua« hed by'(iu* ihlps 
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^ cf tlio v^in, Icil ?)\ (!o:nino;Iorc Ihvni.AM; ar.J with plon- 

‘ luit* I cait lay, tftat th-j <irc of liis A'lajeOyX (liips \v;is far i’lipe- 
‘ rior to liiat of the enorny, who muH have received p;K'at <Iii- 

* liKirc' bv tlie renconurcr. 

« 

' ‘ [’h. Xlljirni act! (a'nqncror fiiflercd nuicli iti tliis lad at^lion, 

‘ aoil leveral ( llier d'.lp^' received coid'iderahle danini^e ; a lifl of 
‘ ‘.\liich, as likewife of tile killed and wtninded, I have tliu lio - 

■W; 

^ oonr to oncloie. 


• " Die ourfuit of the cnetnv had led ns forty loayne-v direCdb, 

* ^ ♦ t "v ^ 

' to win. I ward. of Martiijicc') ; and, as die enemy had flood ttj 

* the northward with all the fail they could pofhhly jnels and 
' WL-re out of fight the '2id inflnnt, the eonclitit»n of lih^ Majefty’s 
‘ ddps being fnch as nor to allow a Itaigcr purfniv, T font the 
‘ ( onqueror, Cornwal, and Ikwnc, to Sr I^iicia, and fiotnl with 

* ihe remainder of his IMajefiyf-^ ftfips towanls Barh.tdoes, in o»r- 
‘ ^Itr to put the li'.k. and wounded on ihore, and tepair the ft|na.« 

-.ii’i n. 


o 


RrpTio^N oi- 
.,C‘'JN'rKU W'lTH 
0>! M.VKTINICO, 
MiOVi: ni'TTER 


SIR ^GEORGE B R f 1UH:S-R ODNEy',S 
i ME rRK^.cJi rr.i-Ej*, To winhward 
rni- 15. MAV 17 .so, taken from t 

of :ll. MAV I 7 HO. 


ol' bau’e 


(Plate XL fig. 1.) The BriiKh fleet extended iu lire 
t.> leeward, and endeavouring to get to windward. 

F, 
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r. The French fleet, for fovenil a!;r<:si the h'-ia 

iii ilie iiflcrnoon, bore (lowJ\ in d lino ol h.oile ; 

and t>r!.)H|:;hl to the \vdnd a little niorc thjn r-.ii'idoni^ihol 
(as at O). 


- t ’ , 

LiilLlIJ' ; , 


(Fig. ti.) The Ihench, U[>oii ih.e l .'ith Mee,, 


11 R‘< 


that the Britith were ivtiiini*:, came down wit!.. in';.!', oi' t'.i-h 

• V' 

ar.d approached itearcr tlum iitiial, (as at I’, lirii j.o'.uou). 

B, 'l\he Britilh licet in i’nll pohtu)n. 


i 

« 

* 

i. 


Silt OjiORftE fays, i hiirerc\l titem t * canny ihe ileccj'ition, 
and thoir van Ihips to approach of my - enire at Ih 

when, by a lucky change of wind (:.’/</. 1), perceiving 1 t.oii!a 
weather the enemy, f made the fignal for the van to tack, as a*, 
F, and gain the wind of the enemy. The enemy’s liuot In- 
flantly wore, as at GG j aad*Hcd with u crowd of uil due 
contrdi*y tack, (as at H.) ’ 


B, (Fig. The Britllh fleet having unv gained die wiiui, 

(Sec* 1), would have forced the eneftiy m battle, had not the 
wind at once changed fix ]K)ints to K, vviu‘:i iKe.»r die enemy'', 
which enabled them to recover tlic wedther-gagv, (as in log, 1.) 


F, (Fig. 4.) The French recovering die wcaUier-gage, tlie 
w'ind havinjj changed from I back to K. 

G, The former line of couife of the French licet when die 
wind was at 1. 
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B, "I he I'hltilli having ij{>\v lofl the %vci)ther-gage, hy the 
«. g iVoin I to K, and endeavouring ♦ > reach the cen- 

M e I I'le- I 1 . neh i'MlC. 

Tile- hue ol die Biitifh ctmrfe before the wind change«.L 


.. a i i t lay.-', '' I he van, led by Captain Bowl:r, ahmit fc- 
V j iii :;ie c ceiling, icachcd the enemy’s centre, and was lidlow- 

■ id i*v Rea. - \tliniral Rowley’s IqnadrQn, who then leif the van, 

■ the v.entre aiui rear ol his iVIajcfty’s fleet following in order. As 

enetny were \iiulcr a prcls of fail, none but the van of the 
• -V’riiiih {hit rgHild < oine in for any part of the engagement, with- 
‘ laiit w illing powder and ihot; tbo enemy wantonly expending 
‘ i ut .d of theirs, at inch a diftance as to have no efieifl. ’ 


^ I 

c • I 


n ISi. Rl e riON' of sir UEOROE BRIDCiLS-RODKEV S Uf:?; * 
I’NJ'l R V\ » m TiiE FRENCH tLEET, 'FO WINDWARD Ol 
'»N1<TJNIC0, may ll>. 17^0, FAKEN I ROM HIS J-iiTFER 

oj- MAY :n. 17 ^ 0 . 


. B, (Rilte Xn. Fig. l.) The Britifh lUct, on the lUth 
’v. again diiaj poijncil lidgalning the wind. 


V, 'File van of the IVeiich fleet weathering that of the Brituh, 


fg- ' t.nemy kept an awful diflaiiee till the J Ot*b infl;. (fa>c* 
; r. . s ), w i iC n 1 w as again in hopes that I ftioukl huv|? wea- 

‘ ithcr# 

t . • /» 

« 

^ bte Fig. I, B, Britirti, I', French. 





R O D X ’ S 


C. A C M N T. 




* iher-ed tlicin ; but 1 had j»i r 'lu .tticji to be ilillippointcd \t\ 
‘ tlicfe hopes, However, as dv.-y coiw inced tl'.cir rear v - ulJ 
‘ not eJ'capo a<!ilion, they ieeined to b,i.v t;i!<cn a rciblution ol' r»i!t~ 
*' inr; a. general one ; a.ul, when their ^ .ni bad weathered Us, lliov 
‘ bore awav,* along our line, to whulsvard, ’ (as in ]”ig„ 2.) 

F, Q'ig. 2.) TJie I'reneh van liavinp; wealJicre-.l the Ihitiih, 
bore away, along the line, to windwaid, and began a heavy e\!i- 
non;idc, but at fuch a dihanee as to do little or no extenrion ; 
however, their rear O could not cl'cape being cK attacked v.) 
the ihips of the 11h*iiili\ van i), led by Cioininoilore i i< -tji.v m. SI. 
t.ii:c>!<.c;E ia)s*, ‘ It is with plealiire 1 can i'ay, that the lire i't. 

liritilh Ihips was lar fuperiov to that of the encanv, wli j r.iul; 
*■ have received great damage by the rencounter. ’ 


f.)7. Without farther obfoiValiou at prefeiit on tiic jkiMiio t.f dic; 
nianycuvring which took place in either of thefe rcncfiuiitcrs, it rna\ 
be proper to remark, that tjie French,^in both, contrary to iJiuir u- 
i'ual ].>raCllce, have kept a windward litualiou. However, it will 
evident, from Sir George’s letter, tliat as it wcis their canicll tU 
f.ro to get ba^;k to Fort-*Royal writlK^ut being farflur lain, ib tbev 
iicgleclcd to inanceuvre to accompiilh their objc^fl ; and tiic hii.tt, 
which they mfide of approaching tl\e Briiilh fleet ibs l(.uv or live 
days in fueceJjSon, cotild be intended only as an airc r.pt to thi«*vv 
the Admiral off his gu^ird : T’herefore, as neither of thcl'e iifli ii 
can be confidered as auy thing more than accidental l eiu our.tci 
our general pbfervatipns will remain with the lame fotaa- as l)’r~ 
fore,. aiiid will.confirni us in the belief, tliat the Fiench vviil tic 


. / \- 
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vcr ho iudiiccd, in prejudice of their object in view, either tQ 
in.'ike or fiih.hn an attack, if it can poffibly be avoided, whether 
f>]>ieOl: fhall be getting back to a port, an attack upon a par¬ 
ti*. u!ar place, the fitving ot their fleet in general, or the preferv- 
ing ol it entire to the conchilion of the war. 


ill. <irR SAMtTcr, hood’s engagemknt with the frenci* 

FLIir r GIF FORT-ROVAE, MARTfNICO, APRlI. 1781, 


lPl?tTH\CT or A LE1TLR IPO^f Tt I-'AR-ABM lU A L SIR SAMUKJL HOOP, 

MAY I78J. 


H?-;. ‘ Saw nothing of the enemy or Amazon at day-light. A 
Ihlie before nine tlio Amazon joined me, the enemy then in 
I'cbt, c'x)ir!ing tiown betwqpn Point Salinc.s tUid the Diamond 
Rock ^ n'.Jtle the fignal feu* a dole line, and to prepare for ac- 
lif>n. At the oiicjny appeared, forming tlic line of battle. 

i n'inuitcs.i'.'A. nine, the Prince Wiiliain joined me from 
C =rob-liiet Ikiy ; and, as blent for licr but the night before, 
C.i| ::fin l^ouc.r.As’s exertion innfl: have been gi%‘a,t, and does 
l.irn inc.v K cr*. v!il, to be with me lb ibt>:i, haying the greatcll 
} :n i o,i'Ms o.v. w to t < fled iji the night. . Twenty-fc.ven minutes 
pjf luiic, l.w n'led oiir t-oloiirs, as did the Frcnda 'Admiral and 
hi - Ai lif et.n nnnutes pafl: ten, made the Slircwflnuy’s 

fi' iiA] u* . r her co*.!rfe to windSvard, Ibc being the leading 
il.ip ; but f on perceived t’le wind bad Ihifted, and that ilxe w^as 

‘ as 
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as clofo to the wind as llio could lye. Ai. iJdi ly-ii v miunu i 
palt ten, tacked the ftjuadrou altogellier, the van of the cii;\i.v 
being almofl. ahreaft of our centre, and at eleven began to lire, 
which I took no notice of. At this time the Ihips in i-'ort- 
Royal Bay Hipped their cables, and got under fail, At.twentv 
minutes pi*fl: eleven, I tacked the f«.[uadron altogether, and, re¬ 
peated the lignal for a dole order of battle. At twenty-five 
minutes pall eleven, tinding the enemy’s Ihot to go over us, 
lioiHed the lignal for engaging, and, in palling our van and the 
enemy’s rear, exchanged Ibine hroadlides. At forty minutes 
alter eleven, the enemy tacked. At forty-five ininutcs after r;!c- 
ven, made the lignal for the rear to dole the centre. At fifty- 
live minutes paft eleven, finding it impoffible to get up to the 
enemy’s fleet, I invited it t<^ come to me, by bringing tlie 
fiiuadron to under their top-lails. At half pall twelve, the 
i'rench Admiral, in the Bretagne, iiegan to fire at the Barfleur, 
will, 11 ^vas immediately retiu'ned, and the adion became' gene¬ 
ral, but at too great a dillauce ; and, 1 belie ve, iicver \v >•> more 
powder and fliot tlirowii away in one day before : but it was 
with IVIonfieur de GrassIJ tlic optffenof diflance* lay ; It wasm.t 
polTible for me to go nearer. At ftnc, I made the lignal for the 
van to 111!, the French having filled, and draw’ii alicad. /\r Ic- 
vonteen mimifes paft one, made* the Shrewsbury’s lignal, the 
leading Ihip,^ to make more laii, and fel tlic top-gallant iaih. 
At thirty-four minutes pall one, repented the ligiial for a dole 
line of battle; and finding nor one of ten of th.c enemy’s fla i 
reach us, I ceafed filing ; the ciiGiiiy did the lame loon alter , 
but theif vail and ours being fornewhal nearer, contiuncil 
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* engage ; and, thougli the French Admiral had ton fail ailern of: 
‘ him, and three others to windward, he did tlot make a ncarejt* 

* appjroach. The merchant fhxps, at this tinic, •v^e hauling id. 

* clofe under the land, attended by of two decks, liip- 

* poled to he armed cn futL\ and two frigates. At eighteen liii- 
‘ lujtcs pad three, the firing coafed between oiir van arid that of the 

* enemy ; nuidc the Shrewlbary*s figrtal to make more fail, in or- 
‘ ckr to get to windw’ard of the eOefny. At forty-five minutes 

* pall four, font Captain Finch to the Shi*ew»fbury to order Cap- 
‘ tain Rokehtson to keep as near the^Wind, iSttid carry dl tlie.iail 
‘ ho could, fo *is to prOferve the line'of battle, and to return back 

along the line,, to acquaint every Captain of the fame. At fifty- 
‘ ilvcn minutes pafl five, the packet going to Anti^a, w^hlch 

* had kept ^mpany with thtjfqnadron, came wndiin hail, to ac- 
^ tpiaint me, by order’of Rear-Admiral Drake, that the RtiflH 

* was in gieat dilb'cfs, Iiaving r^eived feyetal foot beUveen wind 

* and water ; that the water was over the platform of the inaga- 

* zinc, and gaining iifton tho pumps $ and that three of tlieir 

* guns were difmotmted. At eighteen minutes paift fix, made foe 
‘ Rufiefs fignjd'to come within hail, which was anfwta^d j the 

* enemy’s fleet, confilling oT twenty-four fail of the .line, at this 

* time aljout four^miles to wriodward. At half paflfcveia. Captain 

* SuTHBRIGAND of foe Ruflcl cAttie on board, whom I ordered, 

‘ if he could poflifely^ by exertion, keep the foip above water, to 
‘ proceed to St Euftadus, 'or any other port he could make, and 

* acquaint Sir GeorgE Rodney of afothat palled* At forty-five 

* minutes pafl: nine, foe Lizard <Canie Within hail, to Inform 

* by the defire of Captain Su there AKjj, that lie Md bpre 

On 
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* Oa IVIonday, ApijI 30th, d£ty4ight, found tbe van and 

* iacntre. of the fquaclion-i^^aratcd M ibm^'diflailce from the Bar- 

* 6eur and rear, owing to winds and calms xu the 

‘ hight, which wouy not alteW tis to keej) the BarlhJur’^ head 
‘ me right way, and BiO went ground And rohftd two ck three 
‘ titnes, whit^ the nthcT thips aifs , at\d^ findings the 

‘ enemy’i* advanced fh3^* Meeting fc^p Van, mafde All* pofliblfe 
‘ fail toWafda them, ai^ direw otit thft iignal Ibr a dole line of 
‘ battle, the enemy’s line heing a good deal extended atid Hat- 
‘ tei;ed At feven, the ^uaxiron Undot my command l»etng pret- 

* ty well fonned, the ^lemy^d advanced ihi^^s hauled offi At 
‘ Itfty-fjx minutes paft levoh, made the pgrtal tor the rear to clolh 
‘ the centre, as thg enemy fretixed tO Ihow a dilpofitioU to attack 

* it At thirty-five minutes paft eight, hkvirtg v6ry light airs of 

* vTmd, the fi^uadroQ was tlfrowO nearly into a line abrOafr; 

* made tlie fignal for coritintdfeg in that form, left, by endea- 
‘ vouiing to regain the hue ^«dl?ead, it itdght become extended 
‘ At eleven, made the fignal ^ a‘ fine ah^ad, at two cables length 
‘ aiunder, the wind backing to the caftward, favoured by form- 
‘ ing in that order, the better to receive the enemy, then about 

* three miles to windvjfard. At fbiuteen minutes paft eleven, 

* made the fignal for the near Xp clole the cenfre. At twelve, 
‘ falling httle wind ag^n, and the fiiips being thrown Into a 

* line abi^aft, made a fi^al forline abreaft, to keep the 

* fqiiadron, as dofe t<>gellv^r as poifiblO,* At twenty-five minutes 

* paft twdye, ^hd ^Mowing fteady at S. E , made the fignal 

* for a general chafe to wihd?^4rd, with a defign of it^thering 

* cert^yjbav^ Exceeded in, had the 

‘ treeze 
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* breeze contu>ucd ; but tlie/Wind/dying dway at four, I fouud ir 

* impradlicablc to weather the enemy, and therefore made the 

* (igiial for a litic ahcWd j ^arid feaviiig lieen infonuc4f that the In- 
.* trepid made fo much witer tKey could'fcafee keej^ her free, and 

* that the Centaur was in the farrie ftate/ owing to the number of 
‘.{hot between wind and water, and that her lower mails were 
‘ very badly wounded, I judged it' improper to dare the enemy 
‘ to battle any longer; and titcrefore' thought it my indlfpcnfa- 

* blc duty to bear up, and rriade Vhe'iignal ibr it at eight o'clock. 

* At ten, brought to for the {qu^dfon to clbie; at forty minutes 

pail ten made fail. At die ift inftant, fiw the cnc^ 

* iny^s licet aftem, alx)ut eight cTr nine miles diftant. At twenty- 

* fix minutes paft five," brdiight to fer the Torbay and Pocca- 

* iiunta to come up, which ’v^ere then witliin reach of the enc- 
‘ my's guns ; and tlic former received a good deal of damage in 
’’ her mails and rigging. At forty-live minutes pall feven, the 
‘ enemy ceafed firing upon tl\c ^jbrfey font the Amazon to tow 
‘ the Poccahiihta up. Af eight, foade the Tignal for a clofc line, 
‘ bearing north and fouth bf "each other. At twenty minutes 
^ paft twelve^ made the ligtilih arid brought to upon the larboiird 
‘ tack, and made tlie'Tighal for'the fhitc and corlcliliori of the 

fniiadron, tha enemy bearing call, (landing to tfie northward. 
‘ Thirty-three'niiniite^ pall three',' made the lignal for a clofe line 
^ north and fo'dth. At 'feur,' die enemy tactedthe foutli- 
‘ ward, and were ftabding that %ay ’at /te\the eveiung, 

* though it w'as almoft 'calm, ■ dib iuam iojv'maft bf \he intrepid 

* fell to pieces over th^ d*^e. Af'foVen‘,^inadb^i^ the norlih- 

* Ward, it being the bpiiiion bf die bdlccrs^br Uiw* fquadro.n a^ 

' qUalfiteci 
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* quainteU with this country, thajt it was the only way of getting 

* to windward, as the currents run very ftrong to leeward, to the 

‘ foudiward of St Vincents. ’ 

* > • 

The condu^l of the French, in this aB^ir with Sir Samuel 
Hood, is much the fame with the tveo Lift of Sir George 
RoDNi?y*s. It is the third time where, contrary to their efta- 
hlilhcd practice, f/jey hitvc kept the %vtnd. But, aware of the 
danger of diis pofttion, they approached ib near the Britilh only, 
as to be able to amufo them with a diftant cannonade, wdiilc their 
merchant Ihips and tranfports might, with lufficicht lecurity, ^et 
into port. 

Belides the above obje£k, and tlie ufual unremitting attention 
to the fafety of their fhips, they had to fecure an eafy accels, by 
keeping to windward of tlicir port ; from which the armaments, 
for carrying into execution the great Ichemcs they had then in 
contemplation, w^erc to be fitted out. Of thefe, the llrft loon 
iiftcr unfortunately took place in the Cheiapeak. 

* ^ > 

From tills battle, We m^j^ judge of the propriety of cannoi^ad* 
ing, even where tliere may^ be the, fmalleft chance of rea.c!iing 
an enemy. ForJ notwithftanding thc^gi^eat diftance of the two 
lleets, and though the Frwch were to windward; yet many of 
their ftiot took place in <the hulls of our fo far below the 

w|ter4ine, that tlrtee of them could, with difficulty, be kept a- 

^dat. 


JV. 
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IV. apmihai^ keppel’s battle off ushant^ 

JULY 27. 1778. ^ 

< c 

I 

99. B, (Plate XIli« Fig. 2.)^ The'Bddlli fieety at fix o!ctock 
in the mornings Handing upon tiNe larhoard tacic» and lying up 
about \V. by N. ; that is, wkh tl^elr heads i^OFtlivi^ards, and r.uig- 
ing between the Heet of the eneitiy and their port of Brcfl;. 

F, The French fleet to windward, and. nearly wdl, having 
kept that fituation for Touj? days before, as mentioned iu Mr 
Kcppel’s letter ; they had their heads ajfb to the north. 

A, At ten o’clock, tlie whole Britilh fleet tacked together, and 
ftooil for the enemy, after having* laia through the dotted lines, 
tlieir fuppoAid courle, and< now upon^ die 'flarboard t^k, with 
their heads fbuthworA 

C, The Britifh fleet advandog in as regular a line as the pur- 
init would admit; and the van having neared enemy, a firing 
began between the headmoH fhips of both fleets about eleven 
o’clock. 

While the Britifh fleet was going dtrougk thefe movements, a 
tquall of wind, attended iVkh ram, arofe, whkll prevented either 
fleet fiom feeing each other's motions; during which time, that 
is, from fix o’clock, tili half an hour .i^cer tea, the* French bad 
iirft ftretched away nortli, on. tlie, larboard tack, to Qy where they 

tacked,, 

i** 

sse- ^ ' -U.U . m il . L'M w r 

’ • t 

• Britiib, 20 (hips, 6 frigntes. French, aS flnpS*. 
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tacked, ^0^^^ ou a ftailx>arcl tack to the fouth, as far 
H , here iifc«Apted a fccoud tack , but feme thipa mifTin- 

flays, from the of the fquall, they yore altogether, and 

yvere got agam with their he ids to the north, when the wea¬ 
ther 4eai*M up, and difcovertd the Briuflt fleet liard upon tliem 
hut on contrary tacks The wind vctenn^ a httle about to the t 9 uth 
in this criltcai plolnTent, favoured the 10^t <?/ the french, by en 
them th up, white, ^^«ourfe, the Bntifh fell oh 

I Op B, of th^^ntiOi, afti^ is 

near as they fpon as it came withm gun-fhot, 

bore away,, and nm ^th^ ime of the enemy, finng at each 

fhip in pafling , the fie^ foltewnfl^ the fame example 

101 E, Bhowa the courfepf th6 French, wifhmg to avoid the 

battle, and taking the advant^e of the ytund, now moie foutherlv, 
by which means thb rear of the Bntifb was able to fetch the centre 
of their fleet only, while, at the the ErenUi van w is 

nbw far to Windward, and preFsting to wear and run to lee¬ 
ward of d;ie Bntifh fleet, 

102 B, (ftg ^^ 4 ) The ©ntifh Admiral, in the ^'^laiory, togc- 
dier with other fhip$ lOf^hSs djtvhmn, after ha\ing piflcd the rear 
of the Eren^hr,^ in the of w^nng, to return to the fupport of 
theu^'retir, or to give 

^ 10 ^ * Formadjihte, Sm Fali islr s f8up, aftci 

havte^ gtVfen‘ Attfl received a broadlide with the 

and other fhlps, as fhe pafled along the hue 
of fomewhat farther to windw ard 

O 


JO? 
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lai- F The French fleet, after hm^g d^w.]K^nmng 

down befoie thi. wind, which, at tliat ttm% them the 

^Pl>earancc of being m dflortfef, whe^ leen frOtji Hugh 

F VI i.Tsi R s flnp, the Formidable 

1 o G 7 fic French in hew Htjse cjf battle* 

upon tUi ftarboard *aclc*' h«44 ‘, 

io(> B, (Iig 4.) 

Irtncli fitet, Iwtwfeeii foul afternoon, on 

the (huho.rJ tjck, with 

hopes that the enem> Vy'ihetr fbrtuM m 

1 ittle w uh him next 

A, I he fupg^fed fttt»»Jatt^,^lV<9td4Mjst 

1 (>“■ F, The FTentJv fle#t leewattt, alfo on 

the haiboard tack, lying rfe<i^-<re th^ Admiral, fhould 

he think fit to ntako ^ 

-f 

3 0 *^ OOO* Threewith lights in their 
poop to aihufe the Brinfh the reft of the fleet 

fhould flip into port before iHon>ing» 


1 09 Mr difcorenh^ fhf^Jit^neh to Windward, 

ftniggled bard % ^out oF five^^ to wit4> ftJ^f at faft, 

the trench, willing to give up ^;^nterf, ^ 

formed their line of battle £avoui3(« 

fote-mcnuoncd cafe of Mr oft ^ 

buf, in atcomplilhmg this n^t^fert^ut, ifr 
fotuier examples, that they Cj^i^d hdtw 
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lion to come within caniion>-lhot of the Britifh fleet, ■»vhen pa fl¬ 
ing oti conttary tacks, as they were forced t<i do, bj the efitifl ttl 
a dark iquall of wind and rain, and which alto prevented them 
from feeing where they till dole upon the Brkith fleet. 

Mr Keppejl., in his letter to4he Admiralty, having given h'u 
rqafbns wliy he did not attack .the Prench fleet in the afternoon, 
it will be imprajpfer*hera.td i^Jdtfeany further remark upon it. 

« f r-ii i ii i r--Tffin ii rTr l T’iin-ir- 

t 

OTU£^VOB3S{tl^TlONS. ^ 

■S 

f- 

HO. Let us fuppoib two adverfe fleets, A and F, (bee Plate XIV. 
Fig. 1 .) with hoftile intention, conte^f^clg to get to witwjSw'ircl, 

0 2/ ^ tht 

% 

>*■ 

g g --' I ■ ■•■ L ' -■■ . r-jt--j ri rfi.—■ .. irf.—Mi.--i-... — —— 

^ "With itfpetl to the abftve obTmvationi, ii fccnis nctf ifnv hen to ntetjrn, 
tlMt they made p »rt ot a. format defeription of this reiicouiuer oJ tht ..7th ot 
July 1778, vjittiMi foon after, and then put imo ijte Jinuinof t ttw fn n is 
riijt the <iuthor being in X«Oticloxi in Jamnry 1780, m.my ihh ulhons ««.io held, 
.« the tiofire, »ml 5 n pd^efe^ice of the fime mend*, as w« 11 lor unpioMuj; uj» , 
for the con mumuatlafg of, thefe ami other tetea'i; 6n n u il t xnd p 'tiiu- 

Hily on oiju ovt (^on, by appointwictif with aft o^cct of nuiit in - 

nt Tl\at they were afitretwaids tnteiuie<) to be ixtferted lu tht full cduion of 
ilm £flUy, printed January *. 4* applicable to tlie two iimthr rtn- 

iounterb Rodney, of the i^ih and 1780, is well as tti this 

ot the ^I7tltir where the advorfe llucta jiuifled cith other on cOnti iry 

Ui^iuu ti^s''afleTi!|rards thought prober th^n to omit them, a* it was loti 

igw^Udn-e to the other paits ot tlie fubjecl to atlvamc any 
^ cutting an encmy*« lute>^An an attack fiom t' u 
having been given. 

Vt. 4 *./ *•, 
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^ iP* 

the 'One of ihc other, and, 'by ifint 0$ iaUing, or by change of 
wind, that the leading {hips of the eUemy F, iHali liayo gained 
J 11. the wind of the fleet A ; h fisetsts evident, if the van. Or any 

of ilic leeward fleet A, was tO^cOOtliiue fhe line of chre^Qn of 
112. their flrfl cotirfe and weiOv not all, bear 

113* .rway, as poi coyrie CC (Fig. 2.), tlie 

enemy\‘4 line of biCtfle tnight be Out In Wim, 
and have tlier^by 

.114. (Fig. 'j.) ; or otherwUe, by^^liidb 4al3g^pt,^^ of .the 

fhips aflciii of this attack bdng "tfuMbJfr sftopped^^or re^fdj^d, 
the enemy F (Fig. 4.)| to fffpp'ort theie WflFbe compiled 

to hazard an engagcmCnlt'fhaB ^Ofe IncieGfd, or he 
mud altogether abandon‘thif fhips £$ {lopped in bis rear at G, 
(Fig. 4 .) . 

l^haps It will be fald, that the rifle of danger attending an at¬ 
tack of this kind, might l|e greatti th^ any advantage that can 
11 7. be piopored,~’n> whidh^b^ts'a^wert^,' The very firft time ever 
wo ihvdi have ^ fpirit to cKpenment, the fuccefs will 

■ he luflicient to juAify the attehipt, ^Ji«x0t3fviT«dtog its, that the rifle 
< ^ damage to fliippitog hi tnakifig dtK? attem^ will found to 
he of left moin^^nt th m in 'tny othef u^ode of attack what- 
1 cr. 


w *1 

1 1 0. But, iince the attempt of cutting the enemy’s line had not 
been thought an advifeablc mealut^ upon ihisoccaAon, fliotdd npt 
f vne «th< t efficient plan of attscck havO heeiT efe^tted,* by whtcl^ 
UjHjn a fuppofition, if tflo '|!WO fl5fcC«dd‘4M&vbrc^^ 

( ach other on conn ar%' tacks, 'fliai the ioa^Bhg^fhip^ of 
fljuadron, after having ranged iWl'^he liAe of die 
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haT.e been appcjint^d to tick, ancF by doubling back, pci 
couri^j B (PUt^ Fig 1 )> have brought the Ihips in the reai 

of F betwtjipn crofs lires ? 

1 G A of ould Jikewife have brought on 

a #jfer aTi4 hfi^^ement, "ot the enemy^ of eonie 

quence, mpft have nbartcioc^ then rear, as m the fonner caic 
Not having been able to Ibrefee, pro^ndc E?i’> or advrfe upon ei- 
thei the one or the otter^ 0^ the cafea,^ dnring the four days the 
Bntiih Iquadrd’a vvt»t£i the enepiy, is \ory e^.rrac7rdi- 

nary , becau&, by h^og to Jeeiivarcl, the enemy, dehrous of go¬ 
ing oH, and die ysritid not changing, u without doubt demon- 
ft table, that the rencounter of ^verfis fieots in fuch p.ohtion, and 
under tuch circumflSinces, will ntier be ^on tlie Ume** t^ky bur, 
r)f neccftity, will always be on contrary ^cks 

j 1 S The tn o fleets, upon pafled each otiier in op- 

pofite dire<ftjons, at the rate of five miles per hoyi That of the 
I icnch conlifted of flops j as the Ipace occupied by each 

Jhip, including the inteirvalt,^betwecti nxay be about 294 yards, 
({'^OO yards, NO 25), their ^^holc line (founded upon the 
I inie piopoftion) hiay be fuppcfcd to be about live miles in 
length FrOin whicH Jt yili be evident, the zuholc extent of 
the refpedlive line fleet muft f^ve p^ifl'ed the complete 

line of die other irt one hour 4 and eacJi thip m die Bntifh line 
mLift therefore have ranged pafl the length of the yhole Fiench 
hue (^dnntung nodflhg extr^yordtaapy to caule a ftoppage) m the 
one fudf ^ th^t titn^v 


j j ^ 
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119, Again, let ns make a luppolition, thiit two, three, or more 

• _ 

lliips, in line of battle, are paffing each other ii^, .oppplite tackp, 
at the rate of five miles per hour ; then will the velocity of the 
tranfit be equal to ten miles per hour. Or, which is the lame 
thing, let us, tor the lake of demonttration, llippole tfie one fleet 
at refl, that is, without any motion ahead wlxatever ; but let the 
motion of the other ahead, and in an oppofite dire^lioii, l>o 
equal to ten miles per hour, then each Ihip of .the fqii;ldroii in 
inotion will pals through a fpace of 880 tect in one minute of 
time. 

f 


]'\)r the number of feet intone mile, being . 
nuiltipiied by lO, gives the velocity .of the tran¬ 
fit ten miles, or .a is,300 feet, performed in 
one hour ; which fuii\ being divided by 60,,i 
will give 8SO feet, tlie velocity of one minute, j 


lO 


60)55iS00(88O 


And as the length of each /hip will not. much exceed i20O .icel, 
thiiii it is evident, that the duration of time in Avhich one Ihip 
will continue in dire£l oppofi/ion to aiiy one other fliip, of equal 
length, in the enemy\s line, fo as mutually to annoy each other, 
cannot exceed one quarter of a minute of tune.. 


1520. Again, luppofe any number of diips, fix, teveti^ or eight,- 
running upon a llarboard tack, at the ratc .t^ five , miles .per hour, 
and an equal number of the enemy, palling in qppolke .dire^lion,. 
at tlie rate t>f five miles jicr hour likewife, {as in Plafo^V. 
fig. 12 .) *, tlien, according to what has been faid, each Ihip of die 

fquadi»n.. 



fc|m(3ron B, wiU pafs each fliip of the enemy F, wiOx the iutor- 
val between Hups inchicled, in one minute ; that is, (the motion 
of both rtijjjs cohipvehcncled), will amount lo .«so feet in one 
minute, f&y ^OO yards,* that being the ufual allowance .of fpacc 
for eadi Blip as extended in line of batde. 

121. Blit, dll fiieh a fuppofitldh, the flilp F, (Plate XV. Fig. 2.) 

will be confined, in point of time, fo far, that .fhc will be able to 
give her five to the ihipB, white (he Ihall be in dired oppofition to 
her at flic point A, bdcaiiife (hd mud be in preparation to give a 
fccontl broad tide, when tlie itiip D (hall have come in dp-’ 

pofidon aid); but, by the fuppofition, the tranfit of each jfliip is 
conttned to duo minute of time only. Therefore, though it were 
pofiible that the guns of tlie whole of tlie (hip’s broadtidc could 
be loaded, prepared, and repeated, in the fpace of one minute, 
hill it would be impracticable for the Ihip F to give more .than 
f'ne broadfide to the (hip B, even by followung lier in an angular 
lUreClion, as that reprefented by Gr firing upon C, and afterwards 
to be in fufficient time prepared to give a proper reception to the 
Ihip D, now faft approaching. 

» < 

1 22. Tliereforc, if the two fleets did pafs one another, each ac 
the rate of five miles per hour, and if it were pofliblc that the load¬ 
ing and firing of a ihip could be repeated Once every minute of 
time, each (hip (rill could be expofed to tlie fire of her antagonifl: 
during the fpacc of one quattef of minute only, tJiac is, while 
the two fliips in queftion Vere in dirc^ oppofition, as at A fi*om 
F ; and, ^ the fleet of the enemy< oh this occafion, confifted of 
2t> (liips, each BrUifli ihip, in ranging along tlie w^hole of tfieir 

line, 
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./V 

liiiey'COitl^ be expofccl to' a cannoc^de of Hx minutes and au hdif 

jT *• 

durad'Ctn only : And, in plaee of five mi!es» if tlic ti^o fleets had 

<« 

paifed each cnlicr wUh a velocity ecpial to miles per hour, (a 
rate of mt>tion required to make a fliip anfvver the helm, bi\t 
abfolutcly neceOary to keep her under proper management in 
lint ot battle, when worldng to windward, as on thia occafion), 
then, and in drat cafe, each fhip would be cxj,»oft'd to a cannon¬ 
ade of not more than tliirteen minutes duration. 

4 

1 2 .S. Again, if it ihaU be fpund impraiiicable to load and dif- 
ihatge a complete broadlide in the fpace pf one minute, and that 
this <ipej.ition-fhall require £lxy eight, or tea uiinutes, one rime 
A\ith another, when it comfis to be repeated, in au engagement of 
any diirntion, how much then will the c£fe<£l: be different ! It 
mull be obferved, however, that thefb calculations are founded on 
rho aveiage of motion and dme, taken upon the whole iium- 
bet oi the iliips comprehended in 'dio French line of battle, and 
that particular Britilh fhips, from accidents, might have made 
tlicir tninfit, by ranging paft the fire of tlte enemy, feme with 
more motion, and fbme with lefk 

i‘jj. Let asxy one imagine a rencounter of horlemen, where 
t>ic parties, on coming to the ground appointed, had pufhed their 
liorlcs at full fpeod, exebangiftg a few pillol fliot as they palled 
( ne another in oppofite dircdlions, at a diilance of forty or fifty 
\ ard«, and then fome idea may be formed of the efiodl of ren- 
counters, where adverfe flieets are broughl to p&fs each other on 
contrary lacks, havin^>" nothing furthe*’ A*' viiuW tlian exchanging 
tl'«e few cannon fhot which can take place on ^1 fuch octafioqs; 
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125 . ■ From alJ which ir iniiR be ovidcut, th:it the moll artful 
management of fiily, the clofell .'n-proximation, or the moil fpi- 
rited cannonade, will avail nothing under lUch cin iimllances, and 
that it is vain to Iiope, that ever any thing material can be jeflTeCled 
againfl an ^nemy’s licet keeping to windward, palling on con¬ 
trary tacks, and dcfiroiis to go oil* unlels his line of battle ar/c 
be cut in or I'oine Inch other (lop can be deviled, a. 

n-.o lx, been dclcribcd. 
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»s i<: c r I () N fii. 

; ::v', .1 ;; x t; .\ t: r M {■ X r r]i!- uRms'i Fi,c.r.'L'*(.rx DR R TU r, 

<>i' m I'i .vr li i.’.\ ^ , wsiMi t n comih n- i.ij 

15 i R* S <)! l-R.'.XCR AND- SPAIN, IN '.rili: MV-DIlRR- 
U-'w.Nf \x, oi-r 'r»>^j{,oN, I’r.Bii'J.VRv ! I. 


' j':"'. i’v (t'iaro X^’l. llfi;. 1.) Athuiral M.\ rHiAA'.s iii tno 

; rw 1 . ilx-.^oiinc of tliclirkifli lU'cr, at lo o’(.loi,-k, 

I:,’! i'**-- ii r'i '! aa:l tliixc Iiour.i before the 

• -I i '.; ’ I " i; in. 

'll';-.; leji umler Mv lAiSTOciC, at that time teveu:! miles 

( \ i he \ in, under Mr Rowi.ky, fomo miles alievul, auJ to 
•' i,. [jy Es roi:jv te, !)o in diforcler. 

f, i'lic van aiul centre of tlio ciiemy c]<^fcd, and ooin^ v.^ied of 
ii'ju:/ Spirnillt, but, the jj^rcatefl <jf i'lcncii l7ii|vs, then goinj,^ 

AX the rate of three or four miles an hour. 


* ISntlU!, zt lii-t-*, z of rif.vl y fri^'.ac.i. 

t 

Fi -iK'ii Sp.n)i,inl ,, 2 <-i Jhiji , a . 

; 'V^> tl;‘ b.'.‘a];’, iliiLi:;aii iir/il AS it i'. by c'U anill uk us,-.ajit rhe bft- 

ti r fo c\'pi- iT i iJi rtr»,- i>£ ih/t.'-r 'pihicc to the A-!;-''':r.il •.•Miiiiiianslcil, it ii.j s 

bs ii ih.' M, ‘-r r to .i pl-icc by iillir. 'Fj’k! :icf ounr of ir is fro;.i 

pl.:a-,, vv :i h t'.flu ip.imvi, pj (.f'-'nl.v*! to t/n.’ iftK-firi CinMnoOi by VIcc-Adnur.il 
ht l oc r:, who t; •TViYiaiult'd the of ibc Jlnt-Iii ilct-t, aad who wm < rhe ac- 
r bL-fi'.-.; rh-v C<.'m-auiriiyl, by die t'f which Mr M.J i'u:.\vs w'as 

i;c:i ’c;a-3e-J Lo bu biokc- 
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C.J, 'I'lic* Spaniih J.'-;! .mu^ N.\v.\uu{\ li tl.-.- 

KovaI Hiilip, with olT thj r:.;- tllvsihnj, a prc'.il v. 

rep.’.r.’tcd from ll^c c^.ntre. 

1 i, rive other iSnaijlfh iliins, iililj her in the rear th\i~ 

A ^ 4 * i ■> ^ ^ 

lioa, but far ahcTJi <_ f the A'hnlrah 

A, (X\’I- ii';;. -J.) 'I T.o rear divlih.-n ef t]ie Ih itid). 
under IMr I.estock, at one o'clfxh, ]ii!] very far adlein. 

• 

.I'J'. I's >Mr Ma'i'I'^ws, in the Namur, at one o’clock, three 
allv-r ihe livened h r h :tfie, ha', ii::;- ]>r(At; lira lirse, !vie d-. ..vn, 
;r:ciMn’>inlcd cjoly hyth.e Ne,rroi!c .md Marliiortnr'h, his twc) fc- 
coe'*': alia. id auf] .m"*'.! hc':'vr. ’the erv'^ va't ment v. 'tU the 

^ V. w ' 

ivoyrd I’lhi p' a’ai leccjiids. 

120. C, "five van, under Mr Rovvli.S', not yrt eu'nr'cd, l>uv 
watchlniLi; carefully to vreveut th.e \a-i tjf the ei5».n;\' iVom eettinv 

*-■ V 1 . - V.^ V_' 

• 1 •' 

ine wjncl. 

f, 'Idle conliv and van of the enemy ffdl far ahead rd’ tlie 
rear. 

(t, ’'fhe Royal flillip caga;;:;ed \vilh the nrhldi A.diniiah 

M, d he live .Spanilh ihips hill far ihparated from the fuliniml. 

•> 

l C»i\ I, 1 iie Poder, a Spanidi iliip, caniiojxuled, but at a eixaf 
diJlauce, by live di)]>s in the Bvitilli.line. 


1:11. K, dhe Cgnllant, the iSpanilli Admlrars fecond ahead, 
l^eat out of the line by the Norfolk, the Admirafs other fecond a- 
horn firing at lier to make lier to return. 

A, (Plate*XVl, lig. t3.) Mr Li:.srocK Hill aftcTn. 



1 ^ A V A T. T A C T I C S. 

I H'?. Ml M A Till:'.vs, allillcd by bis locoiiils, Hlonces tbo brc 
Froiii rlio Rk-v .il Pbillp, jind feiul s the liro-ihiji dow'i tlic wind to 
kr Inin i'H ; which tire-lhip, as llie blew up ibmewhere at L, 
i.i ilic iaic’ nioJ'aio ipaco between the t\yo fquacitoiis, did no hurt 
to cltb.v:-. Tbo lieutenant, CGunner, and four incn,.,periilied in 
Ulc* i'beucs ; thw remiiinder of die crew elcapcd in their boal9k 

(!, rile van of the liritilli cannonading tlic Vreneb, but at a 
. It. iliihaice. f 

r>, l our dilps, w'liicb did not go down to I'upport the Adnii- 
f d ar.d bi-^ ii\.onds. 

b, 'i’lio I'crwiek,coininandcd ’ov the«»allai.i Mr Hawkt-, 

•b.m-ii ia tiie van dlviiirai, broke the line, liore down xvitb'ui half 

(wliilc ('ib.er fhips kept to ^vindwa^d), gave battle 

to llie iV‘i!cr, and, at tiie liHl: broadlide, killed Iwenty-feven of her 

men, and difniounted li-ven of her lo\vor-deck guns 

1, S Jio licucb, fiiU (jh tlie larboard tack, and far ahead. 

♦ 

1 ..} t. G, The Royal Philip preferved from the'flames, but a 
peiiccl; v/reck. Sucli a conllernation took jdaco on board, upon 
the :i‘;)p:'oach of the fire-lbip, that many of her crew Icajicd over- 
.;r;J werc drowiicd. 

« 

II, The llcrnmoil 4l)ips of the enemy firing at the lirc- 
f’.'p li e was coming down, but did nor fecm to reach her. 

' A, 


{.;y. !• e • t..ifi.r\.-'. t-;, thr lov.-crijr.' Iitr t oiour-;, was h'»,>r«iv.-'{, 

. : f.j"’ r'l.v;- lli;;.’, \.,y l,i .1 . f-.-ii! i'.-.JU fcvcr.li ll.ip. tJ’ tl.i.;/iritilh HtVt J but 

'.''T, tpjc 5ip;;ni;inl; it.ci.u tu.u he Jirul ilruclv to the IKrr- 

’ A -r.ti i»;> lib; b.v jr'l t-.i ihe Ciliier from tJaii iliip. 


9 



MATHEWS'S ENGAGEMENT. i> 

A, (Plate XVF. fig. 4.) ftill aftern ; bill it 

liiul had very little wind. 

H, Mr Matiikvvs, In the Namur, got to Avindward, Mr 

« 

Lestock Jiaving laid, that, Iboii after the engagement began, 
he (Mathiwvs) <juitted his flation, and left the Marilioromd 
M, i^ljH heat of a^ion. 

C, ihe van of the Britifli, now upon a contrary tack, and re- 
mniing th join the centre. 

K, ’'fhe Berwick (juitting the Poder. 

1*', The centre and van of the enemy now upon the llarboard 
tack, and doubling back to fupport tlieir rear, conceived to be isi 
great danger. 

G, I'hc Royal l^hilip j If, the live lliips in his roar. 

I. 30. I, The Poder, which wa.s retaken by the French, with 

.1 TdeutcJiant of the Berwick aiul twenty-three men on hoard. 

N. B.—At this period (fays Mr Le.stock) zXdmiral Ma- 
TJiEtvs thought proper to haul down both fignals, that, 
for engaging, and alfo that for line of battle. 

A, (Plate XVI. fig. .7.) Mr Tf.sTOCK, with his divilion, 
(as he has laid himfcif), falling into the line of .battle ahead, ac¬ 
cording to the lignal then abroad, 

1:37. B, Mr MatheCvS, at half an hour after five, again 
’made the iignal of line of battle ahead, and put about; but there lie- 
ing little wind, fome lliips tacked, and others wore, as did the 
Admiral himlelf, and formed the line of battle ahead on the other 
tack, vi/. the ftarlioai'd, leaving the Poder, as Mr I..estock* fays, 

rr» 
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to ho va..kcn hy tho Frcn<^|i||iiiKU'oii, tlio IkTuickA r.iru- 

tonaoL ;ir.J twenty-three oW^r v.wn. o p»v -Ipiute v.-as h.o, 
iholit 1:om tin; TAonoh (%s ho) th-t lln.rc was not time to .Ose 
I'is ji;on. 

, h>. iJjnittinpj all chii; and Tnirry, ir iin,‘;'ht hat'.e been 

laid tliat Mr Ma'j'TTEW's rcjohioii his laau',-—hk 
roar Jnni advraicod innoh to lupport and it join hitri^s Mr 
fn.s'j(>t'K wo'iild have ii I'ohox'otfj when pointii*-:r t.iii hi'^ 
ravr, ntnation. 


(; y.'.i RowrrVj v.ltli tlic van, Oandinp; after llio cetitrv. ol 


r,v 


i. 


D, ■'''v’.-, t!io Dorrodhiro, J’.ilo.'v, Rnport, and Iwwj, 
Oak, n; in^- at the live Ihips in the .Spanhli roar, now v, e;un- 

ihc.;, hivinjj fallon to leeward in wealing, wlion the Atiiniral did. 

« 

J h. The French fejnadron lulUng the Britilh xai-*, with- 
i’l rifol-ihot, (a*; 1ns been laid), but wilhont Ihli.g a ilna, being 
h*l'. :>i. only on dlfongagiigr the Sj.jnilh llpiadron in the ro.*r, 
V. ] ; h ought to have bccfi taken or tkilrciyod lop.g bolorc thi . 
i'i n\ oven v/u’^out Mr I.r. stock's allilia.neo, IkkI every on*' 
t'.d..lr dutv. 

<1, ? !:c Sprun’h Adrnhal. 

n, d h.j fm* •'fhips bring at the four ihijv., now eu 
• ' j. '.rJ andt I’r.ifght to be within reach. 

L, i ' e i'e-ut-r, rcaila n by the* French, 

K, d h , M,to' n .p ; b. in tow, willi frigates auc-adiug on her, 

r.u ft,.*' \-.MS' **■ 

Night 



M A T 11 K YV 8 ’ S V. X C; A G f. AI F N T. 


t . > 


con'.ir-p; 05^, rtic combi'JUS boing to Iccv. -rJ, cur- 

I <‘iT then* ihip?, by thorn in tow, .md Oikin;:; 

’vidithcni tho L 50 iit.':jia!:t <'t the ib.*r\viL-k:, with twenty-tlirco c)!' 
her m*.Ji, who liad been jmt on board the ikxler, and t|niucd iar, 
where die wr^s aiiorAvards burned by the liflex. 

WJkb.oiit oTUenng into the merits of the difpute between Mellis. 
M.A'rnEWS and Les iock, what might Iiave b*.en tlio inoH [iro- 
per li;no*for r,ivln‘;' tiic fignal ibr b; aring down ti> ilojb en;.‘age- 
merit, we have ru'> d(>nbt dvat tlie felivnving obfervaiion-j will .nriw 
be ibund jidl : 

i :?0. d'hat, :i Mr M.A'i nM.wy. and hi<*«econds had been properly 
injiporO d, llie grealell ]>art oi the rear might have been 

out oil : ‘I !w re:ore, lliat the at'ack m.nle by b.iin upon llv rear 

of the enemy, as it av.iS lo bir lej'>araicd boni tlie centre nucl van, 
vv:is both lx)ld :nv.l well delignctj at the time. 

1 It), 'rhat, as Mr Rowt.ey's polition with tlic van tlitl overawe 
the van of the enemy, it was a proper one. 


14 1. 'I hat it is evident that the breneh, on this occahon, as 
as well as on cdl the otliers that havc*lbllowcd iinee tliat time, Iiad 
the bifety and prefervatioii of tlieir ihips only'as the principal 


thing in view. 


14 'J. -Again, from 'this liattlc, we may be able to form fome 
judgment of die offed: of cannoii-lhot, with relpect to dillance. 
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The Royal Plulip, the Spjipifh Admiral in his combat with 
the Britilli Admiral and his leconds, had all h’5 j^igging dcftroy- 
chI, net a top-mafl left Handing on,end, his main-yard upon the 
<.icck, an<l two or iStrCe port-holes beat into one. He had 2.'j8 
ini’t! killed, and 202 wounded. ’ 

'The Conflant, the Spaiiilh Admiral’s fccond ahead, during the 
ihc*rr time Ihc llaid, had 25 men kilted, and 43 wounded. 

On the otlier hand, the; Marlborough,‘oppoled to tlisi Spanilh 
Adinival and his ieconds, had her main and mizen-malls beat 
/^ \ ei]><)artl, and, thougli otherwile a w^reck, had her enfigii nailed 
to the dump of the inizen-mafl which remained. She had 43 
men killed, and 128 wounded;—^amongft the firft was Captain 
CoRNwm.r, her brave commander, and Captain C.ioDi'RKV oi 
the iiiariaes. 

! I M. Orcat and dreadful as thefe effe^ls were, vet the diflaiuc 
I:ei\\ceii the conibatauts inuO; have been very conliderablc, thai 
ci-'iili) have admitted of a fire-fhip being put in motion, let o;i 
i ro, Tune for ber men to take to their boats, tf> r^uit her, and m 
ol}', .md, laPtly, to blow up without injury to io many Ihip-' 
Jter.^ After fo many circumflances being allowed to 
..kc ^! re, can the diflance*l)C thought to be led than -joo c'r 
•o \ ards at le.-.ft ? 

^ ■ ‘ 2 J. 
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144. Again, the Podor of 64 guns, anothctr Spanilh fliip, af^ 
ter liaving be€;n expofed a long time to a, c^iiiiotlade from iivo 
fliij>3 ill the Brithh line, without having fuflcTed'.material damage 
(vkl. No. 14.) ; .yct the firft broadfide from the Berwick (which 
had broke t|^c forefaid line, and had approached w'ithiii half nuif- 
ket-lhot killed tweiity-feven of her men, difinountcd feven of 
her lower-deck guns ; and, when flie ftruck to the Berwick, had 
not a my ft ftanding, 

•145. ‘A General at the head of hia troops, and leading them 
tJii to a<ftion, has long been confidered as a fuflicient fignal ; and 
Mr Mathews’s ftiip, when going down to baftle, as Admiral, 
in' the centre, Ihoiild have been the example for his w^hole fleet, 
whether tlie fignal w'as given at ten or jcvyelve o’clock. The brave 
commanders of the Norfolk and Marlborough, his fbconds, were 
of this mind; as has alfo been Sir OeORGE Rodney upon a 
later occalion : Therefore, every fliip which kept her wind, and 
did not follow tlie Admiral, Mr Mathews, down to fight the 
enemy, ought only to be confidered- as brcnikers of the Uhe. 
And hcncc that St'tiUncc of the Cotfrt-Martial •whith broke Mr 
Mathews, ought virtually to be confdered as the fource of all 
the nuiny naval mif arriages f/tce^ ^ 


Q 


S E C- 


• tiill;iace between'thefe two lliip? ,at thU tirnc may be fuppofcti to bc: 
ul>out|40o or 500 yards, tjot tltat bpfwctptt'thcitwo opponent flag (liips, 

M'lu' l>oats from (cv^ral (hips of Hhe Bitinlli fleet 'getting on. botard the Po<ler 
when Ibe (truck, one and the fame time, is in &me'degree a conflnnution 
thb opinion. 
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SECTION IV. 

I tn. ADMIHAI, PABKKr’s ACCOUNT OP THE ENGAGEMENT 
V. rni Till'. DUTCH on the dogger BANKj 5TH AUGUST 
I 7 s I. 

‘ Yeftcrday morning we fell in with the Dutch fquadron, with 
I l.iige convoy, on the Dogger Bank. I was happy to lind i 
Kail tlic wind of tlieiti, as the great number of their large fri- 
* gates might fttlierwile have endangered my convoy. Having 
‘ rc}>ai-ated the men of war from the merchant Ihips, and made a 
‘ lignal to the laft to keep tlteir wind, I bore away, vvith a ge¬ 
neral lignal to chafe. The enemy formed their line, coniilling 
of eight two-decked Oiips, on the ftarboard tack. Ours, in¬ 
cluding the Dolphin of forty-four guns, confifted of feven. 
Not a gun was lired on eitlier Ode until within the difrance of 
lialf mufket-fhot. The Fortitude being then abreaft of the 
Dutch Admiral, the action, began, and continued with an un- 
• ccafing fire for three hours and forty minutes. By this time our 
(liips w^ere unmfPhageable. I made an efibrt to form the line, 
in order to renew die action ; but found it impracticable. Tlie 
Bicnfaifant had loft her jnain top-maft, arul the Buftalo her 
fore-yard ; the reft of the fhips were not lefs fhattered in their 
maOs, rigging, and fails; the enemy appeared to be in as bad a 
■ condition. Both fquadrons Liy^to a confiderable dine nea- each 

* other, 

m 

—aaa8sgapP MU'.j;i ■j " j ar '■,»M .^ asraaaea ,, ,,ai, i Baq^3a8a aw>g‘, , w.x 

^ Pritiili, feveu lliips, four frigates. • Dutch, eight fijips of two decks. 
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Other, when the Dutch, with their convoy, bore away for the. 

Texel. We were not in a condition to follow them. * 

147. This affair, though in itfelf greatly different fiom the 
many we h<ive had with another enemy, yet, with refpe^t to the 
fubje^b before us, viz. the mode of attack, is perfc<Slly fimilar. 
The gallantry of the Dutch refufing to fire a gun until the Bri- 
tiih AdAairal fhould have made choice of his difbance, could have 
no prior influence upon the determination of the Britifh Admiral 
in liis mode of attack ; nor will it make any other difference uj 
the manner the French may afterwards receive us, than to rc- 
ilouble their anxiety not to lofe the lejift pofliblc chance of an¬ 
noying our fliips, let the diflance be what it wil|, whenever we 
lhall be difpofed to attack them. 

148. Though this battle has a greater refemb&nce to die oid 
Dutch than the prefent French manner of fighti^, we cannot 
help recalling to remembrance thofb glorious and obftinate con- 

of former times, which did fb much honour to .both nations. 


SECTION V. 

' » 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

a 

14/91 From thefe examples, it appears, that the auacK, in every 
one of them, without variation, has been made by a Icvrtg ex- 

Q 2 'tended 
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Lendcil line, geneially from thb windward quarter, by (leering 
or tiireCliiig every individual (liip of tJiat line vipou her oppjlitc 
of tl’.c enemy, but more partieularly the fliips in the van. 

i jO. 'That the confequenccs of this mode of aUack*have proved 
in every attempt; that is, our (hips have been lb dilabled, 
cl fo ill fupported, that the enemy have been permitted not to 
v ’.il) to make (ail and leav^e us, but, to complete (he Uifgrace, 
Ikivo, in palling, been permitted to pour in (he lire of tlicir wliolc 
U'.e lij'on tair van, witliout a pollibility of retaliation on bur 
part . The canfe, then, of ihcfe mifcarriagcs, can never be laid 
to luive proceeded irt>in a fault in our (hipping, and far lefs from 
.! Avant ol Tpirit in our feamen. 


] .71. And, though w^e have not yet beei\ fo happy as to fee 
iTieir innate naval fpirit cxetted with advantage in the greatcr 
we may yet have the coniblation of being afliircd, even 
ihH!i tlicl'c t'xamples, that it does cxift, if we take into confidera- 
lion tl:e liabitual defire they conllantly have Ihewn of making the 
attack, in fpite of every difeouraging affront: On the other hand, 
that tlie enemy may juftly he laid to have it not in that degp-ee, 
■.!' we conlidcr the RillJ>itual defire they have conllantly Ihewn, 
\vell in avoiding, as in refilling to make the attack. 

i .7'j. From the mode of this attack, followed througlioat 
tnofl of the examples we have given, it would feem . that an 
idea liad been formed, by Hopping the van, takings th^roy- 


Ijcd'tion I. N'a. 38. 
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or diftihling the •whole of The enemy s line 'Flic event 
has proved this attempt impra£lical)lc. But will not this idea be 
aUb found contradidlory to the general complaint of the defici¬ 
ency of our thips in point of failing r For, if this deficioiicy is a 
inith, w'^ould it not have been more natural, upon a chafe of the 
enemy, to make furc of the flowed failing vclfels to be found in 
the rear, than to attempt to get up with the fwiftefl: fhij^s to be 
found in* the van ? 


1.13. Another refle<SBon will naturally occur: That, by tin? 
great deflruddion of rigging, tlie conieqyence of this int>de of at¬ 
tack, the nation has been thrown into a mofl enormous expence 
of repair, while our enemy, by their cautious c<Mxducf, preferving 
tlicir fliips often unhurt, has been enabled not only to protraiSl 
the war, but, if perfllled in, will, without doubt, enfiirc the pof- 
fe/fion, pcrhap.s, of a fuperior navy, complete and entire to the 
concliilioji. 


154. Idaving now dcmonfl:rated, from evidence which ihould 
he fatisfadlory, that the mode or indruiflions hititcrco followed 
for ai rangiug great fleets in Hue, (b as to be olsie to force an e- 
neniy to give battle on equal terms,* mud foipewhere wrong. 
It will be reqiiircd to fliow' whether any other mode may be de¬ 
viled, or put in prai^ice, that will have a better eflfeO. 

But, as nothing can be deviled of worfe conlequcnce than 
'vhat has fo long and repeatedly been put in praidice, an ofler of 

an\ 


^ Nos. 32. and 58. 
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any thing new, it is to be hoped, may be examined with that at- 
tentioTi whicli the importance of the fubje€l demands. .v 

By the phrale wm*, is not here meant, that what follows was 
never either fpoke of, or thought of before ; but it is furely lb 
far new, as never to have been put in deinonftration'' by writing; 
nor is there any examples of its having been put in prafl;ice in 
xiifiial combat. 

15.5. But, if the metliod or pra<^lice of bringing Tingle lliips 
into action has been found, by long experience, to fucceed fo 
well, why Ihould not thjs practice, in Ibme degree, be applied 
to numerous fleets ? And if we have proved tliat the intrepidity 
and perfeverance of our Teamen mujft be equal, if not luperior, to 
the enemy, ought vre not at once to endeavour to bring this 
liiperiority to avail us where it heft can, that is, in getting as clofe 
alonglide of the enemy as pollible ? And that this may be done, 
not only upon equal, but upon far fuperior terms, will be en¬ 
deavoured to be proved by demonflration in the following inode 
of attack. 


MOPE 
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SECTION I. 

THE ATTACK FROM THE WINDWARD UPON THE REAR OV 

THE ENEMY. 

. 

156. Suppofe a fleet of ten, twenty, or more lliips, extended 
in line of battle at F, (Plate XVII. fig. 1.), endeavouring to ar- 
void a clofe engagement, but, at the fame time, keeping under 
an eafy fail, with the intention of v receiving the ufual attack 
from aiKJther fleet of ec|ual number, three or four miles to wind¬ 
ward, at B, fiuling in any form ; but let it be in three lines or 
divlfions : It is required, by what method fhall B make the attack 
on F with advantoge ? * 

The improbability, or rather impoflibilit^fSf^attacking and car- 
i 7 ing the enemy’s whole line of Ihips haviz^^reddy been demon- 
ftrated (Vid. Nos. 32- 38.), the next tzonfi^nition will be. How 
many ihips may be attacked and carried with advantage? Let it be 
fuppofed that tlie three ftemmoft fhips only, and not exceeding 
the fourth, are poflible to be Carried ; let a fuflicient ftrcnglh. A, 
be fent down to force an attack upon thefe three ihips, di/pofed 

* and 
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aiiJ liImported according to the judgement f)f the Admiral, while,, 
in the mean time, he <honld keep to windward with the reft of 
his Heet, formed into fuch divliions as might heft enable him ^ to 
attend to tJio motions of the enemy, and the clFeel of his attack ; 
being hiinfelf lb far difengagetl from adVion, as to be^ablc to make 
bis ohl'crvations, and give his orders, with feme degree of tran- 
tjuillity, 

i .;7. l>y placing the fleet B in the divifion (as in Plate XVIL 
jig. 1 ?.), nie.ms only tliat the attacking fleet fhall be lb dilpofedjand 

i'o conriecled togctlier, as to be able to give the fiipport and atten- 

•> 

tion that may be requirca to any fhip, or any part of the fleet, 
atul in preference to a long extended line of lix or feven miles 
In length (No. 25.), where it muft be impradlicable to give the 
nccelTary fupport to fueh fliips as may be difabled 


S E C TION II. 

ATTACK UPON^THE ENEMy's THREE STERN.MOST SHIPS 

ORE PARTlCOEARt.Y. 

j 58 . Though the number of fhips contained in each fqua- 
d;on may, by many, he thought a proper rule for determining 
the number of the ibips to be attacked, yet, as there will be 
next to a certainty of candying three, we would choole to keep 

by 


f?- 


* Via. J5eaion IV. No. 
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by that number. Wherefore, althoi'i^li It may iifrcr’A-av/I': he 
found pn"'.pcr to gWo otlicr opinions, cuid to onicr into ;i fi-lbr 
difculiion of the choice, and the heft anangenient of llie parlicii- 
I ir lliips dehined for the approaching, and niakinf*; this attack, 
it is necedary here to carry on the following dem.onirratlon upon 
llie hippofition of three lliips being Pk* number proper to be at¬ 
tempted.^ 

1 Jt>. It will be evident, however, that the lieadmnO, or fwift- 
cfl f’dling tliips of B may get elofe along-fide of the llernnioll td 
the enemy F, even though the thips of -F Ihould, ’in general, he 
{idler iiiHers tlian thfde of B ; .;// TC'/>icA, /'or 

/t/A' fholl be Jor (nicc oJrntteif. But it wdll nog tlu rcidiv, 

be admitted, that every individual d^ip oi' a great ilcet, or v-ven 
of the number l.'J, a^s iti the ligure, will be able n> oniiail o- 
veiv indivukud Hi ip of a numerous Bntilh llect, or even of the 
‘number l.5, as in the plan. Thereioro, tisere will be a lU’oedity 
tljat the fwiftefr Ibips of B mud ccimo up ahmg-hde of the denx- 
mod and tlul'ed tailing (hips of the enemy b' ; while, at die 
fame time, F (hy an attempt of outfailing H) nuid bo thrown into 
die dil’order f)f a downright flight: Thcrcfcrji,/f?l:' c<anfc, it nuitl 
he admitted, that, if the enemy F continued goi«g off in lino of 
battle, and end«i;»voijring to avoid a s’j^ofo engagement, it will be 
impoflible to prevent thp fleet making the attack from geit-lng 
into the pol itioa of iigure li. 


1 GO. By this pofidon, dicn, it is evident, that thefc Uirce ibips 
at T, will be in tl^e power of tlic Admiral ot B, For, by keeping 

R ib 
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ib inany Hiij'S to wintUv.inj, he will be enabled to lend down 
I'lCili (bip.-. iiom time to time, cither for the fiipport, or to I’up- 
]:.]y the U.uioii of any of thofe tliat itiay be difabled in making 
:!ie -iti ii'k, ^v1^ile it may be imagined, that the three Ihips in 
(jueili' n, by being difabled, or being deprived of tlie wind, now 
iakoi\ out of thei)* falls by tlie flaps to windward, will be pre- 
v;‘ULcd frtJin following their friends. 

M>i. from hence the enemy ahead muft either abandon his 
lim e lieminoft ihips, or he mull; double back to fupport them, 
’'.iiieh nuifl !)e*donc either by lacking or by wearing. But let 
it he lirli i*xaniincd what is naturally to be done by tacking, and 
ibi the greater Jatisfaclion, let every pofllble cafe that can happen 
l e examined fcparatcly. 


SECTION III. 

« 

■ 

THE I-’NEMY's TO SUPrORT HIS THREE STER^•. 

MOST SHiVs BY TACKING HIS FLEET. 

« 

1 G2. (Plate XVII. fig. .*?.) Firft let us fuppofc, that tlic enemy at 
]■ has continued to protraiff. his courfe in Jlne of battle, upon the 
lame tack, and tliat the headmoft.fliip H, with the three next aftern 
of lief, ha\e tacked to windward, and that the whole remaining 
flilpb intend to tacktlic fame way, but in fuccefliCBi (as in flg. 3.), 

* it 
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IS It not evident, that F has tlien left liis three ftcrninr'R 
I, in the power f>f the Ihips at A ; that he rnuH; alio leave expiiied 
his fourth and fifth fliip O to another attack from another dlv'>- 
fion of the Britiih at C, which will alfo be on etjnal terms as willj 
Iris three Rernmoil at I; and, laftly, if ho prnj'ecutes his inten¬ 
tion of fupporting his three ihips, he will he oldigetl to hegiu 
difadvantageoas attack upon llic Admiral, with the main body ot 
the fleot lying ready to receive him. 


* iG’i. (I'Lite XVII. fig. 4.) The confocjiioncc <d'all which will 
he, that he will not only lofc his three fterninofl Ihips, bat, in .ill 
probability, the fourth and fifth alft>, ^is at O In’ fig. 4., and will 
he forced to begin an attack, and cloie, and mix, ihip with fhip, 
on ecjn.il terms j a lituation which he, at all times, witli the greatcll 
anxiety^ hath avoided, and wo^ with equal anxiety, have always 
< our ted. 


1G4. (Plate XVIT. fig. 5.) Again, fuppofe that his three Oern- 
mod: fhips have been attacked, and that he fliall order his llect to 
tack all at one time, as in fig. .5. /I’he confcquences will then be, 
that this movement having required fome time, and fomc length 
of courfe, \vill have produced a tonfider^..H5^dill:unee between liis 
main body and his three fliips; or, in other words, that they 
have been defeited; fo; it will not be in their power to tack 
wdth the reft of their friends. 

1 65. He muft alfo, in bringing his fhips heads round, expofe 
the fliips nearelt his enemy to be raked by a dreadful cannonade. 

R 2 * jGe.- 
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1 (riato XVIJl. fig, <>.) lit! rnufl ailb nui il’.o rljlt of 

luiving I'iis iU-cT tisrowii into a general tlifci\kr, by man)r of 
bi.^ { 1 : 1 ]'s raiding (lays, \vcaring, and rnnning to leeward, as iti 
lig, r.. Lji’dy, lipon a fiippofition tliat liis tinps Jiave all tacked, 
a.iid '‘.one of tiicni n-iilfed fliiys. Hill he ninfr, of nccglhty, begin 
tin.' . tt ak, iniTv ilfips and come to a clofe engagement, as in the 
K'lint'r cak*. 


« K C T 1 O N IV. 


. 'll. LXEMvks ATTEMPT TO SUPPORT IIIS THREE STERN- 
MOST SHIPS, BY WEARING JUS TUEET. 


ifiT. Having fliewn the confequcnces of an attempt to wind¬ 
ward, let ns alfo examine wdiat may be oxpertc<l from an attempt 
to leeward. Suppofe the two* fleets in the fame pofitlon. as in 
Plato XVTI. fig, 2. : tliat is, the main body of the enemy ex¬ 
tended in line of battio^j leewj*rd, his three dcrnmofl; Hiips en¬ 
tangled with the fleet B, whofe Admiral, with the main body, 
keeps t') windw'^ard, to obfervd, with a rigid attention, the motions 
of dr-.’ enemy. 

I (is. (Plate XVIIT. fig. 7.) .At the fime time, fnp.pofe that 
the Admiral F has ordered his flornmofl Ihip G to wear, and 

edterwards 
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afterwards the wlioJe line, anJ that he is now i^thuiivi; upon 
contrary tack to leeward, as at 11, williing to fupporl or hdn*; on’ 
his three Ihip ^ 

Prom lolVvelion, it will he evident, that this atte>npt 

* » ^ 

be jnore (lanj:;orons than ilie attoinp.t to windward ; for It will 
expofe a nuiuher of his Hiips to a raking fire wliile in tlic act 
of wearing, and the fc{uadron, by getting fo far to Icctvard, will 
be unable to give the proper fupport to the three lliips. 

ft will open a g;;p for the fleet of B (who will inuneifiatcly 
w'tar alto, and follow him) to break in, as at A, and cut oif tin? 
three Ihipji, tviihoiit hope of rccovGn% 

Anti, if P thnll ftill perfiR in the endeavour to’recover Ins three 
fhips, he will be obliged to begin the attack, under ail the ufual 
tli advantages. 


Tf;9. (Plate XVIII. fig. 8.) Again, upon another fuppofs- 
ticu, that the headmoll: Ihip of the enemy If, with tl\c four or 
five next allern, have wore, and arc running upon a contrary 
tack, wiihiiig, as before, to fupport or bring off the ilirco lhip$, 
the reft of the fleet intending to wear alfo, and folkiw in fuccef- 
fion, is it not evident that this movement, being nuae uni'eainaii- 
llkc, wall be worle tliaii the laft ?, # ^ 

It will expofc an additional number of flups, particularly the 
laft two, as at G, and will, at the ‘fame time, make an opening 
for the main body of IPs fleet to fall in ami cut oft’the three iliips, 
as in tlic former cale.- 


r w / ft 
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5 * *• 

f 7v\ XVIH. i:g. 0.) Ag.iia, Hioukl tlic cncm)' F wear 

and bear away with his whole Ihips at one and the I'aiiie lime, 
a. in lig. n., it is evident that this moveimnt midl have the 
nfctinor.cc of a downright flight, with the certainty of lohng 


I 


the ti’.reo (liips. , 

1 7 i. ijaftly, upon the fuppofition that fuch an attack has been 
ji.adc, and that the three (hips are entangled, it generally follows, 
ihat, tlujijgh the wind may be blowing a frelli gale at tho begin¬ 
ning ot‘ the battle, yet it often falls away fo much from the elFcfl 
of a violejii cannonade, that it may be impolfible for the he:Ul- 
mo!l /hips of F’s fleet to give the leafl: afliftance to his fliips dii- 
mifed in Ifis rean ‘ * • 


172. From wdiat has been faid, it wdll appear, that a fleet B, 
keeping ccniie<fled in a body to windward, may come up with, 
and entangle the three ftenimoft ihips of an enemy F, oxtctidctl 
in line of battle, and going olF to leeward, an<l, at the fame time, 
be able to overawe the remaining, main body of iheir fleet; and 
that, having forced the pofition, as in plan 2d, the whole confes- 
quenccs, as already deferibed,‘muft follow; that’is, F muft fub- 
iTiit to the iofs of three fl)ips. 

What has bccn^'^hkhcfto fakl proceeds upon a fuppofition, 
that ilie fleet F has* kept on his courfe till the fleet B has come 
up with his rear ; let it then* be examined what other attempts 
the ^ ncn\y F can make to avoid coming to clofe engagement ujv 
on equal terms. 


SEC* 
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S F. C*T I O N V. 

niF. ENEiviY :endeavouring to avoid the attack upon 

I1IJ5 REAR, BY WEARING, AND PASSING ON CONTRARY 
TAC^S TO LEEWARD. 

* i7iJ. (Plate XVIII. Ip*), Suppofe a fleet of fliips of tlje 
enemy ftaiiding; on the larboard tack to liB^vard, and going off 
as before at F, and a fleet of ihips in a cotleAcd date or polkion 
to windward, as at 13, fig.' ijO*; ^ 


17 i. (Plate XIX. flg. 11. and j 2.) And fuppofe that the 
enemy F, perceiving the fleet B pointing aii attack againft his 
rear, as in fig. 11.; and that, in place of keeping on his courfe 
upon the lame tack, he (hould wpar^ and endeavour to pafs on 
contrary tacks to leeward, (for it vriil not be admitted tluit he 
can get to windward, fee plan, ili*), What will then be the 
clFed: ? 


1 75. Is it not evident, tbisU:the headmoft fliips of F muft be 
forced to leeward by the fleet B obRm^mg his hue of dire^ition, 
or the line of his courfe ? T!ic)f inuft forced to begin an at¬ 
tack at any diftance F may eliQ^e, 
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1 T(Plate XIX. I jJ.) That they may receive fiich da- 
niai;e as will ftop their way : That their w^ay being llopp'-'d, will 
of com ic be an obftru£lion to the next aftern ; or, that thefe 
riibicqLK'i jt il»ips, to prevent this ftop, muft bear away to lecwartl 
('f their crippled Ihips, as at O, which will not only ]x'evcnt thefe 
lliips iVom damaging the hcadtnoft ihips of B, luit '^^■ill give time 
and opportunity to B to bring down his windward flnps to fall in, 
either aheavl or ailern, that is, to the right or left, of hh hcad- 
Tiioil lhii>s A, and oppofe fliip fcir fliip of the enemy upon equal 
terms. / 7//c hg. i 3. plate i ?). 

177- But, ihould none of the headmoli Ihips of the rqiiailiT n 
I l^e cj ipplod ; that is, ihould, h pafs B without re.ich of caiinou- 
(h(»t, which undoubtedly he wdll do, ftill, w^hile bearing away, 
lie may be forced to fuffer a diftant cannonade, Oiip wiili (hip, 
on equal terms. - 


' i7S.. (Plate XIX. fig. 14.) Whether he wears and gets 
back upon his former tack, as at G, in fig. i t. 


I 79. Or continues to run before the wiiul, as at P, in fig. i.5. 

ISO. (Plate'XX. fig. i<>.) Btit, if F perfifts to pafs on a 
coriii ary tack to leeward, and without reach of canhon-lhot^ is it 
not I'x ’iucnt, that B mull fome lime or other come up vsdth the 
rear tji b', wlietTicr B lhall, at any time, be abreaft of liis centre, 
as in lig. 1 0. ? 


ISI. 




I 
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l. Or of his roar, (ns in 17 . pJate XX.) 


<.>r \vht;tlKn- F puts right boic>ro die (a^ in lig. ^ 

pl:.U' XX.) 

Or \uns oiF iliip by iliip, as* ho bcii ca!i, (as jji fig. iff. plau 

XX,) 


S E C T i O N VI. 

iiV. \',i-i'T AKr* V" ^ 'O STllr-J- 

JT-s*" OOlUNr; TiH:. ,ATT.\CK VriOM 'I'.ii W J N r> U A K i>, 

5- * »N;U Hi K I-D ; JN WMlOXi S 1) A T 1. 55V. J-N D V o I; 5? i'D } (r 

Mi oo^MMU-. Hi N r>ri> .>:■> '.nm-ia iiiA-:. 

d\V n A 1' M A V B il < ‘ O B A B1 K. 


So far iIa- wilh the wind jixod !i^ 
.110 .e»d du; »ai7>o iHu.iier. Fo^inake ihf Ueij'v''ajhratjo!i the 
'ju>ro v< n=j^>ivte, it wiil ho novLliary to* itujvxiio., V-i’h.u u;ig]it bo 
die cOivt protlitcetl by a chaTjgo oi vvirid, (hoiil^l that lake pl.icc- 
duiifiii; the aclioo r Iat this puqiofe, k; iho t/pj-'C.neur lieets be 
plaoed in Ibi'ii?*.: <nie of tht- precodiug politi<•'n?-., lopretoiiting the 
?.rtick ujvon the throe ilerntAoii jhips of 5 ho onoiuy (as h'j ilg, '.a'a 

Plate XXL Vnf. No. loS. I’lure XVif. fig. e.) 
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In which the fleet deitrous of making die attack 1$ represented 
in four diviiions, as at B B B, A. 

Tlie fleet deflrous of avqidUig.dlfe attadky atl.d aban lq|iing 
his three llemmoft Ships at O- 


C A s « 1. 

THE WIND SHIETINO BY DECltE£8» AND COMING ATT* 

* I 

►A r' ^ 

184. In the coihtnence|j^4lfSr<^die% let us fuppofc the 
wind, from being in the north at N, on the frrft onfet, tliat it 
friall come more and more idter and By the wcdern quarter to K. 
Then it is evident, by the difpofition of the two fleets, that the 
fleet F, by Inch change^ will have acquired no advantage what¬ 
ever i on the contrary, it will thereby he thrown juft fo much 
the farther to leeward. 

I 6is88BggagB888a8a^^ 

-C A S‘«- l‘X» - 

TUE WIND StflETtNO AND 00»UNG BY DEOTlEES ROUND 


1 8 Again, if the wiiad^JI:^ Vking an oppofrtc coorfe, {hail 
Shift ahead, and flball cotn^ ro«ih^ by the quarter to JL 

(Pinto XXI. 6g. neid^'vnU V hive hjttm power to 
hiinfelf of this, providing the fleet B, in cptidnping carefully to 

attend 
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Atteii'd M« noMotlonS) by the Impulfe of the veeting 

vrln4y IhoU ftretcK Jx> le^wiM'd of hSm^ but^ the fame 

tituey tp *>f the ihlips O O, iliOuid F cadeavour, 

by b^rliig»r6uad«up, to xejoln hU own fhips that are engage in 
the tear at Q. 

!• 

136^ (Plate XXb lig* ^2.) Reprfeientlng both fleets on the 
ilarboard i^ck, ihoYh^ at tlie flutfco tune, that F haa not thereby 
acquired any advantage. 






C A S £ UU 

V 

or THE EFFECT, SUPFOSJKO THE WIND TO VEER cStTTJ- 

KUEDEY ROUliim AHEAD. 

V 

J87, Again, upon the fuppofidon that F, by this lafl: change, 
has now gained the wind (fWr plate XXII. fig. 23.), it will not 
be denied that, in thie cafl^, he xHay maintain it, and that it 
may be pofi^e for him to make a tiretdar couife R R R to 
windward of keeping the wind, as it may bfe diljpojfed to veer 
round, by the eaftern quarter, from*ttie north at N to the foiith 
at S, or to the weft at K, or even round to the north at N, from 
whence it fet out; but, as he mi be attended all the while by 
the fleet B, who will cut him off to 'leeward, he never will be 
aWe to recover his three ihips at O. 

S 2 


CASE 


ISO 
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V 

CASE, IV, 

THE WIND, IN ONE INSTANT, SHIFTING IN DIRECT 

OPPOSITION. 

t 

1 88. If the wind, in changing, fhall, in one inftant, 

' ijhift in dlrc<£l oppofition to where it was when the attack began, 
that is, iVom the north at N to the Ibiith at S {Vide Plate XX11. 
fig. 2'k), then, and in that cale, before one can judge whether 
Inch change fhall he favourable for F or not, it will be neceflary 
that the relative fituation of the two fleets (hould be determined 
Inch as it was when the change took place. For c:^mple ; 

If the headmoft fliips of the fleet F’, that is, if his van 
and centre fhall have fbparated at any confiderable diftance from 
his rear, as per Plate XXllI. fig, S*. 

IDO. Or if, in the farther profecution of this mode of attack, 
it fhall have advanced to the pofition reprefented in fig. 2-5. ; * it 
is evident, in both cafes, that F’, though, by this.change, he fhall 
have got to windward, yet, notwithftanding, he will not be able 
to avail himfelf of tliis feeming advantage, the fleet B having it 
flill in their power to cut him oft' from his three fhips. 

191. On the other hand, if this inflantaneous cliange of wind, 
in direA oppofition, fhall have taken place more e^ly in the ac¬ 
tion. 


FiV//? Plate XVm. Eg, 7. No. 168. 
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tion, that is, when the poikions of the two fleets fliall be fiich 
as reprelbnted in %. 26. Plate XXIIL viz. 

The fleet E in the pofition of four divlfions B B B and A, and 

the, enemy ill.die pofitioiis F and G. 

‘ ■ .hi* ~ 

Tlien F, who before was to leeward, by this inftantaneous 
change of wind from the nmtli (at N) to the fouth (at S), having 
now got to wnindward of every divifion of the fleet B, is it not 
evident, that it may be practicable for him to carry alliftance to 
his three (hips (at G) in the^ rear, and, perhaps, feveii to cut off 
fomc one of B’s (hips (at A), if they do not, with all convenient 
(peed, bear away (as at C C), to put themfelvcs under the protec¬ 
tion of their friends (B) to leeward ? 

r , 

102 , But whether, he (F) (hall attempt to cfleCl tliis ma- 
nccuvre, hy wearing hl^ (hips in the line (as at H H), or, what 
feems moft eligible, by making his (liips tack (as at 11), as it is 
to be prefuined that his three (hips, whicli have been (bme time 
engaged, muft be confiderably cpppled, and not able to make fuf- 
ficieut fail, while endeavouring to bring them off, it will be diffi¬ 
cult for him to prevent being dra^ into a general and dole en- 
gagernent, which> by the (upppfition, he has all along endeavour¬ 
ed to avoid. 

193. A farther profecution of dembnftrationsj which are likely 
to lead us on to the attack from the lec^ard^ we think proper 
fo decline for ffie prefenn It is a new fu^edt, and, of itfelf, re- 

C2uii*e5 
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quires a feparate dilcuffion. We will therefore proceed to bring in¬ 
to view thole other accidents only which more immediate!)^ can 
affe<n the y'ram thi ^wind^watd; not that fuch can be attciid- 
etl with confequences much dijSbrent from what have already been 
treated of, but, the ideas once being fVarted, and having great ap¬ 
parent importance, it becomes neceflary to give them, a full in- 
voftigation. ^ 




SECTION VII. 

if 

OF TAltTlAl. BUEJEZtS OF WIND. 

\ 

I ?M‘. When the fleet m puffuit Jball he fax^nured UfitJb a 
iff *wmd^ 'while the fleet dejirous of avoiding the attack be be-- 
t aimed i 

(Plate XXX. fig. 20.) U it not felf-evident, how unfavour¬ 
able tliis muft be for the enemy V ? He will thereby be the more 
eafiiy overtaken in the purfuit; and, foould the attack be begun 

upon lus three Ihips, they will with the greater certainty bo 

• 

mined. 

« ** 

i When the fleet deflrous of avoiding the attack Jball be fa^ 
voured with the breei&e^ while the fleet in purfuit Jball be becalmed^ 

■f 

It being evident, that the enemy (F) will hare it In hb power to 
make Ids efcape with his whole fieet, if tbb partial ^eeze in hia fa¬ 
vour 
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vour (hall take place before the attack has begun, wc fhall pafs on 
to the oppofite cafe. 

When the attack upon the three Jhips Jball have commenced 
hejime this partial breeze in favour of the feet purfual^ has 
taken place, 

l?)6, (Plate XXL fig. 20.) The variety of poliuons in which 
the two fleets may be affefled is fo great, and the confequenccs 
wliich can be fuppofed attendant on this cafe fo numerous, it will 
not be attempted to give a feparate difeuffion of each. The read¬ 
er, however, by applying his own ideas upon the fuhje<ff to the 
plans before him will l>e able to fiipply this for himfelf. In 
the mean time, as it is imagined nothing in fuch inveftigatioii 
will be found that can materially afte£t the general itTuc, ami 
lince no breeze whatever can favour the fleet F, fb as to enable 
it to fail round and round the fleet B, (the fleet B all the while 
fuppofed to be lying hecalmetl), k will not be too much to fay, 
that this partial brceize in favous’ of the feet taking place after 
the attack began^ although it may facilitate the eiirape of his van 
and centre, will not avail him much in the recovery of the three 
in his rear, perhaps not in any cafe as yet exhibited, ex¬ 
cepting in this one, where the wind; ui one inftant, had lliifled in 
dire<£fc oppofirion, hJo. liH. 

When the attack f?all have commenced bfore the partial breeze 
in favour of the feet purfutd^ has taken place, fuppofng the vaind 

one infant to have fyfied in diretH oppfUion, 

U97- 




Coniprehcncteii m Plates 17. 18. 79. 20. 2t. 22. 23. 
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197. TJiat, even in this ca{e. No. 191^ (Plate XXIII. fig. 26,)^ 
the fame breeze which would favour F in the attempt to bring 
ofF his tliree fiiips, would, at the fame dmet, favour the eicape of 
the Ihips of B at A, as formerly defuibeil. Tliat this partial 
breeze would require to be of confiderable duration, otherwife F, 
in thus attempting to bring oSt his three fhips, crippled as they 
will be, inuft hazard a general engagement, in like manner as aJU 
ieady deicribed. No. 102. 


SECTION vm. 

or WINPS BLOWING IN CONTRARY DIRECTIONS. 

108. In foppofing, at any place, the extftence of two diftinct 
fireams of wind actually blowing in oppofite direilions, the one 
fioni the north t’^or example), the ptlier'^from the fouth, or from 
any two other oppofite points of the' conipafs j at that place alfo 
muft be fiippofod an intcrmcjdiatc fpace, a hue of ieparation be¬ 
tween the two fireams, parallel to both, and to be often diftin- 
guiflied by a fqrt of calm upc»n the lurface of the water, occa- 
fioned by the eddy winds partaking of the of tlie adjacent 

and contrary ftreams. 

199. That the requifite example's may the more cafily be ex- 
lubited, fuppofo Plate XXIV. to repiefent a fpacc at fea, in which 

* two» 
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;jdo^i''tjK5fe' iigige fri^i.\tlie ilorthi ,aa4-p S on ' the Ttghi 

foutli,he tbfif lme of 
;&p 5^.. fbe^ft-; uad^. 

Vamgr^jCai'^d',^-. abd^-Jli^' ■ iSje /aiiuiJ '.cb^^-or^ 

’-■'. '^'B, th^fle^ in pmiuji^'■'■■ ■■ 

O,, the three ;:|nh^|^s attac|ee<l''i;. 

A, -the four ilups mjikiiig the attack. 




. •. vT . ^ —^ -^V-T. ,a T 

be;&„\{a6 in «g. a:), flill tlieir im^Oimtep'with the . Hoc of 
lion Y^5^. w luniUr, and to the jfame'-^ in no.^ier 

dhe^on S^hetever c^ fleets eijcOunt^ this ~a<x:ident of ^con^ 
vetiidsl can be cbrii^iM’ehehded under dieib tWrce cflf^. • ' 
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atlumed pofitions as btforc dcfcrtbci<>i, Na 1 or as B and V, 
(fig. 4. plate *2 p.) Let us Aippofe F the fartheft ahead, has^ 

pciccivcd du* v/in<l as changing to a dire^ contrary dlr^ioti, 
and, from Iia\ itig liad his (hips on a larbo.ird taek, as when at 
II, tlijt he has got, or muA lie getting, his (larboard vacks aboard, 

at V F ; or, in otlter words, that he has pafTed from one ftream 
nf -^sind, and has got into another, and contraiy ftrcain-^is it not 
evulcnt, if the fleet B ihall (land on and follow, and. (hall get 
into this new ftream of wind, the fame with hb enemy F, that 
he will lie to leew'ard (as in fig. .7,), and, of coude, that the 
mode of his attack miift: be changed ? (Plr/. No, i 92.) 

20 J. Again, on the other hand, fiippofo B, in declining to 
(land on, that! continue in the northern ftream of wind, as in fig. 
6.)—will it not be poflible for him, by putting before the w-ind, 
as at C, to recover a pofition A to windward of F, lo foon 
twer he (hall choofe to pafs from the one ftream of wind to the 
other ? 




* 


CASJCS AFTER THE ATTACK SHAEE BE BBGtTK. 


203. Plate XXV. fig. 7. reprelents the attack already be¬ 
gun and continuing in the northern ftream, while F, abandon¬ 
ing his three (hips, has got into the fontlicrn jftream with his van 
aud centre. 




* Plate XVII. fig, a. and 3. Kos, i5<5. 157. fffi. t$tf* 
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20(Fig. 8.) Tlie (Ittack continued in the northern ftrea* 11 j 
and 15, wltlt his whole fiect, dropping down die wind together, 
evidendy will have the advantage of getting to the fouthward 
equally with F, the enemy, notwithftanding the efforts of V to 
get to winiward in the oppollte ftreani. 

205. The fleet B in anodicr view (fig. 9.) is reprefented as 
aware cJt the accident before hitn^ and having puflied ahead with 
Ills van and centre, will be prepared to fupport his attack of the 
three fli^ps, whether be fliall continue in the northern flream* as 
at C, or thall pats into the contrary llrcam, as at D, (fig. lO.) 

20^. (Fig. I J.) Again, on the other hand, fhould tlic fleet 
B, in continuing the attack, Hand on, as at B B 13, .\nd, wiihoui 
precaution, fliall have followed, and got into the fame flream 
of w’ind with tfic enemy F ; then F, of confequence, being to 
windward, will immediately have it in his power to carry aflill- 
ance to his dvree Ihips, but whether by wearing hit> other Ihips 
in the line, as at H rl, or by tacking, as at 1 I, will flill be ox- 
|.X)fed to the hazard of a general eng.\gement, as before deferibed, 
Ko.‘i92. 

'> • 

207. From all which it follows, that a coIIeJfled and connect¬ 
ed fleet of fliips to windward will, on every occafion, be able to 
make an advantageous attack U{)on a fleet of Ihips to leeward, and 
wdfliing to avoid a clofc engagement ^ and that the attacked fleer, 
lying at fuch difadvaiitage as no manoeuvring whatever can coiii- 
penfate, mufl be worfted. 

T 2 
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SECTION IX. 

OTHCR OiMNlONS (low THIS ATTACK PROM THE 
WARD SHOULD RE CONDUCTBD. 

yo?t. Many eminent fejunen, however much they may be 
comincecl that an attack made upon the retil* of an enemy’s llect 
wilJ have a math better chance of fucCei^ than in the cafe of an 
atca<.k upon the whole line, oi even on^ the van, as hiUierto 
piaCliied, have 115)1 cUfferejit opinions how this attack Ihould 
be condu-dUtL Thefe, as given to me, it is proper ihould be laid 
before Uic reader, although they are not what I would approve 
of. 

% 

' 

L>oo. (Plate X!XV1. %. 1 .) Firfi, If it is fuppofed iltat the 
aiutk lhalJ be made by the greater part lof the foree of fleet, 
coni' ig ri|^ht before the wim*, upon the fix flernmoft fhips of an 
enemy h, is it not evident, that the fbips of B, by making the 
attack in this manner, mufl be expofed, without a poffihillty of 
return, to as mafty hroadfidcs frt'Jii each of thefc fix fliips of F 
as can be got icadyi during a courfe of two miles ? . 

Mv nee, as the laid rtiips of B will aflliredly he difabled, before 
they will have it in iheir power to hurt tlie imemy, this diiadvaiv 
tage Ihould detcranitte the impropriety qf this mode. 


810 . 
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N 

(f*late XXVL fig, 2 .) Suppole again, that fhme p.irt 
of tht; force ^hofcn to make the attack fhAll lie lent to IcewarJ (as 
at A), as well 4 $ to windward of th6 three (hips dcterminctl 

be at^ked, {sk at C.) 

• « ^ 

But 'dajigcr fiippofed, of fliot palfing over the enem)r’'« 
fiiips#" aftd‘’*fttiking thofe of friends, may be an obje^ion U) ibis 
mode*' 

*• 

(Plate XXVI. fig. 3 .) Otifiers have been of opinion, 
that the headnioft lliip A, chofen to make die attack, (hall come 
clofo up along-fide of the ilernmiOifi: of the enemy, and, having de¬ 
livered her fire, fiiall pufii along the line aa far as polfible, which 
may be fuppofed to be the ftxth fhip of the enemy F j and, as ir 
is evident that this firfi (hip A may 114% e received fix broadiidos, 
that ia, a broadfidc from every one oPthe fix enemy*s jdilps, dur¬ 
ing her courfc in pafiing them, it has been thought poffiblc that 
the other five finps C C 0 C C, by following cloic after licr, may 
attain thcfir fiadons, each abreaft of her opjxjfite, wxtJiovit having 
receivetl a gimw number of broadfides than they h ive had it in 
tlteii* pow^r to return j and, Uiei^otx‘, diar by this mode the 
numl)er of fhips to be attacked will be determined : l or as many- 
{hips aa the leading fiiip dial! be able no roach, lU many ihips xvill 
the attacking fleet be able to carry* 

> 

212. (Plate XXVI. fig. 4.) A fourth tnodo of attack, whklr 
feems to be comj^ied horn a medium taken from tite lafl. Let 
if |>c fiir{:^o(ed^ as iu the fi>rmcr cafes, that the fleet fi has been 

brought 
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brought up to a^ftion in a co11e<ftcci manner, but fubdlvitled only 
1b far as tlic fervice may require (as formerly dated in fig. ^2.), 
and that the leeward divifion A fltall l)e more particularly dcllined 
for tlie immediate attack, while, at the fame time, the body of 
the ileet, keeping to windward, lhall be fuppofed attentive to give 
tlie neceflary fupport wlicre required. 

Then let it be fuppofed, that the headmoO; fliip C, making the 
attack, having been foou crippled, thall not have been able to puili 
farther than the third or fourth fhip of the enemy’s line : 

Is it not eafy to conceive, fay they, that {l>me one, or more, 
of the (hips to windward, attentive to fupport and fupply her place, 
mav bear dow'u on the fourth diip of the enemy, uiidcr cover of 
the fmokc, throw in her fue, and pufh on to the fifth or ilvth 
(hip, as at O, or, perhaps, farther ; and that fo far as this frcili 
• hip I), or a lecond frclh thip E, may be able to puth, lb many 
diipvS of tlie enemy may be expedled to be carried ? 

Eor, whatever (hips of the enemy can be got abfeafl of, at a 
] proper didance, may he ef/fablctl^ and therefore commanded^ by the 
numerous freth llups kept to windward for this puri>ofe. 

1 In all the difl’erent attacks upon the roar, it has, by fume, 
l.oon ihfnight a great ohjoit, if pracdicable, to throw a raking lire 
into the rear of afi enemy’s line of battle, by Ihips detached for 
that purpolc, as at (I. For if fliiot, as has been laid, can take cf- 
fedl at a diftanee of two miles, from tliia pdlition it will furely 
roach the fixth Ihip, if the enemy’s line Oiall be formed at two 
cables length afundor; and, if formed at one cable’s length alun- 
der, it will reach, and may cripple the twelfth fhip. , 

SEC-* 
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SECTION X. 

CONCI^CTSION, WITH GJ^NERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

In the proccJing Narrative and Dcmonflrations, we think, it is 

til4. 1. That Ilritirti leainen, from the nature, avS well as 

the greater extent of the navigation 'upon oiir coails, mufl, of 
neceflity, be fuperior, both in Ikill and intrepidity, as well as in 
number, to thofe of otlier nations. 

215. 2. That deficiency in point of failing, upon many oc- 
caflons, evidently has not been the caiifc of theie late niiicar- 
riages; but, if it has really been the caufe of inifcarriagc in others, 
is it not high time to fet about fuch reformation in our dock-yards 
as may recover an equality in a point fo important ? Even fup- 
pofmg this to be true,' why ihould we uniformly attempt 
getting up with the enemy’s van, vrith a view to carry their 
whole fleet, inflead of • contenting ourielvea with a certainty of 
cutting off a few of tlieir dullefl: failing veflels in the rear ? 

216. 3. That the mode of running down die wind in a line, 
each fliip dire^ing. her covtrfc upon her oppofite, and pointing 

* die 
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the attack upon the van, witli a view of (lopping it* in preference 
to ati attack upon the rear, ha^ proceeded from an td^ car¬ 
rying every (hip in the enemy's fleet; but tliis mode has evi¬ 
dently given the enemy an opportunity of difabling ptir (hips, 
And preventing us from coimng clofe sdong-flde of them. 
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APPENDIX TO PARTI 


admiral sir GEORGE POCOCK’s ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE 
VRENCH FLEET, COMMANDED BY MONSIEUR d’aCHE, IK 
THE EAST INDIES, Oftno 1758,"'^ 


• ylJw}h.}tfy~Oj^ci\ OHuhcr ]*>tb 2 759.—Captaui Latham, Uitu 
’• (tf the "Tygcr^ urnycii at Portfmouth on the Uth injlant^ in 
‘ the Kaji ffidia Company's Jhip the Adnnral Wutfon^ ‘with let’- 
‘ tei s from Vicef-Admiral PocOCK, gi^^ing the JoH^^wing t/<- 

‘ iuunt, ' 


‘ Admiral PococK being joined by Commodore Sri.vKNS,. 
in Madras road, with the reinforcements from laipjaml, ami 
haviiig jnit his (hips in the bell condition poirihle, April i 7th 


U 


1 ^ 
i i 






Tlic printing had advanced fat, before the Author thc'»ig!\t t>f iiu led - 
Ing t.helV eng:’.geincntis. They werte'in the 1‘ime war ; and »l»out two years .ifier 
that of Admiral Byng. A defcrlptioii thereof, giving an opportunity t.f iiuro- 
ducing new matter, M'ill the more clucuhite the fubjeed, and Mill at the fnne time 
complete the collection of thofe fc.t engagements, in which Biiiifli jneefs, 
to ivinihvutul, by tkUnding their line ivith the defigu to Jhp, tale^ thfroy^ ur d'O.l-i- 
the nvhoh- of ihe enemy s line to leenuarch have b^ert difnbled bej'ere thry could ^rcich 
Ciuaiioti from nvkencc they eputd anmy the enemy^ Scu &c. Vide y>. 43. I 
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iiiikd ii\ oriliT ro get to \viii'Kv..ird of Fo’t St 
to ifiti i\t the I'lvnch tijisatlrfm, \vl\ich hy intelH; • oeo he 
\v:u n-i.uU: to expert was on the!!* appio.uli fro:o die well.-* 
Vv\U'd, fioni the Ide of France: 'I'ho in iht- mornhy;, I’nv 

iev'.-n llv.j-s in l ort St OavivPs n• iti, gcllin,, nnJef i’.i ; they 
t’vvo othe rs in the oHing ; and, conelmline^ li'.ein to bo tl'.e 
vneinv, imnicdiateiy gave oJiale ; 'I'ijcio flh;> . iiliro in a!], 
li.ii'alisig olf jliore nmicr toji-iails, F.'rinotl the line pf battle 
aht ul : Admiral PocooK formo<l hi.s lino ot battle too ; .m<b 
jv li-rai as Ins /hips hatl got into tliotr /lalion, being Hourly 
a it;.in ramloin thot of the encinv, boro down upion tho 
/aidi :qne, (»n ]>oard which /hip i\ 2 fjn/ienr ll’Aciii-: \'»x>ro ;» 
coirctLoj hnt oliforving the Newcaillo and W'^evinfcaili that 
ihov did n(jt bear away at the fatne time, he made their fig- 
fad .. 'J ijo enemy began to bro upon tl;e iinglilh a.s they were 
yoing d(j\vTi ; hut the Admiral did .not make the fignal to e»i- 
gage, till he was within half inufkct-dhot of the Zodia*.|iie, 
width was about three o’clock. A tew inimites after, per¬ 
ceiving tlie /hips were nr>t all got clofe enough (o the oncirn), 
lie made the lignal tor a clo/er engagernenr ; which was imme¬ 
diately complied with by the thips in the van. At half palt 
lour, obferviiig the rear of . the French line had drawn up 
pietty clofe to the /.odiaque, the Admiral made the Cuniber- 
hmd, Nifwcaltlc, and WeyoHinth, fignals to make fail up and 
engaeo clofe. Soon after, Monlicur D’Acnn broke the line, 

‘ and 


nritiOi Ship'C 

I'.li/.dv.di, r.4 

Sal;)T:>ury, <JO 


} 


'S aimoLul), the 


1 


\Vt yn:onfh, <jO 
Cunif- jl.ind, 64 
Ncwcrittic, 50 


J <luccnbcrougli, 
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and put bofore the wind : liis fecond aJlc'rn, kept <,>ri tbe 

Yarmouth’s c]ii;irtor imdl pari of tlic a<lIion, tlicn came* isp 
alunghde, gav^e his i'lrc, and bore away. ’^Phe other two fbipv. 
in the rear came up in like manner, anel then bore away ; anti 
a few ntinutes after cdiferving the enemy’s van to bear away 
alfo, the Admiral hauled down tlie llgnal f(3r the line, and. 
made the lignal for the general chale. About fix, obierving 
the enemy join two lliips four miles to leeward, and at the 
fiune time hauling their wind to the wcRward, and feennng' to 
form a line ahead, and the Yarmouth’s malls, ^aids, fails, and 
rigging, as well as the Ellzabctli’s, Tyger’s, and Sahlljury's, 
being lb much damaged as to I'revent their keeping np with 
the ihips that were in the rear during acVion, wito had receiv¬ 
ed hut little damage, and night approacliing, llie Admiral 
followed the c'nemv as well as he craild, flaiiding to the 
fonllt-wefl, in order, if podihle, to keep to windwa rd of them, 
in hopes of being able to’engage them next mornie.g, lint 
tbev ihowed no lights, nor made any nigltMignal-., iliat cunid. 
be cjhfcrvved, he did not fee them through the n.eii'-, nor 
next morning ; and therefore, concluding that they had wea¬ 
thered him in the night, hy being able to carry more f.il!, he 
c ontimied his endeavours tt:> work up after t!.' m, until fix i> 
the morning. May ifl, wdicn'liiiding he loll* tncund cmihdi r 
ably, he c;gine to an anc:hor about three leagties to the n<.»rrii- 
waid oi Sadras, w'hcre he was informed that tjje ihen /\n*R‘ t .‘ 

* IT 2 ‘ ‘ 


{•'rcnch Stiu.uiron. 


be Ihcu Aiuic, 1 , f Le f?t Louis 

Lc Compt lie Provence, T , ' d Le Due dc Orkrut;,, 

j L »«c >1^- U..urgi,ync, 


JL.e \'e«igeancc, 
Le Condo, 


Lt' ,S) jphivi- ', 

Le . ' 


JLe Monv^ joined after the battle 
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7 I- fa lli’p f'l the* enemy) Iiad rcccivetl fn uiufl'. daiiiApc 

in die ii'dion, tlj U ihcy were to run lier a2li k; i Utile 

ri> tlie ioni'iv/aid cd' Aleinparve, where the I reiich tq'i.id'on 
wa-s at an aneliur. 

‘ 7"]ie i roneh arrived in St David’s Road rt nine hi’the morn- 
in.'-, die cl-iv' iK-foi'C ilie Rritiih y\dinlral ieU in v, hh tl.icm, 

1 ;i-V li id net laialod any tro(,>j>s before the ent^ageuiont. ’Tlie 
■ndl'. :! W..S about 7 leagues W. !>. N. of Alemparvc. 'Hic Ad¬ 
miral obhi\ts, that Commodore St rv Lr.\-s. Captain Latham, 
an..] C7.pt.lin SoM F itsi-ri’, who were in the van, and KiiMFFW- 
j ! !, r, the Commodore 's Captain, behaved as became gallant 
'■hi.-To; and that Captain llAlt u i son’s I ehavionr, as well as 
ill ’lie o-Iicei'; and men belonging to the Yarmouth, gave Mm 
hniible fitbfa£lion j ami that, had the (daiitains in the rear 
dome their duty a.s well, he flwnild have had a great pleafure 
in eommending th.em ; but, tlieir manner of aitling in the cn- 
p.igement aj^peaicd U) taulty, tliat, on Ids return to iMadras, he 
ordered a court-martial to adeinblc, and inquire into tlieir con¬ 
duct. In confcquencc of wluch. Captain XionoTAs Vincknt 
W as fenienced to be difinilfed from the command of the Wey- 
rna.auh. Captain I-JiGO of the NewcaUle to be calhlerevl from his 
M nehv’s fervice, and Captain BnKHJirON of the Cumberland 

j y ’ , 

to loCe one year's rank as a poll-captain. 

‘ Admiral Pocock having repaired the nioft. maKTial damages 
'■ of his lhip.s, put to fea Alay JO.., with an intent to gel up to 
‘ Port St David’s, but was not able to eOecl it. He got fsght of 
‘ Pondicherry tlie .iOtli, and the next morning the French lijua- 
‘ dron, which had been there ever fmee the 5th, Rood out of the 
* road, «and got away, notivtthllanding the Avlmirafs ntinoll en- 
‘ deavciTS to come up witli them. On, the Uth of dune, upon 

* receiving 
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‘ r(;'CLMvin,';i; .in act-ount that Fort St David’s had lurronclerc-d t(’ 

‘ tlie Frencli, lie jndj;v'tl it priuk'nl to retina iminoiliately to Ma- 
' dras, to rcfieOi his hjiiadron. 

‘ I'he xAdiniral failed a-yi'n, July 2 .>th, in quell of the enemy j 
‘ and on th<l^ 2Tth, in the i^ot within tlirce leagues of 

‘ Pondiclierry road, where lie pirceivcd their f(|iuidrf»n at an- 
‘ clior, etmhlllng of s fiil of tlio line, and a frigate. They got 
‘ under fail the niornine*, and Ih'od to ih.e foiithwainl. The 

' Admiral in ule the Ji'jnal to eliale, aiul endeavoured to weather 
thc*m, as the likehefl means of bringing- tliein to atRion 
‘ which, howevei', he was not able to accomplilh till Augufl 3d, 
‘ w’lien, taking advantag,e of the fcad>reeze, he got the weather- 
‘ gage, and brought on the engagtanent about one o’clock. 
*■ Monliciir D’ Acuk let his forcfail, and bore away hi about 
‘ 10 minutes, bis fijuadron following bis example, and continu- 
‘ ing a rum ling hgbt, in very irregular line, till 3 o’clock. 
*' be Admiral then made the iignal for a general chafe ; upon 
‘ which the Froncli cul away their boats, and made all the fail 
' thiry could- • He purfued them till it W’as dark, wlieii they e- 
^ fcayied, by’^ outfailiiig him, and got into Pondicherry road. The 
* Admiral anchored the fame evening off Carrical, a French fet- 
tlemcnt. ’ 

Britiih lofs on this occalioii 31 killed, llG wounded, French 
lofs, fays the Atlmirars account, 3 W killed and wounded. 


D£S«ilIP- 
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JDESCRIPTION OF ADMTRAJ. SIR CEORGK POCOCK’s EN- 
OAGKMFN’T WITH TlHi FRl^NCll FLEET COMMANDED BV 
monsieur d’ ACHF, east INDIES, OFF FORT ST DA- 
VId's, ‘21UTI APRIL 

iToni tlie foregoing letters, nltlioiigh ^ve have not bepn inform¬ 
ed either of llic particular dircOion of the wind at the time, or c- 
veii iip(^n what tack tlio two Meets were chiring this cngageHieal, 
yet, from thefe letters, circurnMances are lo far cx}daine<l, that 
Jhere can he ho doubt of binning a dcferintion, which, in ;dl o- 
ther rel'pcC-ls, will be liiMiciontly fatisfa^lory* 

(Plate XXVI1. fig. f.) P, The French fijiiadron formed In 
line v,»f battle to leeward, upon tht^ Aarho.srd rack, as ii is fup- 
pofed ; for it was Handing oif from the land, with the wind in. 
die welh'ni quarter. 

.B, Admiral Sir Oeoroe Pocock's tquadron; tach ihip come 
to lier llalion, and formed in lino of battle, thought to bo about 
1 uidom diot dillance to windward, 

« 

(Plate XXVU. Fig. 'i\) F, The Zodiaque, on board which (hip 
.Monlitiir IT Ache, the French Admiral, wore a'^cornette. 

A, 'I'he Britilh Admiral in the Yarmouth bearing down upon 
the Zodiacjiic, but making lignals to the ihips C C C allern, 
iiie Cumberland, the Newcafde, and the Weymouth ; the cap¬ 
tains tjf thefe veffels, .vs it appeared, not having bore away to¬ 
gether iuid at the fatne time with the Yarmouth, and the other 

Ihips 
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ilijps in the van 15. The enemy all tlie while kept fuii^g upon 
the lirltiih ileet cluilnj^ their coin ie in coming down ; nor ditl 


Sir Ci-ouoK PocooK, tlie 


Brllini Admiral, make the ligual to 


engage till he was within lialf mufket-lhot of the /oduupic, as 
at F, ahont*threc o’clock in the aPernoon. 

Neither the ihips 1> in the rear, nor the ilnps in tlic van M, 
were yet come to their ll.rtions, that is, at fighting dilVance. 


Fig. J). B, ’I'he Admiral, in the Yarmouth, arrived at a 11a 
tion; within half midket-lhot of the Zodiaqne F j but, porcciv-- 
ing that all his other Ihips had not even yet got fufticiently 
clofe in with tlie enemy. In* made lignal for a dol’^r engagement, 
whirli was immediately complied with by the Ihips e>l the van, 
as at C 


Plale XXVil. fjg. 4. The Admiral, in the Yarmouth B, oh- 
ferving that the Ihips in the rear of the French line had drawn 
dole np, as at O, with a view to fnpport their Admiral in the 
/odiaipie F, 4ie made the fignals of the Cumberland, Newcallle, 
and Weymouth, l>, to make fail up and engage, that is, to lup- 
port him in his ihip the Yarmoulh. 

Plate XX Vll. fig. .'7, B, the * Yarmouth. Sir GiiOROF. does 
net fay that the lliips D in hia rear complied witli this lali fignal, 
hut he fays that Monfieur D' AqiiE, in the Z,odia<pic, iinmvdiare- 
ly broke his line, anil put before the wind, as at F V : 'Dial his fe- 
cond allcrn, who had kept upon the Yaiiuoutli’s quarter the whole 
of the fore j^art of the engagement, aftertvards came up alcnglid.*, 

• uave 
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gave his lire, and then bore away in like manner, as at G. Im¬ 
mediately after this laft, the two remaining ihips H in die rear 
made jail, came up, and poured in their fire, referred ^for the 
purpoi'e (of difabling iho Yarmoudi), and in fuccefiTion bore’awa-v- 
alfo. Laft of all, the fliips in the van I, taking -e^c&niple from 
the ZcKliaque and the ihips in the rear, quitted the Hne alfo, and 
put before the wind ; and leaving the Britifli van, which by this 
time were difablcd from following them, they foon rejoined their 
centre and rear, wlien altogether forming a new line of battle 
four miles to leeward, as at K K, they were again prepared to 
give the Britifh fipiadron a reception, ftiould they have the leafl 
inoliaatiou to make a (econd attack. 


OBSEUVATIONS ON ADMIRAL SIR OEOROE POCOClt’s EN- 
GAGKMENT OF the 120x11 APRJL IT.'JS. 

Sir George has not been paiticular iu giving u» the pofitivo 
liiuation of his fliip the Yarmouth When he bore away to attack 
the Zodiaque- Suppofing him to have been right to windward, 
and, in bearing down to attain a ftation at 15, Plate XXVIH, fig. 

abreaft, and ?it lialf mufket-fliot from the Zodiaque, had he 
airunicd the lafking. courfe, fo as to have formed the line of inter- 
ft’clion A A, as in fig. t>., his fhip,s, in going down, by fufiering 
greatly, muft have been crippled. Confidering likewife, that 
the enemy, by running under tnpfails, muft have been getting 
much ahead, lie therefore would have, had the greater difticulty 
• . ux 
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in getting the (hips in liis rear up into adion, as has already 
been explained by former examples, of* Admiral Byng, Adnnral 

^ 4 

Plate 3tXVItI. Fig. 7. AgaiHf had he been aftern of the cue- 
af'A> Pig. 7., when he {et out on tins courfc, fttU the 
' difficulty of getting the fhtps in the rear brought up would have 
bect^ iticreafed. 

*The attack, it fceins, wa*> not made according to this lafking 
fonp. Sir Olokoi; has l^d, ho bore down upon the >?iodiaqiic, 
by which e?q[>rcflion, and by wdiiat followed, it ihuft be imdci- 
Rood that it was his intention not. only to ftcer his own ihip 
with her head Readily dire^ed upon the Zodiaque, but that his 
other ftxips, in the fame manner, ihould be Reercd each with her 
head Readily dire€tcd upon^hcr particular opponent. 

In the profecutidn of,which intention, and while the enemy 
had way ahtsad, at the rate, |ierhaps, of two miles and a half, per 
hour, the Yarmouth and every other Riip of the fquadron, of 
neceflity, muft have aflumed a comrle fonning each of them a 
curve, dS reprefented In Plate XXVIII, Pig. 8 . 5 vdiich courfe, in 
mathehiatical difquifitions* h<w been termed the Imc or cuivc 
of purfuit, • 

V, • 

'The very.fpe<jiprtJ 8 *and favourable afpe^R of this kind of at- 
tacl^ loon after that of the unfoitunatc Admiial 

By NO, And oojilidering allb the cale of tho officers who com- 

X mandtd 
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manded die iliips m the rear, who were diifgraced on this occa- 
•fion, will make the dilcuflion thereof under a particular head by 
itfelf the more necelFary. 




OPTHECURVEOFPURSCJIT, 

By the curve or line of purfuit is underftood that curve de- 
feribed in the water by one fliip in purfuit of another, when the 
fhip in purfuit from the windward, in bearing down, fhall fleer • 
lier head continually dire£lcd upon the fhip purfued. 

Plate XXVIII. Fig. 8. Let F reprefent the fliip purfued, to 
leeward, having motion ahead in the line F G, as required for 
good ftecrage. Let B be the fliip in purfuit, two and a half miles 
right to windward ^ which diflance being exprefi^d by tlie per¬ 
pendicular B F, let it be called the line of diflance, or the line of 
common departure. And F’s motion through the line of courfe 
F G, fuppofe it at die rate of two and a half miles per hour, 
let it be expreffed by the Figures 4^ 8, 12, in the line F G j and 
the velocity, of B required to oveitake muR be greater than 
the velocity of F. 


THEOREM. 

I'o difeover what ipace the fliip F mufl run ‘through in tlie 
iJfie V G, before B, in deicrM^Ui^ the curve of .piufuit^ can over- 
' ' . take 
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take F j iay, as the difference of the (ejuares of the velocities ajP- 
fumed is to the product of the velocities, fo is B F, the hue of 
conitnon departure, to the fpace F O that the ffiip purfued mult 
run through before flic can be overtaken. Thus, when the ve¬ 
locities affiimed fliall be as 5 to 3 ;—Say, as 16, the difference of 
the iquarcs of thele numbers, is to i .5, the product of thefe nuiii- 
hers, lb ia 16 (of any quantity, furlongs, for example,) the dlffance 
of B right to windward at the beginning of the coiirfe, to i ^ 
furlongs, the Ijpace required for F to run before (he can be tiver- 
cakeu. 


THE CtJRVE OF PURSUIT CONSTRUCTED MECHANICALLY. 

Plate XXVIII. Fig. 9, ,*The line of common departure, F 
fnppoffng it perpendicular to the line of courfc F G: Let any pro¬ 
portion, J to 3, be affumed : That while the fhip F moves in the 
line of courle F G through the firft (pace No. l., flippoie it three 
yards, the fliip B from the windwaid, by fleering a courfe con- 
dnually dire^ed upon him, Ihall in the fame time move through 
the /pace No. l. in the curve of purfuit, at the rate of 5 yards ; 
and, while F Ihall move through the fpace i 2,* or fecond divi- 
flon in the line of courfe, fliat B in the fame time Ihall have run 
through die corrofponding fpace I* 2 in die curve, lieing other 
5 yards, and fo on continually, protraCling each their feparatc 
eourfes, in the proportion as 5 to 3, until diey Ihall come in con- 
tiUfl,. or clofe along-fide of each other, that is, until the lines of 

X 2 * their 
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their ftjA Cl al coiufcs {hall meet in a-point, as at G. Draw the 
lines J 1, 2 12 , and J, See, and they nearly repr jl^nt the 

curve of purfuit. 


or Tin- A.PPIICATION OF THE CURVE OF t»t;RSU^T IN 
SIR OEOROE POCOCK’s ENOAOEMENT. » 

That Sir Georoe intern!^ to'^ake Tii« attack in ibme fuch 
I and th\if he attempted it with liis ihip, the Yar¬ 

mouth, th€Te ci^ be no doubt,; but not having cotmnunicatod 
his intention, or* given it out in or by inftru^tion, to the 

commanders of his othef ihips. It is not furpniillg that this mode 
of attack, in the execution, did not come up to his expectation. 

Plate XXIX-^ E3]g;, lO- After much previous practice of the 
manceuvre, had ^ Sir George given inftruCtion that each Ihip, 
in bearing down, fti^d fteer with her head continually dirc<fted * 
upon her partic^ar opponent in die enemy’s line, then each of 
his (hips, P, Q, R, with equal yeldcity anumed, would, along 
with B, the Yaermouth, hoye run down ipaces, each in their &- 
vcral iimilar curycfs, equ^ to the dlviiions s!^ \ marked as 

velocities at the fate of 5, in the particular, curve described by the 
Yarmouth, and ik the iame time in which the Zodiaque, with her 
aflexiates, would have moved throughcorrelQ^hdtfi|g divi- 
ftons 1, 2, 4, marked as velocities at tlie fate of in |he line 

f of 


r 
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1 .f com le F G $ thiln B, the BrUIdt Admii al, with his thi^ee fhipa 
aftern, wjiea drived at the line C D, a ftation of fighting dil- 
lanco * whSc^ ettts the curve in the point numbered lo, (if 
the cncmjr tiod not gone off), could allb have continued his 
ciyurfc until his fhip the Yamaoutli, as well as every other Ihip of 
his fqtiadron, might have come into contadt, or clpfe aloi^g-iidf^ 
each of her particular opponent $ that is, the Yarmouth in ^n- 
tadt with the i^odiaq[ue at G, and the three fhips in the rear of 
the Yarmouth, with the three correfpondiug Ihips in the rear and 
aftern of the Zodiaque. 

It is to be obfervecT, however, that the Admiral, By ^hcn ar- 
• rived at the i»oint marked lO in the curve, as formerly remark¬ 
ed, within fighting diftance, far from having got abreafib of the 
ZodiaqiK^, by this time arrived at the correfjiondcut point J.0? in 
its line of caurfe, has got little farther^abteafi. H, the 
lliird Ihip aftcni of the Zodia^ue j and die three fhips D, in Sir 
C^roROis’s rear, at diis time, are left aftern of the enemy’s whole 
fict t. 


The Yarmouth never was in this particular fitualion at any 
time of tile engagement. For, however Well Sir Gforge’s three 
ihips afi^ern might have proferved their courfe, each in their 
piopet ciirve^i according to inRrUi^ions, or according to the di- 
redtion of tlKJXr fteerage with wl^ch they might fet out in the 

beginning 


to F < 5 '*,'' the epcmy*s l^»e of couirr«>, about 400 yard^ dif- 
iotnedaic^ juftol-fljot, or half mufkeitihoi.. By Mr Byjsk’s en* 
gag^ment does Kio$ ajj^pear that hia ynit distance , as mqiket- 

in aP? of the 0^p9jYou 
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beginning of the purfuit, it is cv5dci\t that Sir Oeoroe had not 
kept his intended curve : For, had he preferved his Cv>U|fe ih his 
pix)pcr curve, he would infallibly have been at the point number 
lO in the curve of purfuit, when the Zodtaque got to her 
correl'pondent point numl>er lO in the Tine of courib F G. 

From this fituation at the point I o in the curv^e of purfuit^ he 
mull have pafled along, and fuftdned the fire of the whole (hips- 
in the enemy’s rear, before he could have attained a* Ration at 
A, abreaft, and at half mufkct-{hot diRance from the i^odiaque^. 
That he never was in the fituation at the point lO in the curve 
c-f purfuit, as defcribtxl, and did not pafs along the cmemy^s rear, 
and receive their fire, may bo prefuined* fince he has not told us j • 
but he has told us, that lid did not give the fignal to engage (that 
ui, to begin firing) till he was within half niufket-(hot of the /it>- 
diaque, by which muft \ye utiderftood a Ration fomewherc at A 
nearly abrcaR of the Tkidiaque. '* 

In which cafe, however much Sir George, in the beginning, 
•night have wiflicd to keep his courfe according to the curve of 
purfiiit, yet, from farther coniideratxon aRerward, and while 
running down, tbrcfcoing tito confequeiices, he for certain made 
I tliangc, and had given, his courfe the lalking form, as M N, 
in ortler tliat Jlc might attain this Ration at A, abreaR of the Zo- 
diaque, at half mufket-lhot diRance, winch he faid he did. 

This chaitge from the firR intention in the TlTariyioutlPs courCe 
WAS not a thing of that kind which ccHild, in one inRant, be. 
MJinprehended by a fignal; and, if it was not in one inRant 
v‘omprchended, and put in execution by the fhips in the rear, of 
ncceluty they were to bo left confidorably aRem* 

But 
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Buf this reafp^ihg, s$ll th<s while, is founded ijppn tlip ruppofi-. 
tion, that each Ihlp of the Iqiiadron, by her courfe and her ve¬ 
locity adiimed, had or could, without previous pra<^ce, have 
preferyed her Ihition in the curve of purTuit, ihould it even have 
been alJottecT to her by the Admiral, which will npt bp admitted. 
For in iucli cafe, each ,/hip in /ucceflion, of neceflity talking the 
rule for her yeldcity from the /hip immediately ah^d, would 
imperceptibly and unavoidably get into her as ,a leader, and" 
by that means the /hips in die'rear, one after another, would fell 
moro and more aftern, from the very hegiQuing of die coiir/b, 
in form as at E- 

Plate XXiX. fig. 'll. Tlie ciinne of purfuit begun from a 
diftanoe aftem, with the velocities 5 to 3 a/Tumed as before; 
and if this diftamce F I {hall be equal tp die diftaoce to wind¬ 
ward I B, the Refolution wUl ftan^ thus —Js tfjc d^erence if 
ibef^uares f the veloc/ties is to double the prududl of the vetoci- 
ties^ fo is the difiiinee to'-whidmard f 11^ IC furlongs to 30 fur* 
lostgs.^ the ^aee which the Jhip purfued nutjl run ihrotfgb^ before 
Jhe can be overtaken ; in which cafe, the fliips in the rear mak¬ 
ing the attack, when arrived at a ftatipn qf fighting diftance, die 
line Jb M, parallei to F G, the courfe of the eneiny’s line of 
battle* wiU he loft at a double defence aftern, as* appe^s fiom 
the figure* 

I^ie XXX. 12. Again, llippote the courfe of B to be be¬ 
gun fn^rta right windward, and diat the velocities /hall be as 4 
to (a double proportion) ; /ay, as the dilference,of the fquares of 
the vclocitij^ is to the product of the velocities 8, lb is die dil- 
- . , ' . tance 
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unce to windward B F, 12-4ths of a mile ro 8-4ths of a rniley 
the fpace which the Ihip purfiicd has to run, bofbr^ lie can bo 
Dvertaken; and fuppoling T-. M, the parallel line of fighting- 
dihance, to be 440 yards as before, the Ihips in the rear, in ap- 
proacliing this ftation, will ftill be left allerii about 400 or 500 
> ards. 

From all which it may be concluded, that, whatever fliall be 
the proportion and rate of the velocities jiflumed, or how much 
foover ihall be the previous practice, the mode of attack, by this 
curve of purfujt, will in no way be found preferable t6 the 
mode in the lalking form ; but will be found fo much the worft 

• * 4 

of tlic two, as it will be more difficult in chQ execution, and the. 
Ihips in the rear will be left the faithcr afiern; and in general 
it is evident, that the cin*ve of purfuit, though a cjLirve well adapr- 
ed to bring one lliip into tlie wake of anotlicr, is not at all luited 
for bringing one lldp abreaft of* another, and within a given 
dillancc. 

With refped: to general obfcrvarioiis, they are die fame as have 
formerly been introduced. By the nature of the'attack, equally 
.»& in the engagements of Mr By No and ]VIr Bykoivt, the head-^ 
moll fliips mutl have approached the enemy, before it was pol- 
lihlc tor the dups itt the rear ,to get into fighting diftance. By 
the nature of this aj'proach, the van and centre wore difablcd, 
before they could get into a pofition from whence, by rctalia* 
tion, they could annoy the enemy. By the addrefs of the ene» 
my, as in Admiral Byron’s engagement, the rears of neither 
1‘quadron had got into action. Though the Admiral, like Sir 
OcoROE Rojdney, in his engagemepit o^ the Peatl^ Rock, had 

the 
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the merit.c»f great pcnonal couragt*, yet ihe rituck, as pxit in exe¬ 
cution by his Ihip the Yarmouth, be’iu<.; fiearly the lUme jis that 
of the Sandwich, of courfe was attended witli the like want of 
cfledt. 

On the* part >f the enemy in this engagement, and fimilar to 
every one of thd other live of tliis clafs deferibed, the Admiral, 
Monf. D’ Ache in the Zodiaque, lb loon as he felt hiinfclf ex- 
pofed to the Britillt fire, quitted the line, and withdrew from 
battle, leaving his fecond and other (hips allcrn, not only as a 
covjr to keep up a good countenance, and to amufe Sir C^eoroi; 
PococK, hilt, each Ihip after another, throwing in their fire upon 
the Yarmouth in palling, by particular iiiftruClion,. bore away in 
fncccflion, to form a new line to leeward. 

Admiral Sir George Pocock’s fecond engagement, of the 
id of Auguft 1758 , being fo much alike with that of the ifOrli of. 
April, no new defeription will bo needfary. 


END OE PART t. 
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INTRODUCTION.. 


I N the firfi: part of this work, it has been cflablinied, upon tlie 
deareft conviction, that tlie intention of our enemy, the 
French, in their mode jof encountering our fleets, luis con- 
ftantly Iwen to difable the ligging, and, if* poflible, to avoid 
tile bringing their* Ihips to a clofc engagement. It h is l>een 
Jhown, lid Icfs clearly, that an Admiral, commanding an oppo¬ 
nent fleet, and being in piirfuit anywhere from the vidndward 
cjuaiter, may have it in his power to bring the enemy either to 
give him batde on equal terms, and in a clofe engagemenr, oi 
otherwife to force liint to abandon a number <)l' his fliips, let him 
be as ihy, ali artful, and cauupus as he will. In tliis fecond part, 
after the fame manner, we (liall endeavour to demonflrate the 
praiiicabUity of forcing alf<^ an attack upon fuch an enemy, and 
with equal fuccefs, fnim the leeward quarter. And us in the 
frrft part it has been proved, that the fleet to windward, by mak- 

Y 2 . inr^ 
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jng the attack, will, by this, have attained a fiiperiority over the 
fleet endeavouring to avoid the attack ; fo, there can be little doubt 
it will be found, that a fleet, by making the attack Trom the lee¬ 
ward, niufl: alfo attain an advantage over an enemy, who is de- 
Jirous of av(3iding tlie attack by niaking off to wiiidward. * 


* Great part of this fubjeet, the attack from the leeward* having been exe¬ 
cuted almoft twenty-fix years ago, ami immetliately after tlie 27th July 1778, al¬ 
ready a part thereof has been introduced in illultration of tlie a^'tion of t*nat day. 
—Vart I. Obfervatioiis, Kcppel’s Engagement, page 103. 
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The ATTACK of FLEETS from the LEEWARD. 


DEMONSTRATION.S. 


SECTION I. 

OF FLEETS WOF^KINO TO WINDWARD. 

T he following domonftrations* upon the working of fleet* 
to windward, although perfectly known to all feamen, yet 
as they may afford fome intbrination to odiers not conver- 
fant on that fubjc^f, it is hoped they will not here be thought 
luperfluous. 

1 . (Plate h fig. 1.) Let us fuppofc a fleet of ten, twenty, or 
more ffnps to windward, as at F (Plate I. fig i.), endeavouring 
to avoid being brought to an engagement; and another fleet of an 
equal number of Ihips fome leagues tg leeward^ as at A, ardent¬ 
ly deilrous of getting up with F, and bringing him to an engage¬ 
ment : 
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ineiit ; If every Ihip of the fleet F, to windward, fhall be found 
to fail ecjiially well with every individual fliip of the fleet A to 
leeward, then, unlcfs fonic cliange of the wind or fome accident 
Ihall lake place, each fleet, in turning to windward, having uni¬ 
formly ke[)t their hoards proportional, the diftance between the- 
two fleets will continually remain the lame as at lirfl: fetting 
tdf; and the fleet A to leeward will never be able to get within 
reach of his aiitagonifl: F : That is, the board A, to bg made by 
the fleet A, making the fame angle with the perpendicular line 
\V W (the line of the wind), as t,hc board F G to be made by 
the enemy F ; and as it will be performed in the fame time and 
with the faiiic fpeed, the diftanc*; between the two fleets, 
when they thall have mrived at the points B and G, will be the 
fame as when they -w ere at the two points A and F, the places 
wlii'rc they let off 

* \ 

Again, fuppofing both fleets fhall tack at the fame time, and get 
uj>on a llarhoard conife, B C and G H‘, then the two fleets, 
when they Ihall have arrived rclpedtivcly at the 'points C and 
i {, the dillance between them w’ill flill remain proportionally the 
fnne as at flrll fetting olf; and the fleet A will never be able to 

up with, or reach, the fleet l‘\ his antagonill. 


But if the Vi'ind, during the courfe of a few dafys, fliould make 
Ibmc change, and il’ fome rigging ihouid be carried away by ati 
civeiprefs of fail, whicli arc aeddents not to be prevented for. 
any conliderable time with fleets fuppofed to be engaged in a, 
Urugglc ctf this kind 5 it is evident that fucli accidents will be of 


more 
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more dangerous conlcquence to tlie fleet endeavouring to get off 
to windward, than to the fleet in purfuit from the leeward. As, 
for example; 

Let us fiippofc the enemy’s iquadron in its progrcls to wind- 
w^ard from H to F (Plate I. fig. 2 .) ; that one of their fhips, Trorn 
being crippled, had fallen to leeward, as at the point G ; is it not 
evident that fhe muft: be cut off by the very next board, whicli 
part of die Iquadron A fhall make, as at C ; or otherwife, that 
the fquadron F, upon hearing away, or fhorteiiing fail, as at H, to 
protc<lSi this crippled fhip, by falling wathin. the reach of the fc[ua- 
dron A in purfuit, muft immediately be forced to come to action f 
Whereas, on the other hand^ ftiould any fhip of the ftpiadron A 
eome to be cnppled, and fall to leeward, as at B, flie will ftill con¬ 
tinue to be under the prote<StIon of the icpiadron A, and will not 

thereby be expofed to the fleet of the enemy. 

/ 

Again, upon a fuppofttion that the wind may change in the 
courfe of a few days, the following demonftrations wall fliow, 
that a wind from few other points of the compafs wdll make a 
change unfavourable for the fc[uadron to leeward. 

Let 118 fuppofe two fhips, the one feveral mile? to windward at 
F (Plate IL fr^. 3 .), endeavouring to get off, and the other in pnr- 

fuit from the leeward at A ; and let the wind be at weft at W. 

» 

To fhow the eflfetft: of changes of wind upon thcl'e two fhjps, 
det this change be from weft to north,'at N N, in one inftant; then 
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the ihip A, whiclj was I’everal iiiLics to leeward when the wind 
was at weft apparently, will lye up witli her courfe towards B, 
to windward of the ihip F, now that the wind lias got about 
to north, and evidently will have a courfe fo much farther to 
windward (vii/e H G), though the diftance between the tw^o 
ftiips A and F may teinain nearly the fame. 

Again, let A and F (Plate IL fig. 4.) be two fleets ; and let the 

wind, in paffing from weft to north, have changed fo gradsially, that 

each fleet has had fuflicient lime to lye i^p and keep to the wind 

with the whole t>f their retpetlive rtupj», OYtended in line of battle 

ahead, mutually as the wind lliall flilft: ^"et, ftill in this cafe, the 

fleet A, which was 7 miles to leeward when the wind was weft, 

will now have got to wind wait!, the wind having come fully 

Ihifted to the north, as may be fecn by courfe iaft of F, at the line 

H I, and courfe Iaft of A, at the line C D. 

!• 

For, if the fleet A can lye up to the wind two jx>ints at the 
ftatioh A, it will be able to lye two jwints up at the ftation P, 
when the wind lhall have changed two points, and will do the 
lame at Q, and the fame at the ftation R, and alfo at S, when 
the wind has got full to the noilh. 

• • 

In like m \nner, by the fleet F keeping the wind two points at 
the fimilar ftations, and at the fame rate of motion on the dif¬ 
ferent and equal boards; the t^'o fleets, when the wind fhall 
have got to the north, will ftill be'at the fame ctiftance from ore ^ 

another 





173 


I^AVAL TACTICS. 

another as before; hnt tlie fleet A, which was to Icewartl, will 
now have got far to the windward. 

Fig. ^ Again, upon a fuppofition that the wind, in palling from 
well to has changed in like manner, £b gradually, that each 

fleet Ih^i have had time to lye up, as per lines I,. M and T 
then^the fleet M, when die wind flialh-have come to the Ibutli, 
and the Ihip Z, will be found as far to the windward of the Ihip 
TJ, as when the wind came round by the northerji quarter. 

From all which it may be conceived, tluit the leeward fleet irr 
purluky by 4. ftcacly pcrf'everance, wdll foine way gr cu.hcr at Ldl 
get up and force au attack upon the enemy going ofl^ either 

by getting to windward of him, or by fetching Ionic part of his 
fleet from the leeward ; and as tliis muft he ac conipliflietl titUcr 
while the opponent fleets fhall be running upon the lame tack, 
or when they fhall be brought to pafs each other on cotttraiy 
tacks, the Attack olf Fleets from the leeward quarter will natu¬ 
rally divide Jtlclf into two fepavate cafes; and let the one be cal¬ 
k'd, the Simjile Attack, the atlicr die Ca*ofs Attack. 

By die Simple Attack, let it be underflood lo he th it cafe, 
when thii fleet A to leeward flAlI be able to iWch fbme patt of 
the enemy to,windward, and on the lame tack (as per JFig 
plate III.) 

1 

* * 

By the Crols Attack, let it be utulerftooJ to be that cafe, 
wherd the opjxment fleets lhall be lirouglit to pals one 

another on contrary tacks, as A and F (Fig. 6, plate Ilk) ^ 

Z ' 


S 1 M- 
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SIMPLE ATTACK- 


SECTION n. 

A 

ITII refpedi to the firft of thefc^ the Simple Attack,* few ex¬ 
amples can be produced ; for the French commanders, upon 
an apprehenfion of the fmolleft tifk of being overtaken from 
the leeward, have hitherto fohnd means to throw the fleets iin- 
der their command on the oppofite tack to that of the fleet in 
purliiit \ 

But \/hethcr, this lhall have arilbn from the enemy’s anxiety 
of avoiding a ihock, or from a natural confeqnence attendant on 
the necclTary movements of two fleets on fuch occafions, cer¬ 
tain it is tliat the meeting, oi rencounter of adverfe fleets, upon 
<.ppolite tacks, have been more frecjucnt than the rencounter of 
fleets on die fame tack ; and of which meeting, on oppofite tacks, 
thirc are four examples before ; That of the 27th July 17T?^, 
u\o otlicrs of tlae 1 5th and M?th‘May 1780; and, lajflly, that of 
the l ith Apiil 1732. 

Which lafl, the i‘ith of Apiil, tlipugh perfc^ly decifive in the 
end, was in the I'cgjnuing of the ]>atdc lb far alike, and of the 

'' 1. ‘ fame 

* A'hnird Arbwthnot oil the Chctl peak. ^ 
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fame nature with the three firfl., diat the adverfc fleets having 
met, and the leading (hips of the enemy ha\'ing gained tlic wind, 
(as in fig. 7. plate HI.)» the two fleets ranged paft each other in 
oppofite directions, each fhip giving and receiving their mutual 
fire until *the line of battle of tlic one fleet was completely ex¬ 
tended abreail of the other, (as per fig. 8. plate III.); that is, 
when B, the van of the one, had got abreafl: of G, the rear of the 
other mutually. Of thefe feveral aClions, the three firft already 
have, in fame mcalurc, been delcrilied. With relpeCfc to the 
fonrth, the 12th of April, the attention it requires is fitch, it would 
be improper to bring it into view until the whole fuhjcdl on the 
attack from the leeward fhall be completely dileufled. In the 
mean while, by way of introduction to this defign, it w'ill be iie- 
I c ifuy to look back and recapitulate a few of the remarks fonncriy 
introdcccd, (Part I. p. it>3, beginning No. lO.) 


'/a 2 K f. c 
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REC API 1 UI A rJON OP A FEW OF TIIK REMARKS ON TUF, 
UArrJ L OFI USUANT, OF TliC l27 PH JlfEY 17.78. 

JL. I T UK fuppoll.’ two advcrfe fleets in contention to get to %%'ind- 
w.uii the one of the other; and, by dint of faUing, or by a 
chvtngc of wind, th*it the leading Ihips of the enemy F (fig* o. 
plate 111.) (hall ha\o gained the w’ind of the fleet A; it feeuib 
evident, if the van, or any part of the Icewwrd fleet A, ivas to cou- 
tiruio the line of. their firil coarfe A B, and were not all to bear 
a^v^^y, as per coiirle C (i (flg. i<), plate IV.), that, w'itfi great ad- 
.\dvantage, the enemy’s line of battle might be cut in twain (as at 
O, ilg. ij. plate £V.), and have thereby their rear II Separated 
from their van V (as per flud fig. II.) Again, by fuch an attempt, 
the courfe of all the enemy’s fKijis, aftern of this attack^ would 
thereby be fb fai* flopped, or retai'dcd, that a clofe engagement 
with the enemy’s vrhole line mull be the confcquence; or other- 
wile their rear of’ neceffity, mull be abandoned by the van F, 
(as per fig, 12. plate IV.) 

“ Perhaps it may be faid, that die rifk or danger of an attack 
of this kind might be greater tlian Uie advantage pisopoi^. To 
which it is anfwered : As foon aS pver we {hall have the ipitit 
and fteadinc'fs to make the cxperitqcnt, convl<£lion W''U1 fbiloyr, 
that the rlfk and damage to (hipping making the attempt will he 
found to be lels than in any other mode of attack virhateF^.r , 





•» 
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** Again, vipotfi taking tlie fiibjc<5l in ancAher view, fnppolc, 
for example, that two, three, or more fhips (fig. 13, plate IV.) 
are pailing each other in oppofito tacks, at the rate of five miles 
per hour; then will the velocity of the tranfit he equal to ten 
miles per h6ur ; or, which is the iainc thing, let us fuppole, for 
the lake of dembnftration, the one fleet at refl, and the . other in 
motion, at the rate of ten miles per hour; then each Ihip of the 
lqiiadron„in motion will pals thniUgh 8so feet in one minute of 
time. 


“ According to which, then, each Ihip of the Iquadron A will 
pafs each fl)ip of tl»e enemy F, with the interval bctvreen Ihips 
included, in <me minute ; tluit is, Ihcnvill make a tvanfit of 880 
feet, or 300 yai'ds (the general allowance of fpace for fltiips drawn 
up in line of battle) m oine tmuttte. 


^ Therefore, if the two fleets did pails one another on tlie 18ib 
of July 1778, .at the rate of 5 miles per hour, and if it were 
poflible that fhe loading of a llup’s guns could be repeated once 
every minute of time, ftUl each Britiflfi Ihip could be expofed to 
the fire of each Freh<^, Ihip during the fpace of one quarter of a 
minute only that is, wJiile the two fhips w'ere in^ direct oppofi- 
tion j and as there were 26 fhips of die enemy, each flbip, on 
the whole, cbuld be expofed jto a cannonade of fix minutes only. 
Ai>d if the flodt^ iWd palled eacK*other at the rate of two miles 
land i half per hour (a motion, abfolu^y neceflary to make a Ihip 
^fwer the rudder well), eacii fhip could then be expofed to a fire 
bf 13 m.iftutes,duration. ” 
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By fuch inveftigation only can it be explained, ho,w two ad- 
vede fleets, amounting to 30 Ihips of the line each, carrying 
above 36,000 men, after having been brought in oppofition of 
battle, and mutually fuftaining a furious cannonade from above 
4000 guns, bolides mufquctry ; how, I fliy, they have been brought 
to be feparated again witliout eBe^t, without the finallefl appiuent 
decillon ; that is, without the lofs of a ihip on cither fide, and 
fometimes with Icarcely the lofs of a man, though the rencounter 
has often been fa id to have been within piftoi-lhot. 


From all which it muft be concluded, that the inoft artful ma¬ 
nagement of fails, tlic clofell approximation, or the moft fi>iritcd 
cannonade, will avail nothing under tiich circumftanccs; and that 
it is in vain to lio[)e that ever any thing material can be efle^tcHl 
againll an enemy’s fleet keeping to \vindwai*d, pafTing on contrary 
tacks, a»\d dclirous to go off, uulefs his line of battle can be cut 
in or fomo fuch otlmr flop can be deviled, as has already 

heett ddciibfxl. 
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SECTION III. 

MODE OF ATTACK FROM THE LEEWARD ILLUSTRATED. 

Let us fuppofe two fleets, the one to windward, endeavour¬ 
ing to make off as at F (fig. 14, plate XV.), and the other to lee¬ 
ward, having fufficient defire to get up with him as at A. We 
liope it will be granted, that A, the fleet in purl'uit from the lee¬ 
ward, within the courfc of a few days, may be able to get up 
with, and bring the otlier, his enemy F, to fbme rencounter. Or, 
otherwife, that F, the fleet to windwai'd, may have tlie utmofl 
difficulty to make his cfcape with his whole line entire. Alfb, 
that this rencounter, as it hitherto has been, may continue to be 
inoft frequently on an oppofite tack. 

• 

Again, let us llippofe that the enemy F (fig. 14 . plate IV.), 
from the defire of getting Off, will have exerted his vrholc art of 
fcamanllup to enable him to ayoid the attack, it follows, that the 
fleet A in purfiiit, though not able to fetch the van of the enemy 
now far got to windward, as at F, ‘may ftill be able to fetch a 
part of his rear, as at G (fig. 1.5. plate V.) ; and as this may 
conceived to take place witli his headmoll Clips in tlic firrt in- 

flance. 
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(lajico, we will, for tliat realbn, begin with thefe e^camples, 'when 
this manoeuvre, of cutting an enemy’s line with the greateft pro- 
piifty, can be put in execution by the leading ihips of the Iqua- 
dron in purfuit. 


fcXAMri-X.i5 or CUTTING AN ENEMy’s UINE OF BATTLE BY 
THE HEADMOST SHIPS OP THE SQUADRON IN t»URSUlT 
FROM THE LEEWARD, 

1 . W HEN the leading fhips have fetched the rear of the 

enemy, fuppofe tlie three fternrnoll dups. 

% 

2 . Wh<?h tlie leading Ihips have fetched the centre of the 
er.eniy’s line. 

3 . When the leatUng ^Ihips fliall have fetcheti the fourth or 
iU'th Ihip, and (liall cut off the van fcoui the centre and rear of 
tlic ciieuiY’s line. 


, TTT.ISW, 


1. w'HEN Tiy: leading ships shall have fetched the 

REAR or THE ENEMY*S LINE, SUPPOSE THE THREE 
STERNMOST SHIPS. 


Let it be fuppofed, in the courfe of Ibnte fortunate trip in 
working to windward, that any number (fay three or four) of 
tlie headruoll: Oiips of A have had it in their power to fetch an 
equal number of fliips of the enemy b' (as lU O, fig,. 15. 

Aha 
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And let it be tliat the headmoft, or any one of thcTe 

fhips, by keying het" wind* iball attempt to pierce between, any 
on^ of the ftetnthoA; of the ^nemy’g ihips^ between the third 
and fourth, Ibif example, at G, (fig. 16. Plate V.) j the conle- 
ic<|henc^ will be*( tihat the fiiip making this attempt will force 
her way through the interval between thefe two Ihips, or 
otherwife, by getting or running aboard of the third ilrip* 

(as in fig. 17. Plate VA, not only flop her courfe in the 
line, but will ahb throw the fiiips ailern- of her into difordcr. 
In whichever cafe this fhall hajjjpen, here are three ftemmofi fliips 
of the enemy which will be forced to Icewai d, as at G (fig. 13. 
Plate V.), where muft be entangled with the remaining part 
of '^he {hips of A, ^hich may now be^|m{hing up, as at B, to 
prevent their elcape* 

If this manceuvre Ihall ^he put dn execution happily, and 
with fpirit, we have a right to think it will fucceed ; and that 
the enemy, F, muft inevitably lofe thefe three Ihips. For his 
van, by the fiippofitipn, having by this time got far to wind-* 
ward, as at F, tlie matter would be deterrbinpd bftfore allillance 
could be given; ‘'and, in aettempting to give thi» aitifiance, ho 
would fie reduced to the necefiity of making die attack as at F, 
(fig. 10. Plate V^), which he before had endcavohred to avoid, 
and when in pQSfeflion of his whole force; therefore he will ab¬ 
andon thefe thr^e^ Ihips ; as A, by this time, may be fiippofed to 

have enviioned thtSttr-vyitli fuificient fercc* 

/ 

A a ’ Again,. 
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Ap^aln, fuppofcT the ^nciiiy, upon petsceiviis^' ijie danger his 
rear mufl be expojfed tp, in place of hoidi^ his windj» (as in 
lig. 1*7. and 18*)* bear away along the line of (as in 

fig. yo. n.ate VI), nothing can be gained by this ; for it muA be 
done on equal terms, exchanging a lew fliot only as ho ranges 
part to windward, and mufi ftiU be under the jtecelfity of giving 
up his three Ihips at laft. . | 


arnaasii.- u gsasssam s-r ■% nri'a-tfir >i,w i it.'.g ag&g8gBaaiBWg 

< to 

WHEN TUE l.EADlTffG SHlES SIfAEE HAVE FETCHED THE 

CE^rTRE OF THE ENEMY*S LINE *OF BATTLE. 

, »■ 

WHEN the leading fiiips of the fled A (fig. 21. Plate Vl.^, 
ihall have fetched the centre of the enemy F, the (hip B, which 
lhall attempt the paflage, as in tlic former cafi?, will eidier make 
her way through tjbe interval which v’ill be given her, and the 
Ihip O, with all the Ihips aftern, will be forced to leciward, as in 
fig. 21 . ; or the (Ktp B, by running almard of O, and both fiiips 
coming to the wind (as p»cr fig, 22.), the whole fhips al^cm of 
fuch attack will bo, flopped and retarded. But, tn whichever of 
tbefe ways it fhall i^tke place, the line will l>e cut in twain (as iti 
fig. 2&.) ; the rear will be Jcpar.ued from the van; and the whole 
Ihjps of the enep^ aflcrn, will be forced to leeward (as in fig. 
23.) hleanwhilei the van A (Plate VJ. fig. 24.) ranging to wind-* 
ward, and B, thejcontre and rear of A, .by this dme come up, 
the rear of the <p prevented ahead, and find¬ 

ing it impra^Skicabl)^ to regain their F, wi|l‘ prepare to put be¬ 
fore the wind* as in* fisc. 24, * v* . 
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O, f^ate VII* fig, 25*) The rear of the enemy putting before 
the wind encoinpafled by the whole force of A, van and rear. 

A, The fliips in the van, after having forced the rear of the ene¬ 
my to leeward, are now put before the wind in puriuit. 

B, centre and rear of A having prevented the enemy’s 
rear £h»n ri^oining his van^ are now in puriuit on his larboard 
quarter, 

h'. The van of the enemy (evidently) not liaving it in their 
power to prevent the efie(fk-of any part of tlieie movements* 


WlirN THE LEADING SHIPS SIIALL IlAVl! FETCHED THE 
FOURTH OR FIFTH SHIP, AND SHALL CUT THE VAN OFF 
FROM THE CENTRE AND REAE. OF THE ENEMY’s LINE. 


Tdb headmoft fhips of the van of A (fig. 26. Plate VII.), 
having fetched near the van of tlie enemy, and having cut his 
line between tlie fourth and fifth £blp, and having ranged along 
to windward, as at li, his jObips arc now baejeing fail to give 
time for the remaining part of Jiis fleet to get up, &c. Tliat is, 
while D, the rear, having bore as per courfe C C, is preparing 
to intercept the enemy. 

) 

* By whicl^ means the van A (fig* 27. Plate VII.) having got 
to witudward, and the r<'ar B having prefled fcHrward, the remain- 
part of the. enemy’s fleet now diminilhed by four the 

A a 2 ‘ , number 
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number cut off, muft be forced to leeward, where an aiuion luffi- 
ciently clofe muft enfue. 

Fig. 27. A, The van in purfuit and endeavouring to get upon 
the ftarboard quarter of the enemy. 

B, The rear divifion flicking clofb upon his larboard quxurter. 
O, The enemy inferior by four fliips. 

F, The enemy’s four ftiips now cut off , 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE THREE FOREGOING CASES OP THE 
ATTACK WHEN MADE BY THE HEADMOST SHIPS OF A 
SQUADRON. 

'f thefe three cafes, as it is eafier to fetch the rear than any 
other part of the line of a fleet going off, fo the attack will be the 
more affured of fuccefs. 

« 

The fecond, the attack on the centre, or anywhere near the 
centre, as the obje<ft is greater and the fuccefs equally probable, 
fo ought it always to be attemptedo if poffible, to be fetched by 
the van of the fleet in purfuit. 

The third, under which is comprehended the attack upon the 
van, or anywhere a head of the centre, as it muft.l>e more upon 
an equality with the enemy than any of the former two, lb the 
fuccefs muft therefore be more doubtfulj and parlicujuriy wdtere 
an enemy fliall be deftrous of fighting. 
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Fig. 28. Ag^n, let us fiippofe the leading fhip of the fqua- 
dron A, after a long Uruggle, to have gained the weather gage ot’ 
the enemy, and arc now ranging paft him to windward, giving 
and receiving a heavy fire, (as per fig, 28. Plate Vll.) 

A 

I 

This Tuppofed advantage, which, notwithflanding it has upon 
every oecafion been the objedt of our moft eameft efforts to obtain, 
mxfrt evfdently be of as little importance as the ranging to leeward 
after having failed of gaining tlie wind (as per fig. 29. Plate VII,h 
a movement wliich we have teng been well ucquaintod with. 


CUTTING THE enemy’s i.ine wtth the f^fth or sixth 

SHIP, OR ANY ONE NEXT ASTERN OF THESE, IN THE VAN 
OF THE LINE, BUT LET IT BE THE FIFTH SHIP, FOR EX¬ 
AMPLE ; WHICH ALSO, LIKE THE FORMER, MAY BE DIVID¬ 
ED INTO THREE SEVERAL CASES. 

K XuF. attack on the rear of the enemy’s line with the fiftli 
Ihip fi*om the van. 

V 

2. Of cutting tlic enemy’s line, at the centre, with the fifth 
<hip. 

. 3 *, The attack on the van of the enemy’s line, with the fifili 
fiiip. ^ 
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THE ATTACK ON THE REAR OF THF. ENEMY’3 LINE, WITH 
THE FIFTH amp FROM THE VAN. 

Fig. :51. Plate VIII. In which, let it be Tuppofed that'it fliall 
be the lot of A, the fifth lliip from the van, to make the attack, 
and cut the line of the enemy; and let tliis bo between the fourth 
and fifth fi\ip of his rear at Ci ; while, in the mean time,* the 
ibur headmofi: flup^ 15, after having ilretched under the lee of 
the four Ihips are preparing to put about and ftand after them, 
on the fame tack. 

Pig. 32. Plate VIII. The confequence of which vrill lx?, that 
thelc four fliips C, having already received the fire of eight 
ihips, A and B, will at lart he flopped, and forced to leeward, by 
the weight of t!»o centre and real* now coming up, as at D ; 
while !•', the van, not forefeeing, or perhaps not having it in his 
power to prevencAhis misfortune in his lear, may be much more 
dei'iraiis of making off to windward, than of ranging along tho 
line of A, as at hi, 

A, The fifth* Ihip, widi thofe afleni of him, which had cut 

* 

die line and had gone to windward, now put abolit in purfuit of 
the four fliips G. 

B, Hie four head moil flops of A, which ranged to leeward, - 

n(;w put about .dio in puifuit. * 

% • 

n 

I tg. 03. Dale VIII, flicws the ifleviti^blc ruin of thefe four 
fliipb G, driving along before the wind, and ,enc6mpallcd with 

eight 
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eight fhips, A and the centre and rear following after, as at D. 
F, The van of the enemy going ofE 


bl' THE CIXI'TING THE ENEMy’s LiNE AT 1 HE CENTRE V/\i IJ 

THE ElETII SHIP. 

Fig. 34. Let it be fuppoled that the fifth fhip A has beeit 
appointed to cut the enemy’s line at the centre, and that the four 
leading ihips B, arc in courie ranged along under G, the encni)'’^ 
rear! , 

Fig. 35. Plate IX. The confequence will be, that all the Ihips 
of the enemy O H, which were aftern of this attack*, will not only 
be forced to leeward by A and the iliipa aftern who followed him 
to windward, but will be ftopped in their tyay ahead, and mull 
be prefled farther to leeward by the remaining ^art of tlie fleet 
coming up at O. By which time 'it may be Ilippoleil that tlie 
Ihips aftern in their rear, feeing die ftop ahead, will be preparing 
to put before tlie w*ind, as at H, when a complete rout of tlie 

whole of tins divilion of tlie enemy muft follow. 

/ 

B, The four headmoft Chips, hawg ranged paft tlie eiicnty, are 
putting about to cut off their efcape towards K. 

F, The enemy’s van going oflf. 


THE ATTACK ON THE VxlN* OF THE ENEMY’S I.INE WITH 

THE FIFTH SHIP. 

In this attack, as well as that df the former cafe, the dan¬ 
ger to which the four headmoft Ihips may be expofed is fo gieat, 

^ * that 
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that It 18 not probable that cither the one or tlie other will often 
he attempted. 


rHE ATTACK WITH THE CENTRE. 

FIG. 3G. PLATE IX. 

Lf r us fuppofe that the leading fhlps of the fleet A, having 
fetched fbmewhcrc in the van of the enemy, and that they have 
langed along the whole of their line, and under tlieir lee; and 
tli.it B, the headmofl of tlieie iliips, has advanced nearly abreaft, 
»ir ill immediate oppofition to the fternmoft of the enemy’s Ihips 
; and, at tlie time that Ibme of the heavieft fhips I> in the 
centre, having kept their wind, fhall have cut the line fbmewhere 
near the enemy’s centre, at F, in like manner as deicribed in the 
former cafes. 

Fig, 37. plate IX. The enemy’s fleet having been cut in 
fw«tin in this manner, their van from their rear G, the fepara-^ 
111 -11 will be fuch, it will be next to impoffibl^ that theie two di- 
vifions can ever be re-united together again. But the van F and 
the rear O making two diftin^^^t obje^ls, the purfuit, with 
prcjpriety, ought to be confined to either the one or the other, 
as the attempt to carry both evidently mufl: be inconfiftent. 
And whereas, in the couffc of tlie preceding demonfltrattons, 
the whole force of the^fleet making the attack, has, of ncceflity, 

been 
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been more particularly directed, againfl the rear diviiion, in pre¬ 
ference to that of the van of the enemy ; and as the fame caiill* 
for this preference evidently fubfifts in this cafe, as well as in any 
^ of the former, we will proceed, in the firll place, with the de- 
inonftration*of the attack upon the rear G. 

(Fig. 37. Plate IX.) The headmoft ihips of the rear divifion 
of the enemy having been forced to the leeward by A, the Ihip 
which cut the line will ftill be continued to be prefled farther and 
farther down the wind, by the additional weight of the ihips a- 
ilern coming up in fuccefiion aS at B. 


C, Some fliips aftern of the fliips B, preparing to b<OT' away 
anvl ftand after the enemy’s rear divifion *G. 

D, The headmoft flnps of the van having already ranged pall 
the enemy, and being allured of the iniprobability of any part of 
his rear divifion being ever gble to get to windward, are prepar¬ 
ing to put about, to be in rcadinefs to follow which way I'ocver 
it fliall direChits^ courie. 

' F, The van divifion of the enemy tlius leparated from his 
ircav, aiidVeeing the dairger it inuft be expofed to, and that it 
kvill never be able to get to windward, arc putting before the wind, 
p well to effect a retreat as to take all chances of efl'ecUng a junc¬ 
tion with the Ihi^is of the rear, which may aftcrwanls !)c lb hap¬ 
py as to make an efeape. 


I' Hg. 38. plate IX. (hows the attack with the centre a liiilc far- 
Vhef advanced. ^ 


B b 


A. 
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A, The iliip which cut the line, and part of thofe fhips which 
follow ed up after him. Hill ranging paft to windward, and pre- 
parliij^ to put about; iu the mean while are keeping up a heavy 
rakiiv:; iue upon the enemy going ofF. 

C>, 'riic rear diviQoii of the enemy, having the grcatell part of 
tlicm difengaged themlelvcs of the van of their advcrlarics, are 
ciidcvivouring to make off, by putting through the gap, 

B, '^fhefe Ihlps having flopped the headinoft fhip't of the rear 
divifion of tiie enemy, and having forced them to put heforcT the 
wind, are prep»jring to follow him. 

C, The rear of A, h.jving now pufhed forward, w^ill be in fuf- 

ficlcnt time to gel riofo upon the larboard quarter of the enemy, 
and by i\im whereloever he fliall go. 

F, I'Jie van of the enemy. 

# 

Plate JO. fig, (19. C, The rear divifion of the enemy com¬ 
pletely cncompafled by the whole fleet, vi^. 

A, With the fliips which cut the line and went to windward, 
now’ caiTying over^’ fail in purfuit. 

B, The Blips i)i the rear having had fuflicient time to come 
up, and arc now bearing upon the larboard fide of O tfie enemy. 

D, 'Fhe fhips of the van keeping clofc upon his (larboard 

fide, • 

F, 'file van of the enemy putting before tlie ^wfind, and anxi- 
oufly attending the iffue of this unequal contell. 

Notwithftanding it mufl already have l>een felf-cviuent, why 
ihe profeention of the attack on the rcai* of the cnenly’s line, and 

no 
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Alouiid all of a futlden to the wcA at W, that there not 
time to arrange the ihipa accordingly. Again, let us fuppole this 
to have taken place neiir day-break, that there was a fog fo tb.irk 
^ that the fltiiation of the £hips could not be difeerned, and that, 
i^nfuQ>icious of the neighbourhood of an enemy, which I'ould 
be able to contend with ihein, they were carelcls, but that tliey 
were tiring gtins as tignals for rcftoritig their intended order, 

Agaii>, let us fuppofc an opponent fleet A, in the couifc of a 
cruife, and upon t]\e look-out, that he lb all have heard the above 
iignaib, and, upon the clearing up of the fog, that lie foall dil- 
cover this enemy in the circuinftances as doferibed, but extended 
to fneh a length from windward to leeward, as to fatisfy him, 
that, although their numbers were great,’ yet it might be poflible 
to attack tliem with much advantage. It migl^l be reafoned 
thus : The right wing F, of this enemy, is at io great a diik 
tance, and fo far to leeward bf the left wing G, that ihonld an 
attack be made upon this left wing, fo far to windward, and tins 
fhoxild be done with celerity, and before ally material change 
could be effoiSted in die difpolition of their force, it will bo next 
to impoflible for this left wing G to receive the finalleft aflifiance 
from F”, foe foips fo tar to leeward. 

• • 

Plate XI. figj 43. Accordingly, let us imagine that this op¬ 
ponent A, with his fleet, although inferittr in number, as two to 
one, Jfhall pulli on, with every lail fet, and at right angles, that 
he foall cut afunder this enemy’s line abreaft at B, but in Inch 
projiordon that he foall be foperioj in force to the Ibips G to 
windward, fo cut off and feptirated. 

’late 
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Plate XL fig. 44* Again, fuppofe this fleet of A to have pafP- 
cd on ahead towards the fouth at C, and that' tlie whole of the 
force, .and in particular the rear, fliall have tacked and come 
up .igain with G, is it not eafy to conceive, that this unfortunate^ 
divHion being in this manner cut off and prevented from flying 
to leeward, muft fiibmit to fuperior force, while, in the mean time, 
their friends, fo far to leeward at F, after attempting every thing 
they can, will not have it in their power tb give them^thc finalleft 
alliftance ? In this fingular cafe, it muft be obferved, that the lc\ oral 
fliips of the fleet A, in making this attack, muft be on equal 
terms with thofe of the enemy, ‘ (hip for fhip, with their head*' 
in oppofiiioa to each other. 


END OPPAPT n. 
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not on the van, haa conftantly been conUdered, in the piecc*ding 
demonftrationa, as thfe objeiSr of greater attention, it is ftill hoped 
tliat the following reafons will not prove unacceptable. 

Bccaufe a part of the force, by the llippc^tion, having been 
detached, and already far advanced in the attack of the enemy’s* 
line it w^otild be a manifefl impropriety not to follow die blow, 
aiid foil more unpardonable not to give the neceflary fupport to 
the few advanced diips, (BB, fig. 31. and 34.), which otheiAvile 
nifght be left at the mercy of* the enemy's rear. 

Tlio purfliit of the rear is alfo more immcdiafely*pra£l:icable: 
for while the ihips in the van D, which have ranged paft the 
enemy’s line (fig, 38.), are putting about to entangle his flern- 
mofl Blips cut the centre fhips of A, together widi his rear 
B, liaving wow got dlmr)fV in contact with the fhips in the rear of F, 

r. y • 

are preparing to fun'ound them. 

Whereas, in die purfuit of the van, the headmofl flfip» of the 
enemy having at the time in qucfU<u\ got above three miles dif- 
tance even from the fleniniofl and ncareft fhips of A (fig. 4 0,), 
and above nine miles diflant from bis headmqft fhips; to put 
about fhip, and get pp with the van of die enemy at F, that is, 

to recover the time loft, would be a work of great difficulty. 

• 

B*b Q DEMON- 


fW#* die four fliijis at B (fig. 31.)-, the four itiips at IJ (%. 14. ; 
more j^rlicuUrly the fliips* in die van at B (fig. 35.) 
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DEMONSTRATION. 

t ^ 

l^lato X. fig- ‘to. I-ct A be the van divxfion, confifUng of 1 8 fhips, 
which have ranged paft to the northward ; and let B, which cut 
the enemy’s line, be the Ihip at the head • of die rear divifion, 
confining of eighteen fliips Ukewife. Then, as 300 yards is the 
fpacc ufually allotted for each fhip, 6 fhips will require a fpace 
of one mile*; and 30 Ihips, the number of die fleet A and* B, 
will require a Ipace of iix miles- But die van of the enemy F, 
ibppoled to»conrlill of 18 Ihips allb, will like wife require a fjiace of 
three miles. And as it is evident, that a fpace of fix miles tnuft be 
required for extending the whole line of the fleet A ; that is; from 
C to I), and a fpace of three miles mufl be required for extending 
the \'an of the enemy F ; then die whole diflance .between the 
headmoft fliip of the fleet A, and the* headinofl oft die fleet of 
ifie enemy,' that is, the diflance between the points C and FI, 
nuifl be a fpace of nine miles* 

G, the rear of the enemy on the point of being furromided. 


big, 40. By the profecutioii of the attack upon the rear divilion, 
you will have your whole force, van and rear, undivided, fay 3 C 
ihips combined againfl 1 S ihips, the number cut off from the van 
divifion of the enemy. Whereas, in the cafe of purfuing the 
van, it mull be evident, diat your force being divided, the rear 
of your line only, after putting about fliip, can with advantage 
be employed in the chafe of* this, van of'the enemy, now got to 


the tlifiance of thrde or four miles ; and if overtaken. 


to be 
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fought with upon a perfect equality ; while at the fame time the 
fhips in your van are either rendered ufclels, by having ftrctchcd 
too far ahead, or, at the heft, will he obliged to follow the rear 
of the enemy, now got many miles to leeward, and equal in 
number, Ihip for Ihip, if ever they can be overtaken. 

Fig. 41. Is fuYTpofed to fhow the van A, in the of wear¬ 
ing to Daxid after the rear of the enemy G ; while B, the rear of 
A, is fuppofed to get upon the larboard tack to ftand after the 
van F, and prevent his jun^lion witli his rear O. 

LTpon the whole of tliis inveftigation. Part I. add Part II. with 
rcfpe€t to the nature of both attacks, it may be concluded, that 
the attack from the leeward quarter can be executed with the 
greateft number of advantages, of which It is not'one of the leaft, 
that when a fhip of tlie leeward fleet comes to be crippled, fhe 
will ftill continue to remain under the protection of her firiends. 
Whereas, on the contrary, fliould a fhip of the fleet to windward 
come to be crippled, Ihe will ftill immediately into the power of 
her enemies, (as per fig. 2. plate i.) 


SEC 
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SECTION IV. 

THE PI KPFKDTCULAR ATTACK, OR THE ATTACK AT RIOHT 

angi.es. 

T*H E following caib, not very probable indeed, but as it fomo 
time or other may happen, and as it has fbme affinity to the ’^al- 
tack from the IcHfward, is introduced in this place. 

Plate XI. fig. 42. Lofc us fuppofo the wind at weft at W, and 
the numerous flciet E O in an irregular and dtlbrdorly line abreail, 
extended to a great length from windward to leeward, that is^ 
from the weftern to the eaftem quarter^ ind let them be proceed¬ 
ing on their way to the northward from F towards A* At A, 
let an opponent fleet be dilcovered ahead at fbme miles diftance, 
and fuppole this fleet A fhall be greatly inferior in number, yet 
ft ill ilie fleet F G mull be confidered as in a very dangerous fi- 
tuatiou. 

Plow the fleet F G has got into fuch a fituatioii, is not fb cafy 
a matter to be explained, unlefs wc fhali be allowed to imagine, 
that its being found extended in a*line abreaft from windward to 
* leeward, might be accounted tor iii this manner ; that havings foi-r- 
fbme time before, been working to windward, with the wind either 
At fouili at S, or at north afN p and afterwards tlie wind, coming 
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PART III. 


AN 


HISTORICAL SKETCH 


O F 

NAFAL TACTICS. 


S INCE the ftudy of Naval Tactics is of’the grcatcft im¬ 
portance to tins Empire, and fmcc the abilities and Ikill of 
lh*itifh feamen, in the. condudk and management of fingle fliips, 
are fo manifeil, tliat nothing higher lias exifted in any one pro- 
feflion or department of life; it is therefore the'more worthy of 
inquiry from what caufc or aegiJeat it ihould have procecd'^'d, 

C c that 
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that fo lirtlc pvogrefs has been Jiiacle, in the moft important part 
of the ; i incati, the mode of arranging and conduiSling 

of lhi]is, wJicn aifeinblcd in great fleets, tor the purpofe of ad¬ 
vancing to battle. 

j 

It is not, however, intended that the Naval Tallies of the an¬ 
cients flionld be underflood to be affctfled bv what has been faid ; 
on the contrary, from hifloiy, we arc made to believe that the 
condm5t of their ton inlanders, in moft of their military opera¬ 
tions at lea, was foundctl on principles equally applicable, *;ntl 

i 

ccpiL-lly underflood, widi thole which governed tlieir military opc- 
'.t>ions by land. Of this, tlie battles of Salamis, of Allium, &:c. 
arc e?::iunpies. 


'Fluit Naval .Hiflory, in modern times, has not been fo perfccl: 
jii its iniormation, may be admitted, if it is true, that, of all the 
nmncious cr;gagei\ients at fea, with the •Spaniards, with the Dutch, 
:::il Vvilh the Fieiich, fpirited and fuccefsful as they fomelimes 
V cjo, not one fatlsfa^lory pLui or delcription has bcc\i obtained, 
V. Iiich even the arrangement or movement of the j^lifTereni. 
Icet.i couUl be dil'covcrcd, more early than that of Admiral IMa'I’- 
i :;..\vs, in IT-lt-i nor one, from which an idea of any lyflem, 
cf cltlier attack hr deicr:ce, can f?e formed, more early than tliat 
'>f Admiral By NO in 17 >r*. 


i a dhllncUoii 1<> ren arkable as this,, an idea has l>een fug- 
of havirig Navr.I Hiflory divideil iiiM BeriodR, in winch, 
by comprehending ajid dlflinguliinng the ivirticular changes of 

^ ilv: 
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the wcaponsi^^ lit the or in the modes of pmcffice, i’oiae 

caiifc, foine eflential error in principle,, ionic dcfecl in condu'.'T, 
will he difeovered, from whence (l^ould have originated this lin¬ 
gular difference of information, btiween the Naval Ta6:icr* of 
ancient and modern limes ; for it never can l>e imputed to thfc 
hiftorian alone, 

*The.Hiffory of Naval Tallies may therefore he divided int« 

the following Periods : 

% 

The First Period will comprehend the time in which the 
prop^rcffive motion of fhips and fleets, advancing* to battle, hud 
continued tc) be dependent upon, and confined to, tlie propiilfivc 
power of the oar, and while the decilion of the coritell w,is eii- 
trullcd to the fword, as in the fea battles of antiquity, Salamis, 
Aolium, &c. as before mentioned ; with which alfo may be in¬ 
cluded the battle of Lepaiito in 1571. 

Tlie Second Period includes the time that fails became the 
ncceflary, and almoft the only means of die progrcflioii of fhips, 
now of greater dimcnfions, more unwdcldy, and no longer ma¬ 
nageable by the exertion of the men within by pars. This Pe¬ 
riod begins wqh the Spanifli Armada, comprehends the engage¬ 
ments between the Englilh and the Dutcli, together wi.th the 

• 

battles of Bantry Bay, Beachyhead, I.a Hogue in the fcvcntccnth 
century, and of Malaga in 1719, of none of which have we been 
able to procure any particular plan or delcription, down to tlie 
year I740. 


C C 2 
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TJie Third Pi:ric>d, then, with propriety, will begin with 
ihofc engagenienls of whicli we have been able to give a parti¬ 
cular plan and defeription ; that of Admiral Mati'HEWS in , 
1744 , including Admiral Byng’s engagement in *1750, Sir 
CtEorge Pocock’s in 1758 , together with thofe of the Ame¬ 
rican War, from the year 1778 to 1782. 

t 

The year 1782, fb much diftinguillied by extraordinary ex¬ 
ertions of naval ability, at the fame lime that it will form the 
commencement of a Fourth Pe*riod in the Hiftory of Naval 
ladlics, -will allb give occafion to add a Fourth Part to thi^- 
Work. 


PERIOD 
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PERIOD I. 


i\s long as the progreflive motioirof ihips and fleets, advancing 
to battle, was dependent upon, perhaps conllned to, the propell¬ 
ing power of the oar, and the dccilion of the contell was entrull- 
ed to the (word, fo long the principles (£ arrangement and diljio- 
fition of force, whether at lea, or at land, fetling alide the more 
immediate influence of llorms of wind, could not but be nearly 
alike. Ecir, when it is conlidercd that the men engaged in both 
cafes, at fea and on land, were often the lame,* ailualed equally 
by courage or revenge, by fear or defpair; that the means of ad¬ 
vancing and retreating, *and advancing again, were, equally in 
their power, and the weapons, oflciifjve and defenliv^e, nearly the 
fame ; (hips of war, with their cumplomcnts of men on Ixnu'd, uti- 
der fucfi circumftances, not unaptly migjit be fiid to bear a ue ..r 
refembl-Aticc to cohorts, or l>aLtalions of infantry, or even to Iquii- 
drons of cavalry, in the fliock of battle. 


♦ • 

Again, when we confidor that fliips, in iJioio ancient days, 
w^ere of finall fiz-e, of little'draught of water, and unembd^'^ 
rafied by the ebbing and flcjwjne; of tides, as in the Metlilerr -- 
nean ; that, by kcepin.g dole by the (liore at all hmes, they coniJ 
be concealed or covered behind hoauLnuls or iilamls ; fleets < 1 ' 
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this dcfcription, compofed of numbers of Ihips, in like manner 
might be coni itiered as refembling mimefous corps of troops af- 
fcttibled and a^ing as armies at land, not only becaiifc they 
coultl Ibrm ambulcades or llratagemsS, but allb could, .on (imilav 
pnncij'-Ies, attack, fcciire, or defend a flrength, or ftrait, choofing 
and occupying their ground at pleafure, as at Salamis, or Ac- 
tlnin, and as-in many other inftances exhibited between the Ro¬ 
mans and Cyrthaginians, which it is needlefs to mention^ And, 
to extend the lK>unds of this periot!, the battle of Lepauto, in 
J J71, may be included ; which diCers only in this ref[>eci:, that 
gunpowder v:j\s then known and tifed, but fiiuilar to, and even 
llricUy connecLcd with, ancient pradlice ; in fo far, that the con- 
tefi, notwithftanding this knowledge of gunpowder, was decided 
i)y the I'word alone, Tlic vcflcls engaged, if not precilely of die 
fame conftru<ilioh, were ttill about the fame lize, and were, in like 
manner, propelled in their motions wkh oars, by the manual ex¬ 
ertion of the men on board. 

* 

Tliat a fleet of this delcription, in thefe circumftanccs, when 
to windward, had advantages over the fleet to leeward, ^11 not 
be denied. When advancing to m;ikc an attack, the effe^ of 
their impetus or fhock mufl: haye been the greater from their 
having the wind in their flivour ; and, when dpiirous of de¬ 
clining an engagement, it was more in their power to retire, 
and m<>re diificult for the leeward fleet to get up with them* 
lint, in advancing to battle, both fleets were upon an equal 
ibctMig, propelled by their oars, each galley having her ptow 
oppofed to that of her adv^^ry/ Whatever, therefore, were the 

weapons 
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weappna in ufe, catapultas, baliftas, or cannon (hot, as at Lepan- 
to, placed, as they were, as a battery, in the fore part of tlie veffel, 
whether in making or fuftaining an attack, neither fleet, in this 
lefpedl, had any particular advantage over the other, whichever 
laf them was, to windward or leeward. 


F £ R i o L 
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PERIOD 11. 


Tin concurrence of many things uniting, would feem to maik 
out the bounds by which a ftcond period ill naval hiftoiy may be 
diftinguilhcd. 1 Jie extcnlion of commerce and naval powcf to 
Amcjioa and to die E«i{l Indies, it protracted the length of 

A oyagcb, incroaled alfo the hazard Of the fca. The ufe of great 
«’^iin'!» being introduced, while at the lame tiuie they were incre.if* 
ing in weight and dimcnfions, were alfo mult-plied in number, 
{oiiittimes to the amount* of an hundred on board. Ships, for 
thclc rcafons, requiring to be of ftronge^ conliruction, large and 
unwieldy, and no longer manageable by the manual e?tertion of 
the oai-, were obliged to ha\e recoui-ic to the lail, as dei>cndcnt 
on the wind alone, for carrying the lecjiiifite manoeuvres into ex¬ 
ecution. 




or SAILS, CONSIDERING TliLJR RFFECT ON THE MOTION 
OF A SHIP, COMPARED WifH OARS, 

* ♦ 

But fails, however neceflary for the managing of the mo¬ 
tions of IhipS' of larger tonftnj^iion, compared with oars, were 
inadequate to the various ^qp^h-aiions and movements requIruM In 
the ancient practice and nEK)de of battle, lu a Calm, they were of 


no 
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uo ufe; and with the wind, could command, in the dircdlion of 
the motion of the Ihip, little more than one half of the plane of 
the horizon, and this only to leeward. 


or CANNON SHOT, CONSIDERINQ ITS EFFECT AS COMING 
FROM THE PROW OF A GAl-EEY, OR FROM A Sllip’s 
BRpADSlDE. 

«>■ 

. When guns were planted as a battery in the forocaflle, as they 
genenUly at firft were in a galley, the application of their force, 
though inferior, at leaft with refpe£t to number, .was (fill in the 
lame dirctfion with the line of their courle, and which coiirfe 
was perfe<flly under the command of the people within. But 
when planted on the fidca of a (hip, their force»and elie^I', from 
the greater number, though irrefiftible compared with a galley, 
yet being at right anglc-s with the line of her courfe, and this 
courfc depending upon a foreign agent, the windj and not under 
an ccpial \:bmmaiid of the people within, the cfFe<iit and confe-* 
quences of courfe became fo completely changed and different, 
that every former idea of naval ta<n:ics was immediately over¬ 
turned. 

In the metfti time, even during this extraordinary tranfuion 
of circumftances, the naval exploits and enter]»rifci; were, many 
of them, fpirited, and though not all of tlieni dccifive, were 
cohftantly marked with llrong cffe<fl‘. But when* the Ihip iUeJl’ 
the means of moving that foi]'*, aiyl weapons, were under¬ 
going tranfitions fo very extraordinary, it is ^lot eafy to conceivt 

D d * hat 
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t}iat contUnil atlaptod to fuch novelties could not at once be efta- 
bliiliod. 

In rlio Introdudlionmany of thefe exploits have already been 
enumerated ; but how far the mode of condu£ling them was or 
was not the refult of any particular fyftem, remains yet a matter 
of iin’iiiry. 


OF THE SPANISH ARMADA. 

C 

I'lfiLiP the Second, polieffcd of Spain, Portugal, and the riches 
of .\mcrica, in .planning the armament ot the Spanlfht Armada, 
confuient, and trulling in^ his great fuperiority, thought only of 
gratifying his rcicnlnicut againft Etizabetii and her fubjei^s. 
His Ihips being conftrucled with lofty buildings at heatl and hern, 
which, like callles, might overtop and command the decks of the 
fmallcr Ihips of the Englilh, neither ^imfelf nor his admirals 
were a%vare hovr unfit fuch unwieldy, ill-coiiQnutted, and, 

if poflible, worie manned vefTels, were for navigating feas 

that were narrow, and in a northern clinj.itc, and, here, 

at the fame time, there w’as iK)t tnie friendly port to lee¬ 

ward fufficient to receive or alFord them IbcUor in cale of acci¬ 
dents. But this*cumbrous fleer, (irreflftlblc in bis irnaginatioa), 
on approaching the Channel, while the fliips of till* F.ngUlb were 
every where to fkulk or fly before* it, was to proccctl to the eah- 
ward to take on board the Prince of Parma with bis troops, 
colledied in tiic'l-ow Countries, and, without interruption cr dif- 

.. / . flcuhy 


See the General lntrodu£lion prclixed to Part 1. 
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ilculty of any kind whatever, was to enter the Thames, and at 
one blow to overwhelm Ki.iz-abeth. 

On thii part ot the Knglifli, where can a more illuftrious ex¬ 
ample ot naval ikill and forehght be met with, than in the con- 
du61: difplayed in accompliihing the defeat and ruin of tiiis Spa- 
nilh Armada, in whicli the prudence of fuhaining a defence, by 
fuflering that iinmenfc armament to wafle its force in an idle 
contention with the winds an13 waves, was no lefs confpicuoiis 
tlian the intre}iidity and perfevcrancc with which the repeated 
attacks were made ? * 


OF THE BRITISH CHAWNKL. " 

That an eilimatc may b^ made of the probable fuccefs, or oi 
the coiifequent hazard and rifk, to which a numerous armament 
of great ih^ps, engaged in an lioflilc enterprile of this kind, may 

bo expoled, the Britilh Channel fliould be carefully conlldered : 

♦ 

In the firft place, as a barrier or boundary, defending and di- 
\iding us from all the red of the*world: 

In the next place, as a lea, narrow, wdndiiig, and contra^led 
by head-lands, in which the navigation, witli all the Ikill and 
attention that can be given, is both dillicult andL- dangerous to 
mariners, even tlic moll familiar wi>h it. 

D d 2 ’ * A,s 


See liitrodu£lioti, p. 8> I. 
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As n. barrier or boundary, it forms one continued canal, con- 
i\eclin^ the German and Northern Oceans with the Atlantic^ 
aiul extc/ids in length to above lOOO miles. The banks of this 
canal, on the Britifh fhorc to tlie fo\ith, wlicrc wailied by the 
Ghannol, and oppolite to France, far from being open and eafy^ 
of licicent to every invalion, as we have been made to believe, 
like iliis of the Spanilh Armada, or any other of them, with 
which, as bugbears, w'e have been fo often and long threatened, 
ilie coall is bold and dangerous ; and if it ihould be acccftiblc in 
any one paiticular and more intercfting IJ^ot, as at Portfmouth, 
the country behind and within is fo ftrong, that from the fouth, 
or acrofs the Cliaimel, every attempt to approach the capital, or 
to overrun the kingdom j with common attention given, mu ft 
always be defeated. 

Confideiing the Channel as a lea, Iprrow, winding, contracted 
and broken by head-lands, it is afieCted by rapid tides, forming 
innumerable dangerous fheivcs and banks. By the climate, and 
by its form, it is fubjeCted to tempeftuous and fudden changes 
of wind, fo that the boldeft and moft experienced mai'intrs, from 
arriving in foundings in approaching the mouth of the Channel, 
even wdth a leading wind, and keeping in the fair way, till they 
get into port, foldorn are at eafe. Tliis is me^nt in the cafe 
of a Tingle fhip. But let any one, ever fo converlant in this na¬ 
vigation, with every advantage of ports in his favour, fiy what 
his feelings lia,ve been, when on board of a Britifti fleet cruifing 
in the Channel, and then we may judge with relpefl to a nu- 
mcroub fleet of large ^ups, ’ ftrangers, with dark niglits and 
' blowing 
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Ijlowing weather, what tlie apprcheiifions and fcolings may 
as well of the officers on boaril, as of the llatcijnan o.i lliore, 
who wantonly commits and puts to hazard fo great ,a part of the 
maiine of his nation in one enterprife, and in fuch perils. 

i 

By art caftcrly wind (as often is the cafe with oiir own fliips) 
an hoftilc fleet may be long detained from entering the mouth 
of^the C'hannel; and by a wind at weft, when once embayed, 
fnppofe within the head-lands of Portland on the one fliorc, and 
La* Hogue on the other, it will not be eafy for them to return. ^ 
If the wind from the weft continues, and begins to blow with 
violence, which it often and fuddenly does, this fleet muft put 

before it (for there is not one port on the oppofite fhore fufli- 

# 

cieiit to receive and afford flielter for large ffiips for above 1500 
miles from Breft, round to the entrance of the Baltic) ; and, pal¬ 
ling the ftraits between Dover and Calais, over fands and through 
Ihelves, they muft get, .without remedy, into great diforder. 
But all the while this fleet, by the fuppolition, has hitherto met 
with no interruption or annoyance of any kind from Britain, 
the greater part of her force being occupied at a diftance. 
What then ought to be the confcque’nccs, if followed by num- 
berlcfs Ihips, of every fize and denomination, which, in fuch a 
cafe, and for this occallon onlyf may be litted out, and coUe<fted 
from the diffefent ports, which, inceflantly hanging on the rear, 

arc 


• * No fleet of French men of war has been within thefe head-lands fince die 

battle of Cape La Hogue, May 19. . 
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are enabled to take advantage of every accident, many of them 
at all times, from the fituation of the ports from wJience they 
f:M\ he fitted out, being ncceflarily to windward, which way 
loevc'* t!ie wind lhail blow ? After confidering ihefc circum- 
itances, is it to be imagined, that a fleet of Ihip.^ from thev 
ibuthward, hoflile to Brit;un, ib large and fb niimcrons, will 
ever, without great lols, be able to efFcdl: a return through the 
Channel ? Will it not be expedted, that tliey mud be forced into 
the North Seas, where, if late in the feafon, in the high* latitude 
of (io degrees, they will have to encounter 'all tlie horror.^ of 
\vinicr, long nights, and continual dorms, not Ids formidable 
than ;uiy thin^; experienced by Lord Anson when doubling 
Cape Horn, as lately felt by the armament commanded by Monf. 
Tuurot? 

9 

Of fuch a nature was the route planned for die Spa nidi Arma¬ 
da by PHIX. 1 P the ScRrond, and by folfowdng which route was thitt 
mighty enterprife defeated. 


OF THE BATTLES WITH THE DUTCH, 

The engagements with the Dutch, dill later, by almod one 
hundred years, dian the Spanidi Armada, glorious-as they were to 
both nations, as exhibitions of .courage and perfeverahee, give 
little inforiiiation with regard to .a progrefs or improvement in 
Naval Tallies.. The only idea wdneh 1 have been able to form 
of them, is that of numerdtis* fquadrbns aflemblcd, to l^ie a- 
mouut of 2,50 or stoo fhips, jambed together in narrow leas, 

(the 
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(the Channel), where they have been confined by th.e Ihorc.-^ ou 
each fide, and deprived, in a great nicafurc, of every chance 
of manoeuvring.-Here, in one place, fliips in clullcrs en¬ 

tangled with one another, and, independent id' all order, getting 
foul, each *of their aiilagoniils ; there, again, in another part of 
the Icene, one hup, fingle and alone, uniupported, and befet 
\vith many enemies, lett to make the moll gallant rellllance Ihe 
could. Of courle, on' both Ikies, much bloodHied and lofs of 
ihlpping* muft have been I'lillaiucd. But, in thefe engagements, 
they diflered in this from the cale of the Spanilh Annada, that 
each of the partitas had their ports under their lee, to which they 
could retire, and from -whciiee iliey could Tally forth at plealiirc, 
fo foi>n as j*clkrcd. 


Ol SlC.NAl.S, THE INVENTION QV WHICH, ABOUT THIS 
TIxVIE, IS ASCRIBED TO THE DUKE Oi- YORK. 

The invrnrion of figrials is generally afcribcd to the Duke of 
York about this time. This, Iiowcver, is abfohitely incredible- 
He inighV, indeed, have improved thcih, but the invention muft 
have been of older d.ue. How could any military operation at 
lea or on land be conduCilcd without lignals? It Ciuin'>t be believ¬ 
ed that, in reduoing the fubjcHft of fignals^ to any kind of JyJicm^ 
he had made much progvel's; if it is nccejfary that Admirals, to 
this day, when entoring upon the coiiunand of an expedition, 
have to compofe a particular fyftem for themfelve^ j an attempt 
which muft be uttciKiod with much- inconvenience ; for it is not 

• 9 * 

conceivable of any new code of'lignals, however iimpUlied it 

‘may 
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jrnay be, that it can be made familiar to every officer in a numer- 
\>ii.s Hoet ill the courfe of a few days, or even wcekvS; and there¬ 
fore is the more abfiird if an enemy is to be encountered with 
Immediately, which has Ibinctiincs been the cafe after a few 
hours departure from port. 


OF KAVAI, INSTRUCTIONS. 

The Naval Inftru€lions about this time formed, for haying 
lliips extended in line of battle, and which were founded upon 
the occafion of the above mentioned battles with the Dutch, in 
order to ferve the immediate purpofe of fighting in narrow feas, « 
if ill tpialified (as foul in another place *) for bringing on an 
action with a. licet of fliips unwilling to come to a fhock, and 
having fea-room to range in at pleafure, they have been no lefs 
unlbitnnate in promoting the means, of information ; iince, of 
.ill thofe numerous engagements, fo little of fyftem, fo little of 
the dirpofition or movement of fleets has been comprehended, 
that the hiflorian Mr David Hume, accurate and intelligent 
as he was in every other fubjeO: of inquiry, giving up the point, 
as it would feem, has the following paflage : ‘ There is a iiatu- 

^ nil confufioil attending fea-iights, even beyond other military 
‘ tranfadlions, derived from the prccarioiisS* operations of winds 

* and tides, as well as from the IViioke and darknefs in which 

* every thing is there involved ; no wronder, therefore* that rc- 

* lations of ihefe battles are apt to contain uncertainties and con- 
‘ tradiclions, eipecially wheh compared by writers of the hofliic 

‘ nations^, 

gei5sag=a= r- ^ ^ 

* See Introtiuclion prefixed to Part I. p. i8. 
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* nations, who take a pleafure in exalting their own advantages, 

* and fupprefling thoi'e of the enemy ' 

The part of Mr TduME’s hiftnry from which this paflage is 
<jnoted, was not finilhed till ahiioft: an hundrcil years after the 
battles in qucllion, and not till after he might have confulted the 
tlefcription of thefe. others, Bantry Bay, Beachy-FIead, and I.a 
Ilogiie. He had likeWife the alliftance which miglit he procured 
from tlw3 battles fought in his own time; that of Malaga iu 
17 If), that of Admiral Matthews in 1744*, and that of Admi- 
ral Byno in 17.5G; together with every degree of inforniatitnj 
which could be acquired from the trials which took pficc iu 
coiifequence of the two lah, bolli long and circuinhanlial j. 
Mr I'luMv;, at the fame time, nothing at x lofs wlicn a baule at 
land is to be deferibed, but, like other hiflorians, v/itli iniiuite 
pains, is fure to preface the fame with a detail of every circuin- 
llaricc of lituation, advantage or difadvantage of ground, by 
which the reader is made to forefee whichever of tlic parties (hall 
obtain the v,i*ltory. 

Othet' writers, ecpially fuccefsful ii( their detail of military 
iranfa^lilions at land, but not^ a whit more fortunate in their con¬ 
ceptions of operations at fea, talk of agility of Ihipping, of their 

, . E e heroes 


* Hiflxjry of Knglarid, Vol. VII. p. 8 vo. edit. *778. 

f A later writer ftill, Mr M*Pherfou, w'hen fpealciiig of the battle cf I d 
Hogue, has thefe words: ‘ 'rhe eonfufiwn ^iiid w.mt of pLm whieh prc\aih ii;. 
* all naval engagements, ought to I^ave faved tfie viilors /roin the cenfure ^^'Iuv I 
' w'ritcxs have thrown on Uicir condu^, ' . 
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heroes riilhin'g iiirlous through the iquadrons of the enemy, of 
rr.ihing to battle, of prei'enting themlelves to every clanger, of 
plunging into the middle of the foe. See, ; phrales applicable only 
to military operatif^ns at land, and conllftent, and perhaps in uie, 
in ipe;iking even of tranfa^ions at fea, when galleys, as in an¬ 
cient times, were pro]>elled in every dire^lion with the oar, ancl^ 
a«rinr,tcd iip/on, and influenced by, the paflions of men within 
ifie '/eflcl; but altogether inconfillent with the motions of un¬ 
wieldy Ihipping, manageable only wdth the fails, confined,* as 
they inufl; alway s lie, to particular movements, as mere machines, 
dependent on the iinincdiate cfl'e<^ ©f the wind alone, as they are 
la ihei'c days. 

Is it to the hiftorian,’ihen^ that we are to impute this confii- 
llon of iiloas, the c<jnljnuation of ihe ule of fuch phnifcs, and this 
fo pavlicuhir defev:! of information ? No ; for hiflorians mull: have 
adliorcd to the Ipirit of the deferiptions which liave been put in¬ 
to ilicir hai\ds. Ip it to the vanity of commanders, dclirous of 
extolling and mag^i Tying their own exploits? No it can only 
be attributed to the particular ilate of things at the time, that the 
intcilcdluals of men, deranged by fo com]dete a tranlltlon of fo 
many circumflaacei combined, as before enumerated', have not as 
yei recovered ajiy proper idea of iyllem, or principles of conduiH^ 
adapted to fuch novelties. 


PERIOD 
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P E R I O D in. 

Supposing Period Third to commence about anno 1740, and 
t6«concjiidc with the end of the year 1781, it will be diftinguifli- 
ed by thofe fca engagements of which we have been able to pro¬ 
cure fuch an authentic and fubftantial information of circurnflan- 
ces, as could authorife a particular plan and defeription. But, be¬ 
fore proceeding farther with this Invclligation, it will be necclTaiy 
to- premife a few General Principles. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

Case 1. A commander who fliall have fo dili>ofed t)f his force, 
that no‘one divifion or part can be atfcicked, without a poflibility 
of being immediately fupported by the whole, or at lead by fonie 
other part, has taken not only -the hrft precatitjon to prevent a 
defeat, but alfothas taken the firft ftep to obtain a \ it lory. 

Case II. The commander who, in leading on his force, fliall 
make his attack with great fuperiority, upon any one divilion C3r 
p*art of his enemy, and while tbis.divifion fhall be pofled fo as it 
cannot be fupported, h*as, in like manner,,not only taken th.' 

E e 2 ' . 
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firfl llcp to obtain a \i«5l;ory, but alfo has laid liokl of the firft: 
jnccaiition to feciire a retreat, Ibouk! it ever be iieccflary. 

Ca.sk fll. lienee, on the other band, and in oppolition t(5 
Cafe 1. fliould ever a commander have fo diljiorcd of his force/ 
that any one dlvifion or part may l>e attacked, by a great fiipc- 
riority, without a iwflibility of having it fupported by the whole, 
or by any one part of his remaining force, that commander inuft 
be defeated. 

C'ase IV. Ilcnco alfo, in reverfe of Cale II., a commander 
wlio, by the mode of his attack, ihall Ib dilpoie of liis force, that 
any one divifioh or part, difficult to be fiipporietl, lhall be expof- 
cd to his enemy when greatly fiiperior, fuppofe it a cannonade 
greater, by many degrees, than he can bring up to oppolb it, 
fuch commander undoubtedly will be worfted. 

f 

That rules, fuch as tliefb, are applicable to, and lliould have 
influence upon, military operations at fea as well as at land, 
every one will allow. By them, the following ftridluies upon 
modern naval practice, and the mode of attack which have been 
propotbd, muft^be judged ; and .to feme error or neglect of them 
it is, that the defocl of infoimatipn, whi.cE has ^Uftinguiihed the 
former period, muft be imputed. 


OF 
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OF Till-: MOVKMKNTS OF SHIPS A U M.IIIITS IN' ftEI.AriO\“ 

TO EACH O'lTlEil. 


Ships, or liocls, fnaiiaged as they are in tlicfc days with fails 
only, though not, as. animals, fclf-movlng hodios, that is, under 
th« perfc^^l; connnancl of the men within, to be carrietl with oars 
agahiTl: wind and tide, at pleafiirc, in every di reel ion, yet, con- 
lidt’red as machines, governed hy, and t oniined to, the laws of 
mechanics ; their paths in the lea, and titeir military evolutions, 
may ho traced and delineated upon proper princi^iies. N\>\v', llie 
moving power or agent being tlie wind, and this afTciSling any 
number of them mutually, at one and tfie fame time, and in the 
fame dircClion, as in the cafe of Hects when ifi oppolition, the 
mfjvcment of the fcveral Oiips or fleets, in relation to each other, 
will he lociprocal, confondnt, and regular. 

Not only fliips, but whole fleets, in hoftilc oppolition, when 
in tlie lame llream of wind, muft equally, and, at the fame time, 
lioth of tliem in their motions relatively, be lb affcM^lcd, that, 
fuppoling the face of the lea to be conceived as a plane, on pa¬ 
per, and the w’ind as a point A (Plate XII. fig. from which 

both fleets B and F are, operated upon 5 we alfo may carry tlie 
fuppolition fo f:ir as to conebive that both might be afledted in 
Ibine way, as fufpended from* the lame point, as at the pendu¬ 
lum D, b, D. 

w 

I-Ieiice, when contldering the connexion bctw'ccn two Rccl^, 
iuppofing the one to be to windward of the otlier, whatever w.iy 

the 
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tJic wind jfhall veer about, both being dependent on the lame 
wifid, the motion and manoeuvring of each, in relation to each 
other, ciia llill be (jf the lame nature. 


Ol- J'UE T ACE OF THE OCEAN, CONSIBEIIING IT AS A FIETO 
rOR THE MILITARY OPERATIONS OF HOSTILE FLIiETS.* 


'riiat the face of the ocean, confidering it as a field for nuli- 
rary crations, but more particularly as a field for immediate 
tlie hoftilc fleets oppofed, having neither rivers, ra¬ 
vines, banks, woods, or mountains, to flop progrefs, or interrupt 
the flight, fo that amlnil’cades or llratageins can be formed, and 
while each arc extcntled in line of battle, where every individual 
Jbi]^, ;ind the line into which Ilie belongs, is operated upon l)y 
the h-ine wind, at the fame time, and, by the law'S of mcchaiiifjii, 
c to mc'.vemerits in every relpc^t confonant in relation to 

c.,ch other; Should not every occurrence, every tranfaClion, for 
teafons, and in filch,civcuniftancts, be the more eaflly^ con- 
i'iiNcd, undcrflood, and explained, than even iji military opera- 
ti<;ius on land ? 


A Ik et on the face of the ocean, on* the defenfivc, extended in 
hue t f battle, and prepared to receive an enemy coming dowm to 
Tn Ae an attack, as h.is been the* late practice, from the wdhd-. 
v. : rd, may be cojnj'arotl to aiv army polled to great advantage, 
aiul i rovichd with numeroils'batteries of cannon, impenetrable if 
attacked in front; and Iliould any fuch attack be made, that each 

Ihip, 
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fhip, comparing it with a Tingle battalion, or party of cavalry, 
may retire, fuppoTe to leeward, under cover of feconds on either 
iidc (ahead and adern), and choofing a new pofition, from 
whence the enemy could be annoyed again and again, this may 
be repeated with equal advantage as at lirft, while the fleet, and 
each fliip that makes fuch an attack inuft be ruined, crippled* and 
rendered incapable of purhiirig, or following. 


OF THE APPLICATION OF THE FOREGOING PRINCIPLES AND 
IDEAS, W-ITH SOME OF T,HE SEA ENGAGEMENTS OF THIS 
PERIOD OF NAVAL HISTORY. 

• 

Admiral Matthews’s engagement in 1*744 is the firfl: of this 
Third Period of Naval Hiftory ; it is allb tlie firft in the lift of 
thofe of which wc have been able to procure auclientio and Tub- 
ftantial information of circumftances; it is alTo the firft to be 
conlidered, with relpedl: to' the application of the foregoing prin¬ 
ciples, &c. 


APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES TO THE CONDUCT OF 

ADMIRAL MATTHEWS, AS MAKING THE ATTACK. 

* 

According to Cafe IT., for example, the commander who, in 
leading on his force, fhall make* his attack with great fuperiority, 
upon any one divilion or part of his enemy, and this divifion fo 
ppft^ that it cannot be lupported, has uken the firft ftep to ob¬ 
tain a victory. 


By 





HISTORICAL SKETCH 


By tTie pofition of Admiml Mattiiews’s fleet before the on:- 
j>;:igement, his force was fo difpofocl, that, had that force beei> 
led on, or had the force which was led on. been fupported a» 
it rtitmlcl have been, the attack might have been made with fiich 
it fnperiority, that the Spaiiilh Admiral, with the Ihips in his 
rear aflerii of Iiini, Icparatcd as they were from the van. and cen¬ 
tre of the combi)led fleet, there is not a doubt tliat the wdiole 
f)ii‘dit have been cut oil' 

But, confideriiig this attack in another view, and according to 
principles. Cafe IV., that Mr Matt'Jie ws, by carrying down his 
fliip, the Namur, and her foconds, the Norfolk and Marlborough, 
in the manner he did, had them exfx>icd to a cannonade, im- 
h^irfunately greater, by many degrees, than he could at the time 
bring to oppofc againft it, and by which thefe Ihipa were Ib dif- 
ahled, that, had the Spaniards thought lit to retire, (a manoeuvre 
which the French, their allies, have many times finer, on the like? 
octafion, put in pra^ilico), Mr Matthews neither could have 
ltt>pj)ed them, nor could ho have firillowed tlicm 


M'PElCATtON or THE SAME PRINCIPEES TO THE CONDUC'l 

• OF THE SPANISH ADMIRAE. 

Confidenng that the fleet of the Spanilh Admiral was extend¬ 
ed to a great length., that he was icparatcd at a great dillance 

‘ from 

« * 

■■■■ ■ ■ ' i mA r^ i m rni — ■_! i ■ -ir -wn- 

Plifft Admiral MATrHEWs*s Engagement, Part I. p. tio., and Plate XVI- 

fig. 2. 
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£ix>m both his van and centre, and that his own divihon was kft 
unfupportod j according to principles. Cafe III., lie fhould ha%e 
been defeated. 

Again, m anotlier \icw, had the principles, as laid down, been 
thought applicable by the Spanifli connnander, or had he been 
inftru^Ied, or aware of what has fince been the pradElicc of 
French commanders; neither woultl he have negle<fled to avail 
lumfelf*of difahling Mr Matthews, while coming down to at¬ 
tack him, that is, while he had the iliperiority of fire in his fa¬ 
vour ; nor would he, by patiently lying ftill, have given time 
fuflicient for Mr Matthews to retaliate, by dijfabling him in 
his turn, but, unhurt, would have witlidrawn his fhips from bat¬ 
tle for the prefent; and, by bearing away, would have attained a 
new fituation, where be might be out of the reach of catinon- 
Ihot, and where he might be in preparation to fbrm a new line 
of battle to leeward. No. a*?. 


OF ADlCllRAL BYNO'.S ENGAGEMENT?, CONSIDERING HOW I I 
MAY BE AFFECTED BY 'THE APPJ-ICATION OF THE I ORl- 
GOING PRINCIPLES. 

In Admiral Byng’s engagement, twelve years after that of 
Mr Matthews, the French now themfelvcs alone the opponenjs, 
their mode of defence adopted though defeaive with refpea: to 
die difpofition of their force, according to principles. Cafe 11., and 

• F f ’ * which 


No. 4?. Part I. Engagement. 
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which has been proved In another place; * yet, couhdering the 
nvcxle In which the attack waa made upon them, iecms to be the 
belt which could be imagined in their iltuotion and circuin.ftancea» 
In great ftrength, arranged in line of battle themfelves, ,they not 
only difablcd their enemy while coming on to attack othem, but, 
unhurt, tlicy retreated, and accomplilhed, in the nftoft complete 
manner, the full purpoie of their defttiiation, by making prize of 
the oaftle and ifland of Minorca. 

c 

"f’hat tlie French were in noways beholden to cliancc for fucU 
tlefcnce, but that it was itudied and intended, mult be evident 
from this, that, in every one of the many engagements which 
they have had ’with our fleets iince that time, when to leeward, 
as on this occation, it has'been the mode tl^iey have put in prao 
tlcc, and it has been juftifled by an equal degree of llicce% In 
every inltance. 

m 

If, then, this Hate of the fubjeifl: Ih'aU be admitted to be jult. 
Admiral By no’s engagement off Minorca, May 20* 1756, will 
be the lirft in modem times from which any degree of lyitem 
can be formed. <- 

Again, with relpedt to the mpde of attack, the part which Mr 
Byng had in die action, how applicable Ibever it is with prin¬ 
ciples Calc IV., his van, by this mode of attack, was lb diljiolcd, 
that it could not be fupported. It was expo£ed, while coming do'w u, 
to a cannonade greater by many 'degrees than could he brought 

*.» » _ , , 


* The mode of attack propoled, p« lE^act I* 
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at the djrtte againfl: it; and being thereby difabled, and rendered 
incapable of following or purfuing his enemy^ and the purpofe 
of his deftinatlon left unaccompliflicd, Mr Byno muft be allowed 
to have been worfted. This attack appears to have been found¬ 
ed upon an idea of taking, deftroying, or difabling, the whole of 
an enemy'*s fleet, and, upon tliis idea, to have aflumed a line of 
approach improper, as having given the enemy the g^eateft poi^ 
fible advantage. 

Jn tlic mode of attack according to this idea, of taking, do- 
ilioying, or difaljiing the whole of an enemy’s fleet, extended in 
line of batde, two lines of approach have been diftinguifhed ; 
the (irft, the line of interfe<ftion, the line of noare^l: approach, <>r 
lafking line, as put in pra(5l:ice, and fo ha trued by Mr BrNO j the 
Other, that line put in practice by Sir Georgjj Pococic in his 
^m^lgemeiit, April 29. 17o8, two years after, in the Eaft Indies, 
and which, for dlftintiion^Take, has been termed the line of pur* 
or curve of purfuit. 

Of the firft of thefe lines, (the lafking line), five examples have 
been colle^led ; and, upon thefe examples, as clafTc'd in Sedtion I. 
p, 43. Part L the pbf^'vations and demonftrations, ix>inting out 
the defiedts in. tlue aecuftomed mode of attack from the windward, 
are founded. 

r 

Of the fecoiid of thefe lines, the line of purfiiit, it has alffj 
been defined in the defeription given of Sir George Pocock’s 
^gagein^nt in the Eaft Indies. . It* is not, however, wifhed to be 
underftood that fome one, or all of llicfe fivev examples given, do 
not, degree, partake of the properUcs of both of thefe 

F f 2 lines. 
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line or that Sir OjEOROE PococK*s engagement, becaule of this 
<li(lin<flir'n, (liould not be included in the fame dais with thefc 
five exai’ pies, but becaufe, on no other occafion, has any thing 
been faid tliat could give rife to have this line of purfuit defined 
fo accuiatcJy as in this cngagenient of Sir George Pocock. 


OTHER OBSERVATIONS, BUT APPLICABLE TO PERIOD THIRD 

ONLY. 

1 . That, in the many engagements with which this tMrd 
ptird has been difiinguiihcd, the enemy, whether they were to 
Avn’.Iivard or to leeward, have never ouce attempted to make or 
b!.^in the attack. 

2 . That not. only through the whole, has tliis period been dif* 
tineuilhcd by a faChion ejcalting the charader of the Ihips of the 
enemy, iu point of falling, comivircd with our own ; but, for 
the greater part. It !>cen di{linguifhc<j[ by a faihion, as perni-* 
< ious as unjuft, vi/. tliat of depreciating the charadcr of Britiih 
fe.ii'icn. 

A gentleman % but not of the profeflion, after reading the 
foregoing naval inquiry as it w’as firft printed, communicated to 
me the following obfeivation : • The only 'thinj| which tempts 

‘ one to entertain a doubt with refped to your fyftem is, that the 
‘ beneficial cftedls are fo manifeft^ tliat one wonders they iliould 
* not have occurrt*d to profeSional men. ^ 

* * To 

' Dv Adam Smith, author of the Wealth of Nations. 
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To which obfervation, after what has been faid, it is fufliclcnt 
to reply, that fomc defeat lias cxilled fomewhere ; for if the 
many examples ^ven during this lail period fliall be confidercd, 
the uniformity , of eflfeiSt, Ihcwn by them to have taken place, 
authorilcs ijs to conclude, that cliance of war had not been con- 
terned j for otherwiie ibinc one unlucky ihip might have been 
taken or funk, or might have been blown up in the air, sCf^cidents 
fre<iucnt, nay infallibly attendant on fuch other occaiions, during 
tlie» cou^fc of sthe former period of naval hiftory. 


£ND.^F PART IXI* 


KAVAX. 




NA-VAJL TACTICS. 


»ART IV. 


INTRODUCTION. 

* 

W ITH the year 1782, the lafl: of the An[\eric«an war, re¬ 
markable for a lories of interelling events, and of new 
and lingular exertions of ^aval ability, we will begin the Fourtli 
part of this work. The fortunate turn which then was given to 
naval afTaiiw, and the fplendid achievements then performed, 
render that important year the proper commencement of a Fourth 
period in the hiftory of Naval Tallies.* But, although victories, 
et}Ual!y fplendid with thole of the year 1782, have been recent¬ 
ly obtainctl and merit particular examination ki a treatile on 
Naval Tad.ics, yet ttiis part of the prefent work does not profels 
to embrace any account of thelp late glorious tranfadlions, and 
will extend no farther than whaj was originally propoled. 

That 


V * Eatl, Howe» 8, iRcf Jmw 1796.—Earl of St Vincent’s, 14^1 of Fe- 
bruarv lityy 





228 INTRODUCTION. 

That the whole of this Fourth part was written while the au¬ 
thor was under the immediate impreffion of the enthuftafni eK- 
cited by the merit of the anions at the timic, he cannot deny : 
nor will he diflemble, that the event, with the confideration of 
which this part is to commence, vi 2 i. the plan and dnteiprize to 
relieve the illand of St Chriftophera, is, of all naval exhibitions, 
the firft, which had given him any real pleafure in making the 
defeription. With relpe^ to the other ohlervations, they exprels 
what were the. feelings of moil people at the time; And now, 
alter a lapie of more than twenty years, he has not yet ieen. rea- 
fon fufiicient to induce him to alterations. 


SLR 
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SAMUEL HOOD’S ENGAGEMENT, 


DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL ACTIONS BETWEEN THE 
BRITISH PI.F.ET, COMMANDED BY SIR SAMUEL HOOD, AND 
THE*IRENCH I LEFT, COMM ANDED BY COUNT DE GRASSE, 
pFF ST CHRISTOPHERS, THE 24TH, 25TH, AND 2GTH OP 
FEBRUARY 1792. 

A few months after the unfortunate^, cataftfophe of Lord 
Cornwallis's army at York-'l'own ifi t# Chefapeak river. Sir 
Samuel Hood being at Barhacloes, and hearing that an attack 
had been made upon the iflatid of St Chrillophers, by a ])Owerful 
armament under the comniSmd of C^ount dc Grasse, fet fail for 
its relief with twenty-two flups of the line, five frigates, and 
two IchooDcrs. He arrived off the fouth-eaft end of tlie ifland of 
Nevis, at day-break of the 24th February 1782 ; when, dire«fling 
tlie fqiiadron to be formed in line of battle, he <ietcrmincd. to 
attack the fleet of the enemy, conlifting of thirty-three Ihips, aTul 
then lying at anchor in lialla Terra Road, ifland of.St Chriflophers. 

Plate XIII. fig. 1. A, T'lie BHtilh fleet fuppofed on tl?eir courfe 
round the ifland of Nevis, on the morning of the 24th. F, The 
fleet of the enemy at anchor in Bafla Terra Road, having their 
vim far to windward of the rear... 


Sir Samuel’s Inflru<5lions to each fhip, givxn in St,-John's 

^ S Road, 
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Koad) Antigua, were, ‘ To^and on till abrcaft of the van of the 

* enemy, as per couife B B ; and alter liaving delhered each {hip 

* her whole fire upon the ty^p headmoft fliips of the enemy, to 
‘ haul off in focceflion, as percourib C C C; and then, by tacking, 

* to return in the lame liicceUion, and again, and ag.iin, to repca^ 

* each fhip her whole fire. ’ JBy which ingenious method it was 

intended, firft, to cut off or delht>y thefr two hcadmoil 
which iK'ing effbdied, to repeat, in the fame manner, the attack 
upon tlK* ncKi two Ihlps ' * 

I Jio ini^brtune of the Ihip Alfi^ running al>oard of. the 
Nj niph ill the morning, foon afler the lignal was thix>wn ovit, 
ocf ilioning much delay, the enemy had intelligence of biK bA- 
MOi 1 \ aj^iproach ; ^d, dreading the conicquences of an attack, 
in the fituation they were’ then in, quitted their anchorage and 
put to fea, ah per courfe G G ; and in the affemoon, and during 
the whole night of the S4th, kept th|t!e or four miles to leeward 
of the Biitifh fleet, whicii was ffill itnder the weft end of the 
ifland of Nevis. 




EXTRACT or SIR SAMUEL HOOD*3 LETT! R. 

* At day-fight of the 2 5th, we plainly dilcovei ed fail of the 

* enemy’s {hips, of which of two decks ‘1 nned in a liiu i- 

* head. I made every appearance of an all k, \\ hich tlmw 

* the f'ouNi Dl Grasse' a diule from the i ^re : And as X 

f ^ • 

‘ thought 1 had fair prolpcift of gaining the anchorage he left, 
• ‘ and 









SIR S. HOOD’S ENCAi^Ej5»l1feNi; 2% 

f ^ • V , ' <* 

’t Gif ' 1 ' I ' v'^ ' 

* and well knowing it was the only^ ch^tc I Jiad of fa^ng the 

* illand, if it was to be faved, I pulhed for’it, and fucxieecled, by' 
‘ having my rear and part of my centre en^gcd. V 

‘ Tha enemy gave a preference to Comjmooore AfflECK ; 

‘ but be kept up fo noble a fire, and was ib by his fc- 

‘ cond^ Captain CoRKvvAiiJuis and LoRip RgbeIlt W 

* NFRS, that the U>fs aiid damages fuiibuhed in tho£b were 
‘‘but (rifling, and they very much pfefervqd the other ihips in 

* the rear, ’ &c, afterw^trds be fays\ ^ Woidd of 

‘ a battle have determined tl«j fate of the illand, I would, without 

* hcfitatioii have attacked the enemy, from a knowledge how.. 
‘ much was to be expc«l:ted from an IbigUlli fquadron, command^ 

^ ed by men umcyngll whom is no other contoiition than who 

dicndd be moll forwm*d ill rendering fendees to his ICing and 

* CoinHry: herein I placed the utiuofl confidence, and iliouid 
‘ not, I trufl, have been difuppointed. 

‘ I anchored his Majefty’s fij^uadron in a'clofo line ahead.. 

* Next mtjrning almut eight o’clock, I was attacked from van to 
‘ rear with tlie whole fott^e of the enemy (29 fail), for nearly 
‘ two • hours, without having the IimH yifible impreflion made 
‘ upon my line. The French ftiips then wore and Hood off 

* again, and in the afternoon. began a lecoiid, attack upon niy. 
*■ centre and r^ar, with. no better fuccefs than before ; fince which 
^ the Count Be Grasse has kept a fate diftance.—^—Many of 

the French Ihips have fufferecl confiderably. ’ 


Gg 3 


DESCRIX’-* 
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DESCRIPTION. 

Plate XIV. fig. 2. A, Sir Samuel Hood widi the Britifh 
fleet lying off the north-weft end of the Ifland of Nevis in the 
morning of the 25th February at day-light, and intending to bring 
his fleet to an anchor in the ground Count De Or ass e had left; 
but, at the fame time, endeavouring to amufe the Count with 
the appearance of a delign of making an attack upon him. 

1>, The van of the Britifli fljuadron now come to an anchor 
under Green-point in a clofe line ahead, and with fprings to 
bring tlie broadflde of eacT ihip to bear upon an enemy, who 
miglit attempt to come down and attack them. 

C, The rear of the Britilh fleet under Commox>ore Affleck, 
w'iih part of the centre iiiftaining, while coming to an anchor, an 
attack from tlie enemy. 

The Frencli cannonading ; but at fuch a diftance, as nowife 
■obftru'^bed the Britifh fquadron from coining to an anchor. 

I'he I'rcnch fleet then wore and flood off to fea again, as per 
coLirfe G G. « 

Plate XIV. fig. 3. A, The Alfred, Canada, and Refolution, in 
the morning of the 26Lh at 6 o’clock, having been ordered to 
fliift their ground, as the evening before they had anchored too 

far to leeward, and too near to the edge of the bank -and 

being under way, tliefe fhips, from tliis pofition, liad it more in 
their power to o\eraw’e i!\e enemy, and prevent them from 
doubling back upou the Britifh, fquadron, when they came to 
make the attack feme hours after. ... 

• Withoat die bank, from the imrincdiiite depdi of water*, tlitcrc U hO 



SIR S. HOOD’S ENGAGEMENT. 235 

B, The Britifh f<juadron in the morning, conilfting of other 19 
fiiips, At an anchor with fprings, fo that each fliip in the line 
might, at one and the fame time, be brought to bear upon an 
enemy coming down to make an attack. 

F, l^he French Heet, about 8 o’clock in the morning, advanc¬ 
ing to the attack w^ith 29 Oiips j and, having begun the attack upon 
die van, ns at H, they ranged along the whole Bridih line, as 
prt* dotted line of courfe II; then hauling up aftern, as at K K, 
they evidently meant to rake the fliips in our real*, or might 
have intended to liave doubled back towards A ; but, overawed 
by the three forefaid (hips, the Alfred, Canada, and Refolution, 
under way at A, they wot:e in fuccellion, and liauled off to fea, 
as per courfe L L L. • ^ 

M M, The enemy now on die flarboard tack, and on the re¬ 
turn to the fecond attack, which they made upon the centre and 
rear, in the afternoon of the fame clay, after having taken fuch 
an oiling as enabled them to fetch our fleet. 

N, Guana Hill, from which the Britilh ftpiadron was threaten¬ 
ed to lie bombarded. 

O, ‘Mooring’s Hills, where General Prescot had the 
fkirmifli with the Irifli brigade; and where Monsieur de 
Bquille declined attacking him. 

The'enemy, afterwards kept in the offing, not choofirig to make 
another attack upon Sir‘Samuel, who, not having it in his 
power to give farther afliftance to the ifland, after 1 o or 12 days, 
cut his cables, laying hold of .tlie opportunity, while the enemy 
had come to an anclior off the ifland of Nevis; and taking his 
courfe by the north end’ of the ifland of St Chriftophers, and by 
Sambrilo, ftood to the northward. 


OBSER- 
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.j BTTgr i iTtt ~ rarnrH . f i Birj ^ tti* 

OBSEttVAflONS* 

The fingiilarity, or rather novelty^ of this affair, lb ■ very im- 
portant iti all its conftiquenccJs, omnCA. be paiTed Over wiiliout' 
Endeavouring to ^ivb it A t\ill cOnff^tiBltlOn.; and that this may 
be done \vith the greater lxti^attlidity> it IviH be noqcCiry to ftate 
the la<£ts limply as they 

Hearing that a fleet of S3 lhl{>s of thE enemy wen? lyit.v*;^ at 
anthor, Bafla Tferra Road, in fuppieit of the fiowertul aitwcfc 
which they Were then maldng upon the ifland of St Chrifto- 
phers, StV SABfOEL HoOD, With a mUch inferior force, confin¬ 
ing of 2^2 lliips only, y^^lblves to attack them in this Aniation. 

The French, tRlcdverirtg hfe intentions before his Approach, 
ai'd feeling, it feems, tlie fitiiAriori which they were in dJiadvaii'- 
tjgoniis, quitted it, and put to fea. 

Sir Samuli,, thus difappointcd in his intended attack, but 
confident that the obtaining a comnutntcatlon with, anjl fupport- 
ing the fame, was the only chance lett him of laving the ifland, 
by a daring llroke in feaiinmilhip, leldom before tliis time at- 
temptcil, in the face of this enemy, and even while in the a£t of 
fuflaining a furioub attack from the enemy, briligs Iiis fleet to an 
anchor in the leif-iame pofftion, or flatiotv, whiciit they but a lit¬ 
tle before, and with a fleet fo V^ry i3QBach fo^rioi*, h^wl quHted, 
as thii^king it untenable, 

'Hie enemy firff; having Tufibred tltemfclves to be diflodged, 
and afterwards* having fullered itiiferior fleet to Come m 
anchor, dttenhined, if pcfliblb» io wipcT off the double afliioirt, 
by attempting an attack In th<dr tm,. \ t 

But 
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But this attack was citlicr lb ill CQuduaed, or lb feebly fup- 
portcd, that, though it was twice attempted, they, as unequal 
to the talk, patiently pernutted the Britilli Admiral to keep his 
poll for days, without ever afterwards attempting to dillurb 
him. 

On the part of the enemy there were liere no accide^s, which, 
as in all other Ibrmer cafes, miglit be laid Iiold of, and held up as 
an ^cxcule for want of fuccefs ; nothiug from wi»ids, tides, or 
blowing up of particular Ihips, not the lols of a lin^le mart or 
yard to fumilh tlie fhadow of an excufo, cither fox quijtting 
their ancjiorage/or, after the^ had, for not overpOweriiig witl> 
their numbers fo inferior a fleet, occupying, and ^ven fixed to, 
an anchorage, and affording an equal opportunity of being at¬ 
tacked for 12 fuccedive days. * • 

On the part of dm Hritifh will be found a .plan, gallantly, 
but prudently formed, to attache a fojcce fuperior, as tlifee to two, 
which if it was not put irdo exiBctuioa, it was f^axiie tlie ene¬ 
my had prudently declined. Again, in conlequence of a fUU 
more daring plan having been formed inunediately upon the 
above difappointment, we find them, in defiance of all former 
rules (in the face of this fupetlor ffe^t, who had taken every 
means of o.bftru<3:ion, and even while they were maintaining a 
conilxit with tins fleet), brhigmg their fhipsto an >anchor without 
a poflibility of llbing prevented. , Afterwards, we find them dif- 
pofed at anchor in fo mafterly a that little lofs was ful- 

tained, thougli two feveral attacks were made in the fame day, 
by an enemy who had it iu ,tht!ir choice to take ev«y advantage. 

Laftly, that there might bo wanting to eftabllfh a 

complete, proof of Britilli fuperiority, we find tliefn keeping, 

widiout 
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without difficulty, that port which had been thought untenable, 
fending relief on ffiore, and inainiaining a communication with 
fhe jfland for 1 <2 days, without interruption. 

During the more ancient and even more heroic days of naval 
prow'cls, one fleet, at one time, might liave had the good fuitune 
to fhew their valour in the attack, as thole at Cadiz, at Vigo, 
&c. ; and another fleet, at another time, might have been fo 
happy as to have an opportunity of exhibiting their fteadlncfs in , 
fiirtaining an attack, fuch as that under Bi,ak£ in the 'Downs ; 
hut on no occalion whatever has one and the fame fleet been fo 
fortunate, as in this of Sir Samuel Hood fording their oppo¬ 
nents to fo complete and unequivocal an acknowledgment of their 
fuperiority in both cafes, whether we fhall confuler their courage ‘ 
and pcrfeverance, or their fkill in featnanfhip. 

As there caw be no doubt that this contraft drawn between 
the two fleets is a juft one, what ought then to be the feelings of 
our countrymen upon this occafion,. compared to that Hate of 
nniverfal defpondence into which the whole nation was plunged 
but a few months before ? 

Perhaps it may be faid, by thofe who with to lower or depre¬ 
ciate the importance of tbis event, that the enemy, being con- 

» 

feious of their great fuperiority in tlic Weft Indies, had, with¬ 
out thinking if ncceflary to take' the proper precautions, come to 
an anchor in diforder ; but, not thinking it * pro'her for them to 
fuftain, or permit an attack in this Hate from a fleet even much 
inferior, had prudently quitted their anchorage ; or, being adviif- 
cd of the approach of the Britifh 'fleet, inferior in ftrength, they 
had put to fea, wUh the intention to cut off all hopes of their 
making a retreat; or, being iatisfied of the importan<;e of pof- 
* feffing 
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iofiiTig a fupcrior fleet ir. the end cS the war, and knowing, at 
the fame lime, that noiliii-g t f.uld he done oTecliKilly to retard 
their operations in taking die iiland, they were delermincd to rifk 


noli! nig. 


All this, liowcver, if it proves any thing, proves their inferio- 
Vity in feamunfld[), or that tliey were determined to fight ihy, as 
tin y hav.e done on every former ticcalhai, and ihould as clle<ilual- 
ly exalt the fpirits and* courage of Briiilh feainen, ;»s it Ihoiild dc- 
pr<$& tlvife of the enemy. 

^it has been alked, it is true, Wliy flioiihl nut this Hei.1 have 
put to fca ? S’vventy-two wcU cop])ertd ihlps, of wdiich it con- 
lilled, might he fiid to have been a mutch luincient for die licet 
ot CiouiS' r 1 ')k (J II ASS!',, although lupeiior in nnhiher. No opi¬ 
nion will be given on this point ; bnl, fronj die w'hi^e of die con- 
du<d;, and, by keeping tills ilalion fo long in tlic lacc of lucli a 
fuperior force, it Ihoiild Ihew what might have been die foriunate 

ifliie, had the J3ritilh licet’at once been carried into the Clhela- 

* • 

peak in fupport of Lord Corn\vali,is, in place of the vain 
and fruitlgfs attempt of bringing the enemy to aclion, but a few 
months before, on the 5ih of September ITSl, which was after¬ 
wards attemled with fuch dreadful confecjiienccs. 


* About two or three years after thefe enjv.ijrenivnts ofTStl'twhloplK-r;:, bejog 
id convcrh'.tion with a j?cnrJeni?t>j an «)fUrer who a fhip there at (lie 

time, and who, rather oiVended *^'ith the oblbrvatiom exprefied as abuve (for he, 
it Teems, had been of a dhlcrent opinion fioin the Atlmiral, about tlic plan of the 
ferviee projeeAed), upon being aJlvcd, •d’lir*t truly Lad pafle<l in liia mind on k^rin^ 
his gallant friend Commodore /Vrvi.p.CK bringing to an anchor the rear of iIjc 

omnv.uidcd by 
lo an 

H h . » Wi.v, 


fleet, while yet Nv.ivmJy engaged w'ith fhr enemy ? (for the fliip c 
♦his oflicer had been among ilie firk in tiie t'an to be brought i 
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•"Why, ay, * fays he, with an enthuiiafllc agitation, *why, ay, that was a mag¬ 
nificent fight, :i fight the niofl: intcrefting that ever wusfeeh !' And how was it 
tlie itext Jay, while tlie enemy made their attack, and twice run down along your 
Kne from van to rear, without being able to make impreflion upon a fingle fliip ? 

‘ Why, ay, * returned he again, * that was Hill more glorious indeed; and there 
“* was not .1 Iwy on board the whole fleet, who did not feel he was< a feamaii.' 
And a Brst'fl) ieaman, thought I, a character the like of which never did in the • 
world exill before. This is all I have to require, was my reply j for it was the 
fpitit and gallantry difplayed in the execution of the cntcrprife itfelf, which was 
rile cbjedl of importance with me. 


SIR 
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SIR GEORGE BRYDGES RODNEY’s ENGAGEMENT, 

. OH TIIK 12TI1 APRIL 1782. 


I NT RODUCTION. 

Jt is with great pl'caflirc that vve flill are able to bring Torward 
an. accurate dcrcription, and iii all its great extent, of Sir 
George Brydgks Rod ne'e’s mofl celebrated battle of the I2th 
of April ; and that the accuracy of this delcription may be pro¬ 
perly fupported, we' have only to mention, tliat, befides I^ord 
Rodney’s letters to the x\dtnir^llty, we »have the teftimony of 
the late Lord Cranstoun, one of the Captains,of the Admiral’s 
fliip the Formiilalde, This very able and intelligent officer, who 
firft took poflcilion of the,* Ville de Paris, Admiral Count De 
Grasse’s fhip, and was fent home with the dilpatches, did me 
the honour to Ibek me out, and w^as fo kind as to furnifh a num¬ 
ber of fketches, and even to affifi; with a great part of the deferip^ 
tion. Lord Rodney too himfelf, in a private letter, of a date fo 
late as.l'Kh June 1789, has given an account, by way of narra¬ 
tive, of his tranfadlions, campaign 1782, in which is included 
this battle of th6 12t}i April 

H-h 2 FROM 

* This letter was rranfmiii'Hl to me by a,conimoii friend, the late General 
RoBEK'r Clckk, together with a copy of iSfival Tallies, as printed January i. 
1782 i. which copy contains a*numbcr of xalijahlc marginal notes in his Lord- 
fhip*s owrv handwriting; but, coming too late, they could not be intrcdcccd, 
tliough particularly relating to part firft of th« work, when reprinted and pub - 
fifhed 1790.. 
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FROM THE I.ONDON OAZl'.TTE. , 

« 

Admimlty-^OUu'e^ \^th May 178*2. 

L'^r-.i OK.Hi’sTOuy^, one of the Captains of his Majijly s Jhip the 
Foriuidahle^ and Captain Byron of the ylndroimtt'bey in 
ivbich Jhip bis Cord (hip came a p^ffengef\ arrix'cd eat'ly t/ds 
nmniing •with difpatchcs from Hdmiral Sh^ George Bryoges 
Rodney^ Bart., Knight of the Bath, and Commander in Chief 
cf his MaJJiy s Jhips at the jf^ccivard (/lands, to Mr Srn- 
PHE.xs, of •which the follo*wlng are copies. 

Formidable, nt Sea, April 14. 1782. 

t 

I'j' havS plcafed 'God, out of his divirfe providence, to grant to 
his rvlajclly’s arms a moft complete vidlory over the fleet of his 
enemy, commanded by the Count De Grasse, who is him- 
fclf captured with the ViJIe de Paris, and four other fhips of his 
fleet, befides one funk in the action. This important vidtory 
was obtained the 12th inflant, after a battle which lafled, with 
unremitting fiiry, - from leven in the morning till Iialf pad fix 
in the evening, when the fetting fun. put an.end to the conteft. 
Botli fleets have greatly fuffered ;* hut it is with the higheft fa- 
tisfadVion t can afllire their Lorcllhips, that though the mafts, 
falls, rigging, Und hulls of thp Britilh fleet are damaged, yet tlic 
lofs of men has been but finifll,* conlidcring the Icagtli of the bat¬ 
tle, and the clofe adlion they fo long fiidained, and ih which 

. . both 
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hotli fleets looked iij^on die honour of King and country^ 

to he mod: elTeiUially coiK crncd. The great Aipjily of naval {lores 
lately arrive<l in the Weft Indies, will, I Hatter inyi'elf, loon re¬ 
pair all ill® damages his Majefty’s fleet has fuftained. 

• The gallant behaviour of the ofliccrs and men of the fleet 3 
have the honour to command, has been Inch as niuft f<3r over 
endear tliciu to all lovers of their King and country. The no- 
bid belviviotir of iny fecoud in command. Sir Samuel Hooo, 
who, in both a^ftions, inoft. conlpicuoiifly exerted hinifelf, de* 
inands my warineft encoiuiuras. jNIy tlilrd in command, Roar- 
Admiral Drake, who, with his divUion, led the battle on the 
J '2th inftaut, deferves the highoft pvaife ; nor caA Icfs be given 
to (lommodorc Aefi.eck for his gaUant^ behaviour in leading 
the centre divifion. My own Captain, Sir Charles Douolas, 
merits every thing I can poflibly fay ; his unreinitted diligence 
and aiftivity greatly eafed me in the unavoidable fatigue of the 
day. In ihoit, I want words to cxprels how fenfible I am of 
the meritorious condud: of all the captains, officers, and men, 
who had a {hate in this glorious vidory, obtained by their gal¬ 
lant exfcitlons. The enemy's whole -army, couftfting of .5500 
inen^ were on board their {hips of war. The deftmdion among 
them' muft be prodigious, as, for- the greateft. part, of the adion, 
every gun told ;<md. their Lordfliips may judge what havock muft 
have been made, when the Formidable fired near eighty broad- 
Tides. 

EncloTed, 1 have the honour to fend, for their infjjedion, die 
Britiih and French lines of battle* with the account of the kil- 




led 
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led and Avoundod, and the damages luftaincd by his Majefty’s* 
fleet. Lord C’ranstoun, who adled as one of die Captains of 
the Fonnulable during both actions, and to whofe gallant behavi¬ 
our I am much indebted, will have the honour of deliviering thele 
difpalches. 'I’o him 1 iniifl. refer their I^rdihips for every minute* 
particular they may wilh to know, he being pcrfcdfly mailer of 
the whole tranfaO;ion. That the Briiifli flag may for ever flou- 
tifli in every cpiarter of the globe, is the moft ardent wilU of Him 
who has the honour of being, with great regard, 

SLR, See. 

, G. B. Rodnev. 


EXTRACT or A LETTER FROM SIR G. B. RODNEY TO MR 

STEPHENS. 

r 

Formidable^ at Sea^ Jipril 14. 178*21 
On the 5th of April, I received intelligence diat the enemy 
were embarking tlieir troops on board the ihips of War, and con¬ 
cluded they intended to lail in a very few days, . Captain By¬ 
ron of the Andromache, an a£iive, bdifk, and diligent officer, 
watched their piodons widi fuch attention, that, on the 8th in- 
llant, at day-light, he made the ligoal of the enemy’s coming 
out, and ftanding to the north-weft, *I inftandy made the ii^ial 
to weigh j and having looke4 into the bays of Fort Royal and St 
Pierre, wheie no enemy’s (hips mmained, I made dH^flgna! for 
a general tlude j and, before -d^y-light, came, up with the enemy 
under Dominique’; where *bbtli fleets were becalmed, jpid conti¬ 
nued 



SIR G. B. RODNEY’S ENGAGEMENT. •ji.s 

nu6cl fb for ibme time, The enemy lirft the wii u1, ami ftr-ocl 
towards GuadaloUpc. My van divifion, under that gallant 
cer Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Upon, received it next, and 
ftbod after - them. At nine the enemy began to cannonade my 
van, which was returned with tlie greatell brifleners. The bafilin<t 
•winds, under Dominique, did not permit pan of the centre divi¬ 
fion to get into aeftion with the enemy’s rear till half pall eleven, 
and tlien only the flilp* next to me in the line of battle. 

•Their Lordihips may eafily imagine the mortitkation it mun. 
have been to the fixteen gallant officers commandiiig the (Iups 
of the rear, who could only.be fpe^ators of an adlion in which 
it w’-as not in their power to joui, being detained by the calms 
under Dominique. The enemy’s cannonade celled upon my 
rear’s approach, but not before they had ^done conlidcrable da¬ 
mage to the fiiips of the van, and difabled the Royal Oak and 
Montague, and his Majefty” Jiad loft a gallant officer, viz. Captain 
Bayn'E of the Alfred, and a number of officers and fenmen, as 
mentioned in the account tratifinittcd to their LqrSftiips; but Inch 
was the ftpady behaviour of Sir Samuel Hood, and the Ihips 
of the van, that Ihe enemy received more damage than they oc- 
cafioned? The night of the 9tli inftant the fleet lay*' to, to repair 
their damages. The loth, they continued to turn to windward 
under an eafy fail, tlie enemy’s fleet continuing to do the lame, 
and always had.it in theb* power to come to adlion, which they 
cautioufly avoided, and rendered it impoffiblc for me to force 
thcfin in the fitiiation they were in, between the Saints and 
the ifland of Dominique, On the i Uh of April, the enemy hav- 
in*g> gained confiderablv to windward, and the wind blowing a 

• - • ' freffi 
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frefli and fteatlv gale, I made the iignal for a general chafe to 
windward, which continued the whole day. Towards fun-fet^, 
feme of the hcadmoll lliips of the fleet had approached near to 
one of the enemy's fliips that had received damage in the late ac- 
tion, und had certainly taken her, if Count De Grasse had 
not here down with his whole fleet for her protc<5lion, which* 
brought him fo near, that I flattered myfelf he would give me 
an opportunity of engaging him the next d?iy. With that view I 
throw out the figiuil for the form of failiTig, and flood with *the 
whole fleet to the fouthward till two o’clock in the morning; 
then tacked, and had the haj)pinefs,* at day-light, to find my moft 
fingninc defire was near being accompli (lied, by my having it 
in iny power to force the enemy to battle. Not one moment 
was loll in putting it iuto 'execution : The confcquence has been 
j'urli as I have had the honour to reprefent in my former letter of 
this day; and can fiy no more, than that too much praile cannot 
be given to the gallant officers and mch of the fleet t liad the lio- 
uour to command. 


G.’B. Rodney. 


THE 
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THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BATTELS OF THE DTII AND 12Tlf 
OF APRIL 1782, FOUGHT BETWEEN THE BRITISH SQUA¬ 
DRON, COMMANDED BY SIR CiEORGE BRYDGUS RODNEY, 
AND THE FRENCH SQUADRON BY COUNT DE GRASSE. 

Pn Monday, the 8th of April 1782, fignal was made from 
th^ Britifh crullers off Fort Royal Ba)', Martinico, that the 
French fleet, attended by a number of tranfpoits, were then got 
under way. Our fleet immediately weighed from Orofle Iflet 
Bay, St Lucia, and Aood after them to tlic northward, under 
the weft end of Martinico, and foon got 'fight of part of their 
men of war. The purfuit was contiuucil, during the night, with 
all the fail that could be made, directed by the enemy’s night fig- 
nals. Tlie wind a frcih gale at N. E. by E. ' At two in the morn¬ 
ing, the Valiant, being to windward, difeovered the enemy under 
the north end of the ifland of Dominica. At three o’clock the 
fleet brgught to by fignal ; the enemy at that time nearly bearing 
north, 6cc. 

Plate XV, fl^. 1. A, Tlie Britifh fleet, at in the morn¬ 
ing of the 9th of April, difeovering part of the French fleet under 
the north end of Dominica at P; at three o’clock bi ought to by 
fignal i at half paft five the fignal was thrown out to prepare for 
batdie. The line to be formed* at twd cables length alunder, anti 
tjxc fleet to fill and Hand. on. 

1 i 



•J to 


NAVAL TACTICS. 


C, Tfio French fleet afterwards^ at five in the morning, on 
the ftarboard tack, working to windwsurd in the Channel, between 
the iflands of Dominica and Guadaloupe, where they had a 
fteady hreeze. 

fI, One of the enemy’s fhips, at this time fo far to leeward^, 
that flic muft have been taken, had not tlie wind failed us, while 
fhc had it fo frelh as ferved her foon to recover her flation. 

t 

Plate XV. fig. 2. A, The van of the Britifli liaving at laft 
got the breeze, fetched up with the centre of the enemy, ftill^up- 
on the ftarboard tack, when they were lired upon about nine o’¬ 
clock, where, for the fpace of an hour, they fiiftaincd a diftant 

t 

cannonade from as many of the enemy’s fliips as could be brought 
to bear upon them. The centre and rear, in the mean time, ly¬ 
ing ftill becalmed under the ifland of Dominica, at B. 

F, The French not all in order of battle,^ as fbme of their 
ftiips were, endeavouring to work to wAndward. 

Plate XV. fig, 3. A, The centre of the Britifli hiving after¬ 
wards got the breeze, joined the van about noon, when the ac¬ 
tion, after an interval of two hours, was renewed; but the Duke, 
the Formidable’s fecvind aft-.:rn, v/as the fternmoft fliip engaged 
upon this occafion j the 16 fliips in the rear divifloii, arid aftern 
of her, not being able to get up. 

B, The van of the Britifli, • 

The centre now having joined the van, the cannonade was 
continued an Jiour and three quarters, until the rear, 
in the mean whilp, been bcpaliiied at C,^ began to join antJl clofc 
the Ime allb, as at D. 

F. 
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F, *1110 enemy, (who, during all this time, kept, as uflial, at I'ik Ii 
a diilance as Ihcwcd that they meant to diiable), as iboii as they 
(aw the jim^lion of the whole BritUli fleet, hauled off to wind¬ 
ward, tacking from the,van, as per line of courfe FI H. 

, O, llic enemy’s fleet of traniports ftretching away to wind¬ 
ward of the Saints. 

The enemy did not at firfl. appear to have fuffered much ; but 
(l)on after, liowxver, one of them I’cemed to be crippled; and, at- 
terw’arcfs, w’e found twm liad received fo much hurt, that they 
w'we obliged to bear away to 13alle 'Ferre, Guadaloupe, to refit ; 
fo that they were not in the fecond action, which was afterwards 
fought on the 12th 

The 1 Oth of April was fj^ent in refitting and keeping our v»rind, 
and Ihifting the van and rear divilions,* iis. the van Jiad fuflered 
in the action of the ninths 

I i 2 Plate 

b i m t^^oe r-g-a-r'VTrsJgT . rrgf aaaa^asaaaBBg—■asaaeasaa3ga e..ai'igmBi 

From IjORU Rodney’s Narrative, contained in his private letter tih^ve menlioncd. 

• 

* About two o’clock in the morning of the yih of April, the l^ritifh fleet came 

* up with the cn<;my*S untlcr Dominique ; both were becalmed. 'Tlic enemy firfl 
‘ got the wind, and flood towards CJSuad.iloupe’^ the Brititli v.iii followed, as tlid 

* the centre, whcJi the breeze readied them. ’Fhe enemy attacked the van, ami 
‘ a cannonade enl’uedi but it ccafcd w;hcn the Admiral and his two feconds 

* joined his van. Jn vain ; when the Admiral got abreaft of the Villc dc Paris, 

* he laid his main-top fail aback^for the French Admiral to boar down and t*n- 

* gage: He kept his diftance j and plainly indicated it was not his bufinci's i* • 

* bring on a battle, as the enemy’s whole fleet had got the wind, and could have 

* brought them U) engage half of the Fnglifh. Admiral Rodney had his fign.d 
ready to wear and fland to his rear, fcvc^ fail of which were becalmed at a 

* very confidcrable diftance.* However, ^ha<jnfmy would not rifle the attack 

* and the*brccxe foou reaching the rear, it foon joined the centre. ’ 
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riate XVI. ri'>. J*. A, Tlio BvitUh fleet, in the mf>rnin(r of ilso 
) Uh, peiveiving two difiblcci fhips under the iflundj of Saints, 
at G, chafed them into Bade Tcn'e, Guadaloupe ; hut, loon after, 
difcoveiine tw<i othei*s far to windward, and dlfahlcd, at II, near 
tlic noith Ciid of Poniirtica, a general chaie was ordered, only, 
tliiec or four of the French fleet being at this time viflblo, at I, 
from the h\)i*iiiidahlc’3 maft-head. But, upon tlic Againcm- 
no!i auvl C'diers, «tt B, coming near the (hips at H, Count T)n 
Or \ssi , though far to windward, bore dov’^n, as at h, to pro-. 
tcvSl hn t''VO diiablcd lljips. Upon this tiie Agatncinnon, and 
tlie otlicr fhips, advanced in the purfuit. Upon the flgiial to call 
in afl crullers, they returned to their relpcilive ftations in the line. 

Plate XVX flg. 5. . A, the Bridlli fleet, at two o^cIock in the 
morning of the J[ 2th, after having run to the fouthw'ard from B, 
their iwfition the evening before, having taken advantage a£ the 
wind, as at W, which generally hauls .to the northward in the 
Weft Indies in the evening. At which time, {vi^, two o’clock), 
having tacked to the northveard, the French were dileovtfflred broad 
under their lee-bow, in Ibme conftiflon, at F; and one of their 
(hips was dire^ly to leewafd, at G, with her bow-fprit gone, and 
licr fore-maft acrofs her fore-caftle, towed by a frigate, and the 
wind at £. S» £.,* as at 7^, 

r 

C, The Valiant and Monarch were ordered down flrtm the 

rear to engage thiff diiabled Ihip with her conlbit, which dtdiged 
Count de Grasse to edge down, as at H, to their p^ec- 
tion. , * ' V . 

D, The van of the BritUh, "about 4 or 5 o’clock, leading Oh tlie 

flarboajrd 
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24 ^; 


Count He Grasse 
g<?t fo fw'to,>cward, b^ tKe laft mendonetl 

for >“>n to avoid an ac- 
(hfe ’lhipa in cliare,'wcrO ordered 

, i ®^fo Itf th^ Cwation, formuig; on a larboard 

coming about from E. 5. E. to 
, aa at-.y, diey eonc^ved hopes of reaming their 
ufu4?i(|iteig diftancgi more olpecially as their van. at this time 
bogan'#^%,to>iSdwanl of the B^lh. 


>:'r . •' ■; ; ' 


A, TTie Britilh fleet. 

» their lading fhips having gained the 

wind,;-, ••'/■•■>; ‘' ■■'■ ■ , 

At fevcrt momin^, ;;^e the lead¬ 
ing fhiji> 0i\ the V fetched the fiftJi (hip 

ef 




. ..v: • w 

l '*s' 


NarrAItivb continue, 

. . ■,. t ■ . • -.'^* r. ..» . 


^ axtemooii, tlic enemy bore down to vro^ 
‘ ica being cut oft'. This brought 

He iaftantly iiTued orders to faU dur- 
of TaUu^ 5 to put ell lights out; to ftand 

*“ ^ morning 5 and then the whole fleet to 
';f!^^deGei:red tffe enemtr. wKr% _. .r 


- ' - Rvnnea meirs upon the lar- 

^ but the neamefe of the Britift* 

the fl^t.<atog Ae iso- 
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of the line of the enemy, was fired upon; * when the fignals 
for clofc aO:ion, and to clofe tlie line, were thrown oUt. ' 

V 

9 

_ j f 

Plate XVII. fig. 7. A, Tlie van erf' the Brttiih raogk^jQlowly 
and clofely (but on oppofite tacks) aikihg the enemy’‘s line, ejacli 
fhip giving and receiving a heavy fire.. 

F, The cnemy*s fleet having gained the vaind, raising In Hike 
manner in oppofite directions. " , , 

B, The Formidable, Uie Admiral’s Ihip, not bearing away, but 
.keeping the wind. See. at the time when tlie two fleets might*he 
ftjppolcJ to be completely abreafl: of each other, 

Plate XVII. fig. 8. A, The Formidable, the Bridih Adtni- 
lafs Ihip, after having given her firft fire to the enemy^s fifth ihip, 
and having pa^Rid the 'Ville de Paris, F, and h^ leconds almofl: 
in contact, kept.her wind, and piercing the enemy’s line between 
the fourth and fifth ihip aitem of ConNX GkASSE’s 

own fliip, the Ville dc Paris, was foUowed by t* Namur and 
Duke, the two next ihips aifem. y By which ipirited,-' bold, 

and 

* N. U.->- I Uis iliip, the Marlborough, having fSeticltcd the firth mcn» 

; and after fuftcring a,cann.<»»radc from thirty"^® the reqq^hring patt 

of the cnemy*b line, aloi]^ die whole of which Ihe had riki)i, and clofe uader their 
Ite ; jn^perfoinung this and other fervice, from theaimth to this day th^^wclfth, 
had three men kitted Shly, and fifteen wouttflad. ' 

a J* 

I' IjOri* Rodney’s NaaEATtw ferttittmd. 

* The BritiOi Admirar«t Oiip, the Formidable, reached the enemy’'S 

* from their van,*and beg >n a very olof^ atlfotk wHhin half 

* nued fuch atlion riofc aloog the/»tcmy’s line, undel an eafy fitibYtU an opening 
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and tipw of attack, the enemy's line was not only cut. in 

their van fix)m their rear, but the hcadmoft £hipi. of their 
re»t\ divlfipn, then coming up, were forced away to Icjeward, as 

. B, lie van of the BrltUh ftill ranging along the remaining 
part of the enemy’s rear, 

C, Tlie rear of the Biitiih line fo^Jowing up after the AdiniraL 
H, The Olorieufe, tlve lad fhip’ of the van of the treneh, 
Ar^tching paft the rear of the Britilh line. 

Plate 


* apptored at the thxrd fbip ailenx oi the enemy’s Acimual, which gav^* * an op- 

* portunity of tnreaking theii line, .md putting then reai iu thelitmod confuiion ; 

* when (ix of their (hips falling on board each other, in that condition the Ad- 

* ndml and diviHon attacked them, tore them to pieces, and the moment they 

* had i^iengaged themfclves, they bore away light befoxe th» Hind. ’ 

WTiether it was l>etwc< n the third and fourth fljip that the hne was cut, oi 
between the fourth and fifth flnpi as tlic text has it, is of Utile moment. But 
we cannot well omit the following anecdote, as related to me by the late Admi¬ 
ral C. die commanded tbe St Albans, one of the next ilnps allern of 

Pomrddai>lo9 in cutting the French line. When ha got along»^dc of this 
‘ lliip H, feppofed to by thy Gloiicufeji the Ufl of, the v\n dnibon of the enemy, 
where it cut afunder from the roar, he remarked tint flie did not return a 
^ngle guiti ncfr was amy body to he feen on board, but one man upon the poop j 
?Mid fome acchUntal mulket*fbot being fired by tlie marines, this poor fellow 
dtop^^t itiwf was n<f more to be feen. After Captain Inglis had p ified on a- 

• bead^ his attention ftill to this (hip H, as well as to the Canada, the 

Brlrii^&p which followed him next aftern, he obferved that neither did the 
Oloriettfe^^eriirn a gim tixthis fliip ; Btft the Canada, pouring m a whole broad- 
fiile infd-thd GJorieufe, fo dreadful was the appearance to Captein Ikclis, h J o 
riw thy duft, tlu* timber, and fmoke, which flew to a great dift i i e 

thy C^e oppofito to that‘where (he ha^d rcfceived the blow, it fyemed as il 
the fhip (literally fpeakbig) had been blown out of the water, and as if tlic uholc 
m a milfe hAd been drive* to windward. 
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Plate XVIL fig. 9, A, B, C, The Fonnidable, Namur* antf 
Duke, after having cut the line, kept U{> a powerful ralaf^^e 
upon thefe (Itips of the rear divifion of the enemy, which he- 
tore had forced to leeward, and which are now going oSt before 
the wind, as at G. <- 

D, The rear qf the Britifh, under Sir S, Hodo, 
after the Admiral. . ' * 

F, The van of thOvBritifli, under the comuiaud of Admiral 

♦ 

Drake. 

G, The headmoft ihips of the rear divifion of the enensy, 
which were forced to leeward by the Fonnidable, &c. having 
got into a huddle, or group, were, for fofoe time, expofed to a 
cannonade fjxim three Xltips, the Formidable, the Namur, and the 
Duke ; when the whole of tb»s rear divifion of the French line, 
confifiing of the rear and part of the centre, now under die con- 
dud. of iVL Bouoainvili^e, as foon as the Britifo Vau had 
ftrefehed paft, p»it before the wind with all the fail that could be 
canied, efcaping through the gap, evidendy made in the Bridfo 
line, between the van and the attack made by the Fdrmidable ^ 
w hich part of the enemy’s Feet, for difiindson’s fake, |hall be 

ailed the northern divifion of flight, which w'as not purfued. 

F, The van of the enemy, firctchcMl paft the rear of thp Bri— 
tifh line, preparing to break into two d^ifton^ 

II, The middle divifion which mad^ to^ths? weft*. 


Plate XVm. fig. lo. So foort ad the van dwhlon 


m\ had flretcjhed paft the rear of ijj^e 
aw ciy, it broke iitto tw'o diyifioha ^ Oft% 
fteering weft, as at H, and whicli 
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; the other, taking a S. S. W. courfe, conn{iing of about 
^ 13 Hiips, and where Count liE Grasse was himlelf, 
making the fouthern divifion of flight, as at F, 

A, The Formidable, with part of the centre, putting about in 
of the enemy’s van. 

The rear of the Biitiih line putting about for the^pufflllf 
The iignal for the rear to clofo the centre ^ng toon af- 
tef made, both thule divifions, in purfuit of die fouthern divi¬ 
sion F, where Count de Grasse was himfolf; pafled to wind¬ 
ward of the middle divifion *of the ^|pniy H, without annoying it. 
C, The Britith van. 

' F, The Count i>e Grasse, with the fouthern divifion, fly¬ 
ing under every fail he could fet, purfue^ by the rear and part 
eyp BiO c^tre of die Bridth, and fleering a S.^S. W. courie. ft 

frod^fois divifion* of the enemy from which all the captures 
** ♦ 

were .ifterwards made.^ 

The middle divifion of the enemy fleering a'more wefterly 
cod^ ;• &nd, as they were not purfiied, they did not carry a prefs 
of foil> hut, repairing the damage they had received, Mraited fc«-, 
simfelsSitoie evenittg* after it was *dark, rejoined the fhips of 
divifion'Which had efcaped the purfuit. 
Bouo.viNVieee^ with the rear divifion of the enemy*, 
erc4fllkkK flit advancing to the weftward* 


fig- 2. Upon the breaking of the van divifion 
theYouthern divifion, which had at firft fleered to 
die as at K, foon afte^ards got witt their heads to 

as at 1?\ with die View of rejoining diek other di- 
forming »ew tine of battle to leeward, .Count 
jT r K k * 
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i>E GrasTxE making repeated fignals for that puipofc ; but foc- 
ifig, after every paiiis taken, thefc (ignuls without cJFect, and,, at 
the lame time, perceiving, if thia northerly courib was continu- 
Cil, that the line of the Britilh purlliit would thereby bfe much 
Ihortened, lie changed his dirc<ftion again, and is now, about two 
o'tiuck.in the afternoon, witii his Ihips heads to the S. S* \V. as ’ 

i • « 

% 

A and B, The centre and rear of the Britilh in purfuit of die 
foutheni divlfton of the enemy. 

C, 'The van of the Britilh, 

C.i, Tiie rear divilion of the enemy advancing ftUl farther to 
the weftward. 

H, 'J'he midclle divifioft of tlic enemy, nof being purfued, 
under an eaiy fiU repaired their damage. 

Plate XVIII. fig. 152. F, Tlie fouth^rn diAfion of the t icmy 
with their heads again to the northward, at fix o'clock, at ilin-fet, 
having nin through the dotted line of courfe 11 H, in which 
they were outfailcd, anti turned from their foutherly dire^Hon, 
by the Britilh Ihips in purfuit, as at A. 

During this purfuit, five Ihips were taken from the enijiny. ‘The 
Glorieufe havingdoft her malls by diij fire which ihe received in 
the morning, while ranging pall to windwj^rd, * llruck to the 
fleet at 12 o’clock, upon^ their bearing av^ay laigc for the purfuit. 
The Cielar ftruck to the Centaur at four o’clock.—^T’lie Hcd.or, 
at Iialf pall four, ftruck to thd Canada and Alcide.-—The' /^dent, 
a little after five,* %uck to the Bdliqueux and rrin^e V.(ijjii^^~ 
And the Ville de Paris, C6 i3i5t oe Grasse, 

f T ' ’ vV 4 ' A 
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about fuii-iet, 0-ruck to the Barfleiu* and Canada. At this time, 
CotJNT DE Grasse had ^>t alx>ve iive leagues to the wctlward 
and leeward of the field of battle j and, night immediately com¬ 
ing on,* Admh'al Rodney thought proper to give over further 
purfuit ^ 

Bv 


■* L.01UJ Rodmcv’a Narrative continueJ . 
t * Count DE CrRasse, in the Ville de Paris, having behaved^oft bravely, and 

* hU Affiip being entirely crippled, and three BritilK AdmirJrtS being very near hiip, 
\ fttvek Itis flag about ten minutes afier ihe fun had fct. Admiral R«>i5m.Y made 
‘ the figual for a night battle ^ butjooking about him, af»l obferving that, his jjtvi. 
‘ were greatly <lifpevfcd } that two of his 90 gun fliips were totally iiir;:blctl; lii. 
‘ own (the Formidable) greatly damaged; tliat his van. amt centre were nnu'l; 

* hurt $ that none of the prifoners from the captured fliips wore takiai out} that w 
‘ very dark night, of tv/elve howts; was come dh, ^hc tltouglit it moil prude; ir to 
‘ make fure of the vi<Slory,,and not run the rilk of a reverfc of fortune, or the 

* danger of a night battle, wherein his own fleet might reefivo more tUm.ige froni 

* one another than fronvthe fhips of the enemy j that, iiy mnnuig to IccVvavd in the 
' night^ the enemy might dccove him by ordering fomc erf' their frigate^ to J^oifi: 

* thtthghtB of their Admirals, and fteer a courfc to lead him (RoOnfvy) ?, diihjrcnt 
‘ courfe ffpm them j and as the night was extremely dark, being, the, llrft day of a 

* new^tnoon, they might have hauled their wind to the north, or to fhc fpvuh, witU- 

* outbfti^ Ccen; at fame time they moft carefully had hid all lights whatever. 
‘ TKe 'JStififli fleet, by putfuingj might have (bund their.felvcr. far to leew jrd In 

* the niorniifg, without a'poiEbility of their getting to windw-ard, by the cvlpplrd 

* cottdidoii they were in, .Thcfe c<||ft>ns, and his experience, of a night battl.'. In- 

* duced tho Admiral to fecurjs thcyi^lory, and not to hazard a revxrfc oi iortun^-. 

* He t^itrefore madcAhe fignahfor the Britifli fleet to bring to, on the flailH.aul 

* tack, tbch fo dark that one Chip coul^ imt fee ahutUer. liay-Ughr tire sn .\t moi :i- 

* ihg proved the wifdoni of that lignal, for nbtwhhltiu^i’ing it.was the duty tif 
Veviwy ihip-td-bbey-'lt, thirteen msk^c fail, yet not one of them fired a fltot, or 

* carht up eiiCiny. This was p ctruviticlng proof of what h..vi- 

* happeiwfjl had ^vIl0^e; jS^t'gj^ne to’.^pward,. and rtie cneaiy h;i<vc i. ,. ’. . 

* their -windy hoj only ilic'qap.t«r<kl Ihips might have bven rc-tuke:i, In i f..:..- 

* of the Btjitffh crippled been tak^. * , . ' 

■ ’ K \ a 
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By la; ying that thefe fliips of the enemy ffacuck to pardcular 
fliips of the r»ritifh, is meant only, that thofe of our ihip$ men-* 
tionctl weie engaging the prizes dole at the inHant of hauling 
down their colours, while the whole of the fleet was furr6unding 
them at the time, 

O, Montieiir Bougainville, with the rear divifioh of the 
advattccd now above ten leagues to th<S weftwayd imd to 
the leeward of the field of battle. 

i, 'I hc miadle divifion of the enemy, conflicting of (even rfltips, 
liaving waited for, rejoined the Ihips of the foutheru divifion^ 
which aftci wards effected an efcape 

lilNE 


» I.ORD RoDtiEir’s NARRATivfc rontinuffi. . 

« On the metning of the ' 13th, frigates were difpatched tso Sfc Chriflopliers 

* And Lull. itti, to fee if tiny of the enemy’s fliips had Iheltered thclinfelves So thoTe 

* ro.ids. Upon the report returned, that.none were there,hut thtit fomc Ihips had 
< paiVed thefe iflands iu^ a crippled flatc. Rear Admiral Hooti and bis dSviiion were 

* fcni to intercept fuch Qiipi as might go to the fouth fide of Porfo Rico and St 
‘ D* mingo, \^]'do Admiral Ror>s».v took care of the prizes and hia own (battered 

* thip'.i and, fo foou as he was en ibled to pyt his fquadron in a coVidftion. to bear 

* .i\\ 'j, he gbt to St IVmingo, where Admiral Itoon Toon joined him whh two 

* (»thtr encinv’s (hips of the hnc, which had been taken in the Mona t^i^ge. 

< O . •hr Biitiili fleet ariiving off Cape Tiberoon, the weft end of<St Domingo, 

* Ad' rill Icon wds/ent with a Ucct of 25 fail of the line to blockade the ifiaud 
‘ of bt Doming-^, wdiile Admiral Rooney himfelf bore aws^y fiw Penrt Royal, 

* J.,maira, with the prizes, and thofc of his llwgs which were moll lhattered, 

* with the view of having tlje•'whole put in repair. The (ptttfmy’a ihajttered (hips, 
‘ in the mean time, ma<Ie their efcape to jhe Havaima, jTom^^* America^ and 

* fomc even to France •, and the Brijtilh ficerj within a mVnt^E 

‘ d, ftoicd, jn\d manned. Thewan wa» go»« out of 

* going i and Admiral Rooney hinjfelf,* with the v^holo 
♦tnemy to Ameuca, was ready to leave Jamaica neict 

* 1*100 r ATived from. England, and took the cfimtiiiknd. * » - - ' 
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LINE OF battle of the BRITISH FLEET ^ 

{tho. Royai Qnk to /r/dm " Rot>Nrr 

^o,tA t/e ZiA of the Railed Jd tVo7nJT^n hZ> it the tartan d .ack\ 

"The dsHtAge Vfhuh thejhtps tn the van fujiamtd m the ^ 

that ibis otder^ thehtteJhould he revetjfd and Sia FuANt ttne^eftry 

t 9 t . *. _ m •/ * 


Sit^f 

Roy^l 
AUtti, 
Monugmi^ 
YamioiHtit 
g Vithant. 

Bai^iur. g 

AConaicb. 

Warrior, 

B« IKquciUf^ 
Centaur, 
Magnificent, 
Prince Willum, 

BcrlA rd, 

Ajax, 

K^otfr, 

Canada, 

St Atbanf, 
Kamur, 

Formidable, 

Duke. 

Agamemnon, 

Relofutioo, 

Prothee, 

Hercules, 

Amcr ca, 
Raildl, 

Prudent, 

lame. 

Anion, 

Torbtjr, 

Prince ficorge, 

Prinn ila. 




} 


dpmmamdert 

Ca^r Burnet, 

' Ba/no, 

> Bowen, 

- 

< Goodalf, 

J SHr B Hood, Bart.? * 

Oa|je Knigbt, ^ 

- RtynoMs, « 

> Sir Jain s Wallace, 

• SntherlafKl, 

Inirlciield, 

' Ltn/ce, 

- M'-dk n( >n. 

C Commodore AtB ck 
2 Cape Graces, 

—Charrington, ■• 

Gumarrique, 

—— ■ Hon W ComwaUis, 

—. Ill^fS, 

■ — " ■ Fanlbaw, 

^kir O B. Rodney, Commander in Chief, 
\Sv Cha Douglas, firft Captain, 

^Capt Bymons, 

L - -"*** ■! ord Cranfloun, , - 

—— Oardficr, » - - 

-CaMwcII. - • - 

■ '■■ ■ Dord Robert Manners, 
——Buckner, . - - 

~ .» ■ Savage, - . » 

' 8 Thumibn, - - « 

■ Saumajn.z, - - . 

Barkiay, » - - 

Barber, - . - 

SUIr, _ - - . 

■ Cidom, « - « 

’ Vk tlliams, 

f Francm B. Drake, SB| 

Capt KoatdiibuU, 

Balioiv,* 

Pruieott, « 

> C, rhomfon, 

' Comiib, 

Penny, 



I 


Gum 

74 

74 

74 

64 

74 

90 

74 

74 

64 

74 

74 

64 

74 

74 
*4 
74 « 
64 
90 


90 

r 

64 

74 

64 

74 

«4 

74 

64 

7* 

64 

74 

90 

70 


Conqueror, —. Baltour,* ... y 4 

Kun^b, >■ » ' Pruieott, # “ ^ • • ^4 

AIcim, — C. rhomfon, - - , *• 74 

Arrogant, — Comilb, • " 74 

Marlborough* Penny, - - - 74 

37 . o ^ • »704 

X DedoA the PsHdgtit suit swlh the fleet in the aftibn, . ^4 

'S6 • ^ 

* ,F R I G A *?•£ S. 

Cbampton, to reput. 

Zebra 
Airdto. 

Bndymain 

AUnn. * 



750 

750. 

soo 

600 

500 

600 

doo 

fioo 

500 

550 

fOO 

600 

750 

577 

floo 

fOO 

600 

600 

600 


*3 

*3 

5 

5 

7 

1 

xo 

1 

3 

XO 

9 

3 

7 

3 


3 

430 


jis tLe Afitom 
* Andmmache. 

Flora, to repeat Cgnals 
Alert 

Priton. 

10 Benqrdnie. to repeat fig«e» 


Liiaard 
I^a N) mph. 
Convert 
hottna*. 
bylnt. 


Iftt Pttjita tn tb» Atiue 
Plains 
Sa amander. • 
Germain 
BlaA 

10 Santa Monica 


39 

6r 

14 

*9 

K 

»9 

x% 

»3 

4J 

44 

4» 

»3 

3 


x6 

759 
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LIST OF THE FRENCH FLEET* 




Arrived with the Breft convoy, 


Joined at St KKts, 
Out of repair. 


S^a VtUe da Paiit, 
l.*Attgn(le, 

La X>uc de BoorfMae, 
Lo Lauguedite, 

Lit NeptoflA ^ ' 
he Zeb* 

JUa OtpiieoBK ' 

JUe C^ovetif - 
JUe Souwprin* f 
he MasMnime, , 

!«Otrfltr, » 

he Hector, > 

Phitoir, ^ •• . 

L.e Uvtculc*' “ 

he Eciplon, 

Camonna, > 

Lc Dauphin Riiytf, < ^ 
he MasniB(}ue 
he BoKugogoe, 
he JHea AUoi^ 
he Scepitie, •' - 

4, e NonlHoMaskod, 

La CompMieairi, „ 
to MarftUMb, 

Le lPajinil»,j. ' 
X^’Atdant, - 
^'l-vciUc,' 
lei'Ju;i»r, **• 

5. e fafirn, ' » 

lue ricr, arm4 eN ilate, 
X^c Miaotaor, dittos' 
Lc Brave, 
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, SIR O. B. RODNFY’S ENGAGEMENT. 


OBiJCRVATIONS 034^ THE BATTLES OF THE 9fII AND ISTH 

APRIL 1782, 

t, / 

In 'the coHflfe 0/ thefc Anions^ then ivUl he Jhumi a //- 

h^tathm oj' the Jollonvifig parlicuhts . • 

• 

1. The diffirulty which an enemy’s fleet will find in making 
an efta|>e to wiiuhvard. 

2. Tliat the crippling ctf Inme of his (hips will be a ncceffiry 
confeqwence of the cffoits made to cftc£l tliia clcape. 

3. That the prote.SBon given to Ihips crip’/lcjcl in conCeqvience 
of thefe efS:>rt8, as it was the canfc of bringing on the atlions of 
both Uic 9th a»^d 12th, and had nearly produced an action oit 
tlie lOth,-—will alfo be a caufc of bringing on an aOion on all 
future occafiQUb <»f the like nature, or in like rircuinllanccs. 

The attack made by the Britifh in the a£.tion of the nth, may 
be confidelrod as an e'>cample of the fimplr uttack, and (hows how 
little may be expected from any rcncountei" lietwccn two fleets 
cm tlie fame tack, wliou an attempt fliall be made from the lee- 

vV'adxk ’ 

Tho judicious movement made^by the Britiih fleet, lirom a 
northerly eourfe to a ioutheriy one, on the night between the 
l^th Jmd it flioVs the advantage that may be made by a 

:h^ge of withl/at tlxe fame time jCbows the Deceffity of attention 
fuch chai^s«^*. ’ I'ot it w.xs hy this means only that 
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the Bridfli fleet got within reacli of the ^ en^y on tlte monwng 
of the 12th April. 

The little lols fuflained by fleets, while ranging pall an enemy’s 
line, particularly cxemplifled in die cale of the leading (hip, the 
Marlborough, in this battle, as wcU as in others, tIz- the 
battles formerly mentioned,—the 27th d^uly 1778, the l^Jth'vahd 
I9ih May 1780 , —fufficiently and incoflftiroyerdbly (hould e^LabU^l^ 
how little be efle^ted by the rencounter of two adverie fleets 
palling on oppofitc tacks, without having fomethin^ morf im¬ 
portant in view than the fimply rfie€tiqg the fald pailage. 

hroin the facility with which the Formidab*e,i;he AdmiraVs Ihip, 
kept her wiad, and forced her pailage through the line of the ene¬ 
my, and the neceflary confcquence that the hea^dmoft £hips of the 
rear divifion muft |thereby be forced and .driven to leeward, 
lliouUl with certainty eftabliih, that breaking,or cutting an ene¬ 
my’s line, by aft attack Irom the leeward, is- not only a practicable 
manoeuvre, but a manoeuvre^ attended with little additional danger, 
or rilk of fhipping; and diat, with the fame facility, and with 
equal probability of fucceis, it might have been attempted, in for¬ 
mer rencounters, as already menttoned*. And although Ad¬ 
miral Rodney, in dither of his former rencounters of the 1.5th 
or 1 ‘Jth of May, had not then been convinced of the importance 
of this manoeuvre—^ftill, having been the^ fiift to put it in ex¬ 
ecution, as on this occafion of the* 12th April* he has acquired 
a name renowned over tlie whole world, as‘well as among his 

countrym^. 



* KfcppbL’8 uigdjjtnicm of the 271!! July 1778, two engage- 

meat& of the 1 5th and ii>tih May 1780. “ 
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countrymen, who mull ever remember this effenlial effort of fer- 
vice with the utmoft gratitude. 

Tlie glorious c<^nie<[uencc*9, from having cut and divided the 
enemy’s fine on this occafion, as they rnay l>e admitted to be il- 
luftrations * of the foregoing deinonArations, may alfo be admit¬ 
ted as a proof of what ought to be expelled in future on every 
ftmilar occation. 

hurry and prdcipitatlon with wliich the reaiodl^rlhm td' 
the enemy made their elcapc tliroiigh tlie gap in ■"tile Brithh line, 
as* it Ihewed their appreheiiiions, ihould alfo be a proof of the 
danger of their lituation. 

The cftbrL to efcape, made by the van divlfign of the enemy, 
as it confirms the general pofition, iheir dcfire of* evading a con- 
fliC. 1 , confirms alfo the idea of that fiipcrlority of Britifli fcamen, 
which fecnivS, indeed, to have been incorAeffible from the begin¬ 
ning of the whole aflliir to the end thereof. 

The manner by wdiich the van of the Britifli, was rendered al- 
mofl: without ■effe<i1:, ihews that the rear divifioii of the enemy, 
and not the van, ought to liave been the objea; of purfuit 

The proximity of the rear of the Britifli to the rear divifion 
of die enemy,’ Ihould fufilcieiitly point’ out the objedt of purfiiit 
they alfo fhould have chofcii. ^ 

Therefore the Britifli line, van and rear, not having been pre¬ 
pared to take advantage of their necelfary mutual proximity to the 

•'rear divifion of the enemy was a lofs. '‘■ 

Again, the rear divifion of tlie Britifli, by having been obliged 
to put about^fliip, iu purfuit of the van of* the enemy, already 

LI’,’ * got 

Vide Attack with the Centre, Part II. pages i8o, iSf, 182, and i?3. 



262 


NAVAL TACTICS. 


got Ibme number of miles' diftant, is a full confirmation of the hy- 
pothefis laid down, '^That the piirfuit of a rear divifion, cut oft’ 
from the van of an enemy’s fleet palling on contrary tacks, ought 
in general to be preferred. ' 

I The facility with which the rear of the Britifti came up 
with tlie flying van of the enemy, after conlideratioh had to all* 
tht* foregoing circumftances, without doubt fliews, that neither 
was thcx ? any inferiority of failing in thd Britilh fhips on *this 
occaflon. 


BATTLES 
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IIATTLE& BETWiJF.N THE EN^GLISH AND FRENCH SQUADRONS 

IN THE EAST INDIES, 1782. 


EXTRACTOR A lETTKR FROM fJIR EDWARn lU'CHES BART. X?* STEPHF.Ns, 

r>ATEI> ON BOARD 7 UE SUPFRBK, AT SEA, OFF THE COAST OK COROMAvnf.L, 
•4TH APRIl. 178.2. 

I SAILED on the .'Jlft of January from Trinconiale for Madras 
Road, in order to get a fupply of provilions and’ {lores, of bodi 
which the Ihips were then in want. 

On the 8th of February I anchored in^VIadrjis Road ; and the 
(ainc day received advice from Lord Macartney, the go¬ 
vernor of that place, that'a French Irpiadron, confiding of thirty 
fail of Ihips and velfels, was at anchor about twenty leagues to the 
northward of that port. In the afternoon of the Otli, Captain 
Aims,. in his Majefty’s fliip Monmouth, with the Hero, Ifis, and 
the armed tranfport Manilla, joined me in the road. I continued 
to ufe all poflible diligence in getting the ncccfiary {lores and 
provifions on board the Icvcral fliips, until the l.'Jtli of February, 
when tltc enemy’s fqnadron, confifting of 1 2 fail of line of battle 
fhips, 6 frigates, 8 large tranfphrts, and O captured veficis, came 
in fight to the northward. Handing for Madras Road ; and, about 
noOn, the fanae day, aiu-.hored about'four miles without the road. 
In the mean time, 1 placed his Majclly’s Ihips iix the moft advan¬ 
tageous manner to defend tlieinlclvcs, and the other fliips in ilic 
road, with fprings on their cables, .that they might Ining their 

L 1 2 * road- 
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ijroaillides to bear more efledlually on the enemy, iliould they 
attempt an attack. 

At four in the afternoon, the enemy weighed and flood to the 
ibmh\viii\I, when I immetUately made the hgnal to \v%igh, and 
Jlood alter them, having received on hoard a dctaehmeflt of 300 
oiHcers and men of his Majctly’s 98 th regiment, who were diC-* 
triljuicd to the Ihips of the fquadron that were cvoril manned. 

1 tlood' T/ith the Iqiiadron, as per margin to the fouthwaref all 
that night under an cafy fad ; and in the morjaing, at day-UgJif,. 
ft>und the enemy’s lliips had feparated in the night; their line 
of battle fhips and a frigate bearing'caft of me, diftant about four 
leagues, and 3 6 fail of their frigates and traniports bearing Ibuth- 
\vell, diHaiU about three leagues, and fleering a diredl coiirfe for 
l^ondicherry; on wliich 'I inflanriy made the fignal for a general 
ciiafe to tlie fouth-wefl,^ hi order, if poflibie, to* eome vp with and 
take their tranfports/ well kfiowiiig the enemy’s lino of batde 
Ihips would follow to prote<^ them all ih tlieir power, 

1 n tlie courfo of the chafe, our copper-rbottomed ihips came up- 
with, and captured fix fail of fiiips and veilels, five of wliich were 
Englifii, taken by the enemy, when to ilie northward of Madras, 
out of which I ordered tile Frenchmen to he taken, and tlie yef- 
iels to proceed, with their own crews, to Negapatam ; the fixth 
was the Laurifton, a tranfport, having on board many French 
oiBcers, and 300 men of tlie regiment of Lauiknne, and laden, 
with guns, ihot, powder, and other military ftofes. This fliip, lb. 
valuable to us, and of lb much coiiCequence^ to the enemy, was. 
taken by Captain Lumley of his Majefly’s fhip Ifis..^ 

• .• . ■ So. 

* Supt rbe, Exeter, Monirca, Hero, Worcefter, Burford, Mouniouth, Eagle, 
Ifi';, Seahorfe, Conibuttion. ' 
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So foon 48 Qiioray’s it[iiadrf>n di/covere<l my ititcntioii to 
tlu^r traiifpovts, they put before the ivind, and made a]l 
the fail tljcy could after me; and, by three oVk)ck iu tlie after¬ 
noon, four cji their beft fe-iUng line of liattle Ibips were got with¬ 
in two OfiP dirce miles of our Rernmoft Ihips ; and tl)e flnps in 
*cliale were very much fi>read, by the enemy’s Ihips they were 
c^aiing fteenng different courfes, fome to the foiith-caft, others 
tp the Ibuthy and fevfifal to tlie fouth-weft, I therefciC judged 
it ufiCcRiiry to make the fignal for the chafing fliips to join me, 
winch Uvey all did about feven o’clock in the evening j and [ 
contbiuod landing to tJie fouth-taft, under an eafy fail, all that 
night, the enemy’s fquadron in fight, and making many bg- 
uals. 

At day-light, in the morning of the l7th, the body of the ene¬ 
my’s fquadron bore nordi by caR of o|irs, diiiant about three 
league8> the weather very hazy, with light\winds and frapient 
fquidls, of fliort duration,; from tlie north nortb-eaR, the enemy 
crowding all the lliil they could tow'ards our Iquatlion. 

At fix in the morning, 1 made the fignal for our fquadron to 
form the line of battle ahead ; at 25 minutes paR eight, our line a- 
head being formed with great difficulty,’ from the want of wind, 
and frequent intervals of calms, I made the fignal for the Icad- 
Uig {hip to make the fame fail as the Admiral,’and made fail, 
formed in the line ahead, intending to weather tlie enemy, that 
I might engage them clofely. ' At ten, - the enemy’s fquadron 
having the advantage of tlie fciualls from the north north-eaR, 
{winch always reached them firR, aixl in confequence continued 
Ipngeft with them), npred us vci-5f fall; and I -made the figml 
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for oiir line to alter the courfe two points to leeward, the enemy 
then fleering down on the rear of our line, in an irregular double 
line abrcafl. At half pad noon, I made the fignal for our fqua- 
dron to form the line of battle abreaft, in order to draw tiic rear 
of our line clofer to the centre, and prevent the enbmy from 
breaking in on it, and attacking it when ieparated. 

At three in the afternoon, the enemy ftill pufhing on to our 
rear in a double line abread, I again altered my courfe in the 
line, in order to draw otir rear fliips dill clofer to the centre j and 
at forty niinutes after three, finding it iinpoffible to avoid the 
enemy’s attack, under all the difadvantages of little or no wind 
to work our fliips, and of being to leeward of them, I made fig- 
nal for our fqua^ron to form at once into the lino of battle a- 
head. At four, the Exe'ier (which 'was the demmod fhip in our 
roar, when formed in litie of. battle ahead, on the larboard tack), 
not being quite c!ofe;l to her fecond ahead, thiec of the enemy’s 
Ihips in their firft line bore right doiVn upon her, whild four 
more of their fecond line, headed by the Hero, in vMiich fhip 
M. SulTreiii had his flag, hauled along the outfide of the'fird line, 
towards our centre. ^ 

At live minutes pad four, the enemy’s three fhlps began their 
fire upon the Exeter, which was returned by her and her fecond 
alic.id. At ten uiiTiutcs pad f<nir, I made the fignal for battle ; and 
at twelve mimitcs pad, the aclion became general from our rear to 
(uir centre ; the commatuling dfip'of the enemy, with three others 
<.f tb.eir fecond line, leading down^to our centre, yet never at any 
;;;ne advancing/arthel* than ^)ppofitc to the Superbt, our centre 

fhip, 




ihip, ‘with little or no wiiul, and louie lieavy rain cliirin^^ the eu- 
gagemenr. 

Under thele circutnflances, tlio enemy brouglit eiglit of tlieiv 
Ixrft llupjfto die attack ot- live of <.)urs. As the van of our Jirie, 
conlifting* of tlie Monmouth, Kagle, Burford, and Worceftcr, 
•could not be brought into adiion without tacking on the enemy ; 
and although the jignal for that pni*pofe was at the maft-hoad 
reacly for hoifting, th^re was neither wind fulficient to enable 
them to tack, nor for the live ihips of'’our centre and rear, then 
engaged with the enemy, hard pred'ed, and much dilahloti in 
their mads, yards, tails, and .rigging, to follow them, without an 
alrnoft certainty of fcparaiing oiir van from our rear. 

At fix in the afternoon, a fi^uall of wind from the tbuth-eafl 
took our thips, and paid them round ahead on the enemy to the 
north-eaftward, whei> the engagement wj|is renewed by our five 
(hips, with great fpirit and alacrity, from out^arbriard guns; and 

at twenty-live minutes paft lix, juft before darl^ the enemy’s fliips 

• _ ^ 

engaged witli *ours, having vifibly fuffered fcverely, the wliolc of 
them hauled their wind, and ftood to the north-caft. 

At this time the Siipcrbc had loft her main-yard, lliot into two 
pieces in the flings, had five feet water iif her hold, which continued 
for fome time to gain on all her pumps, until feveral of the largeft 
ftiot-holes under water were plugged u]>, and neither brace nor 
bow-Unc left enlife; and the Exeter, reduced almoll to the llalc 
of a wreck, had made a fignai cf dlftrcls. . The other three Ihips 
in our rear, the Monarca, Ifis, and Hero, had fuffered lots, as the 
enemy's fire appeared plainly m be direifted principally againft the 
' Superbe and Exeter. 


DliSCRIP- 
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DESCRIPTION OP THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND 

BUITISII SC2UADRONS ON THE COAST OF COROMANDEL^ 

ITTII FEBRUARY 17S2, TAKEN FROM THE FO^tEGOINO 

LETTER. . . 

• » ' 

»3cr Edward I-Iughf.s having left Trlnbomat^ the Sift of Ja¬ 
nuary 17S2, came to an anchor in the road of Madras tlie 8th of 
February; and, the lame day, he received advice, that a Frenth 
Iquadron was at anchor about twenty leagues to the northward of 
that place ; and, all diligence being iifed irt getting the necelFary 
ftores aboard th^ feveral Ihlps, the enemy's Iquadron, on the 1 'Jth, 
came in fight from the northward ; and, at noon, anchored about 
four miles without the ^pad. In the mean time, the men of war 
were placed in the ^^oft advantageous pofturc of defence, with 
fprings on their cjfc-jles, that they might bring their broadftdes to 
bear more effe^ually on the enemy, iliould they attempt to make 
an attack. 

l^late XIX. fig. 1. TKe Britifh fquadron at anchor in the road 
of Madras, the 15th of February, at A, with Iprings on their ca¬ 
bles, prepared to receive any attack. 

F, The French Iquadron come to an anefeor likewife, the 
morning of that day, and about* four miles diftant, without the 
faid road ; but not finding it convenient to attack Sir Edward 
Hu OH Eg, as he was then fituated,* they got up the^r anchors that 
fame afternoon, •and ftood av^iy to the fouthward, Tire Britifti 

fquadrou 
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ftjii'.idroii foon after weighed, and ftood after them, carrying an 
eafy fail all the night; and, in the morning of the 16th, at day¬ 
light, the* enemy’s (hips having feparated during the night-time, 
the pofitions of the diirerent fleets lay as follows: 

B, The Briiifli ftpaatlron ftant’ii g to the fnitlrward. 

G, The enemy's line of Lnttlc fhips, fuppofud to be 1 ■?. in 
nuhiber, with one frigntc, bearing cart: from the Britifli fqnadron, 
and dirtant about four leagues. 

, H, The enemy’s tranijuirts and frigates, IGiail, hearing S. W., 
dirtant about four leagues, and making for Pondicherry. 

The Britifli fl^uadron being tl\us fituated between the enenry’s 
men of war and their tranfports, lignal for a general chafe to the 
fouth-weft was inftantly made, in the hopci of taking fomc of their 
tranfports, not doubting that their line of bhttlo fhips would fol¬ 
low and endeavour to protect them, lu Uie c\irfe of the purfuit, 
the copper-bottomed fhips came up with and captured lix of thele 
tranfports,; but by this means the Briiirti fquadron was much fe¬ 
parated. 

In tlie mean time, the enemy’s fquadron, fo foon as they per¬ 
ceived the danger their fleet of tranfports were in, having put 
before the wind, fbmc of their beft-failing coppered lliips had 
got within three dr four miles of the fternmort of the Britifh, 

about three o’clock? ill the afternoon •; upon, which, a fignal was 

made by Sir Edw.vrd Hughes for the chafing fhips to join 
the fquadron, ^which’thcy all did about fcvcn.o’clock in the even¬ 
ing, wdicu, afterwards, he continued, all the following night, 

M m ' ftauding 
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tlancling to tho lbuth~caft, under an eafy fail, as at C, while the 
enemy ftill kept in light, as at f, making many fignals. 

Pl.ite XIX. fig. 2, A, The Briliih Hjiiadron, on the iTth, at 
TO o’clock forenoon, cxtendc<I in a line of battle ahead, on the. 
larboard tack ; at this time the Ihips in the rear of the line were 
mo far aflern, particularly the Exeter, B, the lleminoR, occafibn- 
t‘u by the light irregular breezes of wind. 

The enemy h.aving the wind more conflant, fleering down 
on the rear of oiir line in an irregular double line abreaft, rmd 
iieailn.i.^ iis faft. 

o 


: :g. 3 . TIu; ihip B,* the Exeter, In the rear of the Britilh, 
v..in the irregularity ol^ the wind, continuing flill to be far fe- 
y n-vtcd ; :t half ai^hour pad noon, a lignel was made for the 
f'jnadroji to formaline of battle abreaft, as at A, to give an op- 
; '.ncuniiy i<.>r each ihip in bearing away, particularly tliofc in the 
oar, to clc'il* with the centre, as at the points CCC,.which, if 
,.:.onipli{!icd, would prevent F, the enemy, from taking the rear 
.:t a dil advantage, 

’n>e enemy, F, dill puihing on for the rear. At three in the 
.dtcriK oji, tlie tourfe of e.icli ihip in the lino v^as attempted to be 
dill farther changed, and wilh the intention to*draw the fliips in 
the rear ilill defer to thic centre, 'as from D to li. 

Elate XX. fig. 4, At 4.5 minutes pad three o’clock, hnding it 
irnpc ilible to av<dd the enemy’s attack, a iignal made for the 
Britilh kpi;idr<3}> to form at oi^e into the lino of battle ahead, as' 
at A. 

B, 



;u!'. V. s;-. c.ii'.'.s'f) un'caokment. 




7 1 


B, Tlic K'vvLlt, tliu n.-niJU'-jll (hipj not li.ivin;!; bc:*;i aMo to 
til .c wiili tiu: ihip ahead,— 

C>, 1 hrec t r tno enemy\s ihlp<; c*r ihoir lirll line l.)orc ru’;h*. 
down tfj attac’v her, vvJiilc Ibnr ilnps of tlicir fhccind lint*, litadcd 
l>y tlie Vi’ero !‘, in which diip Monliciir Sui-run *■; had his ila-i’-, 
hauled aloo"; tiur ouHitlo ot tlu.‘!e three (hips wliich wore 
on the 1 inlending to attack our centre, tlie vSiipcrljo vvilli 

her ft’couds, at A. 


Plate XX. (j;';, .7. O, i he ciiom)';-; tlireo fhips hci^an to lire on 
the Kxeter at tive minutes pall lour. 

B, '1 1)0 i'-voUr and Iki- Iv. on.d returning- the lire. 

1', 'Pile A.dmirars iliip, Mcaiiicur So rr ur ix,’\vith three olhef ' 
of the on^mv's iecond lino, havlin.^ led dow on our centres A. 
the engagement commenced from our roAr to centre about t‘2 mi- 
nutes artcM- lour. 

In this mimiici •Monficur Sufj-rein hao^it in Ids power to 
bring eight of his hell ihips to jnake an attack on live of tlie 
Britilh Only the wind at N. N. V.. 


pig. At fix o’clock in the Afternoon, the wind having 

changed, a fi[uali from the foiitli-cafl, as at Z, took our Ihips, 

and paid them liead round on the enemy to the iiorth-cali, 

viz. from the lirll pofition .A, to the politicn 13 ; that is, from a 

* * » • 

larboard lack to a ilarboard lack, when again the engagement 
w’as immediately begun vcith hclh fpirits from the llaiboard guns 
of our five 3hips. 



Fig. 7. At twenty-five - minutes paft fix, juft before it vraj. 
dark, the enemy’s fhipa wMcfi had been engaged having fuflered 
feverely, the whole of their fquadron hauled their wind, and 
ftood off to the north-eaft, as at F ; and the Britifh fejuadroa 
being on a contrary. tack, ftanding to the north-weft,' as at A, 
the two fleets were fbon leparated. 
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IJST of the BRITISH SC^ITAORON, 

•with the Ki^/tdy and mndedy in the 
Battle of the x^th February 1782. 


% 

XtttUed 

IVaund. 

Superbe, 

- - It' 

*5 

Eacter, 

Monarea, 

TO 

- - »■ 

45 

5 

Hero, 

9 

*7 

Worcefter, 

- - 0 

0 

Burlord, - 

- - » 0 

0 

Monmouth, 

- « - 0 

0 

Eagl^, 

- 0 

0 

Ifis, - 

- - t 

3 . 

Seahor/e - 

- - 0 

0* 

Combuftion, 

- - 0 

0 


3 » 

95 


OJ^ert K'JUd and IVtunJed. 

5upcfbe, Captain Stevens wounded (llnce dead). 

JLirutenantb Hughes and Ncweoinbe 
wounded. 

Exeter, Captain Reynolds killed. 

l<»utcnant Charles Joaes wounded. 


List' of the FRENCH SQUADRON 

now on the Coromandel Coefp and tf 
the Band Forces embarked in ity and 
the Fran/ports at the JMauritiut, the 
•jlli December lafl% and notv landed to 
join XIyi>uu Ali. 



Guut. 


JkTfi. 

I.’Hero, 

74 

CM. ». Suffiein. \ 
iChef D’Efvadre, \ 

6s5 

JLi’Oric-nt, 

74 

Cap. Dif Pallaiic, 

6 » 3 * 

D'Anniba), 

74 

'I'lonicliti, 

614 

],c Brilliant, > 

64 

St Felix, - 

stf* 

Jl. A J,i Jt, ™ 

64 

Bouvet, 

.516 

IjC Sevcie, 

64 

Sulticr, 

JJ 6 

I. c .Sphynx, 

J. 'Artefiin, 

64 

64 

^ Dochalrau, 

* l^Alandruts, 

5»6 

516 - 

Ec Vengcur, 

64 

b'orbin. 

5*6 

I.c Flamand, 

so 

De Quebervillc, 

430 

Efig. llaniiiSal,. - 

50 


TiISUATES. 




* 


a 


l.a I’lnvoycufe, 

50 

Cap. Du Oalle, 

400 

l.a Fine, 

40 

Ptrier de S.ilvcrr. 

400 

l.a Bcllona, , 

36 

Bov.'ii’d, illtJtiu-tr, 

l.a Subtile, 

%% 

l>c Bcanneu* 

140 ^ 

l.a Silpbide, 

iS 

- - “ 

200 

l.a Diiigvnu*, 

8 

- • - 

80 


FlOTLS AlfD TaANSFOKTS.a*-' 


l..a»infton. Bon Ami,- Maurepas Bri/cni, r»cux A- 
jnis, F»H3 Uimiue, St Anne, Doc dc Fufcjnji. 

Eamo Forcks. 


Regiment D’Auftrafie, - - t'S'/ 

• ■- - . ~ D'lle dc France, - - ?co 

Tic £.egkm de Juaufanne, - - 4,5 5 

Volontaitcs de Bourbon, ~ - J;t9 

liic Regiment d'Artillerie, - - -aoo- 

CTirtrcs of the lOands, - - * <5 7 

.‘'vpoys, “ - - “ At 


ZM7 


OBSER 
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K A A L TACTIC S. 


OBl.K llVATrONS ON TIIK BATTLE Ol'F TTfR COAST OF CORO- 

« 

MANDEL, 17TIJ FEBRUARY 17H2. 


/\s llic BritUli navy has hitherto afiorded To few examples of an 
iiiclinatitm to evade or avoid battle, our object haj; hitherto been . 
conliued to treat of the mode of attack only, not that of defencc- 
<)n tifis occalion, lunvcver, it iniin: be admitted, that M. Sirr- 
FRMiN, the commander of the iijuadroii of the encMny, has j^iven 
us fometbing jiew, not only by obliging Sir Edward FIugiies 
to act on tlio defenfivc, but by having, in his inallcrly fcamanlhip, 
attempted a change, and put in pradlice a new mode of attack 
frojn the windwhrdf lie is allb the firll of an enemy, for this 
century at leall, vfho will he allowed the honour to have made an 
attack upon a Britifli fquadron. 

In the courfe of this aclion, there will be fpund an illiiflration 

^ 4 

oj the following particulars : 

1 . That the fwift-failing vellels of the fqiiadroR in purluit were 
coming fall up with, and would have cut off, tlie flow-failing vef- 
fels of the fquadron endeavouring to make off. 

2 . 'lliat to prevent the.lofs of tbefe llow-iValing veflels, aiul to 

prote<S1t them fi'oni the enemy. Sir‘E dward IduouEs was in¬ 
duced to abide an engagement, which otherwifo he was inclined 
to Iiavc avoided. . * v 

u. That lyi. Sui'FREiTs’', by carr^dng down his fquadron in two 
divilioiisi fending thrC4;^of hii^‘headmoft fhips to force an attack 
upon two Ihips in the of tlie Britifh, at B, hg. 5 . Plate XX. ; 

bringing 




bringing vip the romainclcr of his fquadroii. in fupport of thcfe 
tJn-ce ; hauling paft tliein to wiiuhvarcl, fj as to attack, 

and cotifuiQ himfolf to the attack of the Ihitini centre, the Sii- 
perbe and Ijcr feconds, has put in pratlice a new mode; and it is 
^lib an iiludration of that mode which wc have formerly deint'ii- 
ftrated and endeavoured-to recommend. 


Though tlvj full efTenSt of tliis raiinirablc <li(j 3 ontion of attack 
made by M. Sun rkin, was in the end prevented, by the llrithh 
fq\jadron being l?rought round on the llaiboard tack, and thereby 
enabled to get all its ibijis into action bv the chancre the wiml 
made ; yel nothing but a confcioufaels of inferiority fomeh.ow in 
his feamen c.ui excufe M, Suh'rkin, or accouiujbr the retreat 
he made, nr why he drev/ olf his fuperiov number of /hips, 
after once having liad the merit of bringing up his fpiadrou to 
fo maflerly arul advantageous an attiick, where* in one place he 


had three fliips oppofed to one, and in another place had Ijrouglit 
five Ibips againll three ; and after having had the additional ad¬ 


vantage, ydicn the Bi'ittfh Hiips might have been much hurt by 
his raking fire, while they were forced, with tkeir heads round, 
by tlie change *1110 wind made in the hc^t of ^uSlion.. 
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:?1R RDWAUn HUGHES'S -EKCAGEMENT IN THE EA^T iS DIES 
WITH M. SUEFREIN, THE 12TH APRIE 1782. 


-EXTRACT OF A I.ETTER FROM SIR l-DWARD HUCHFS TO MR STEPHEKS, DATED 

• I 

ON BOARD THE SUPERBE, IN TRISCOMALE BAY, lOTH MAY 1782. 

In my lafl T ijric<mionc?d the jnn^ion of Iiis Majefty^s fhips Sul¬ 
tan and Magnaniine with the iquadron on the . 30 th of March. 
Both fhips were then very fickly, and mucli reduced hy tlie (cur- * 
vy ; but as 1 had* oiy board (he (quadroii a reinforcement of troops 
for this garrifon, and a quantity of military (tores,, I judged it 
mod for the public fci'^dce, cfpecially as I knew the enemy’s 
fquadron was to the foulhward, not to return to Madras to land 
the (ick and fcorbutic of thefe two (hips, hut to proceed dirc£lly 
for Trincomale, and there; to land the reinforcemeftt and 'military 
(tores, as well as the Tick of the Sultan and Magnaniine, without 
either feeking 9r fhunning the enemy. 

In purfuance of this refblution, I A<x)d wit^t the (quadron to 
the Toiithward ; and, on the 'Cth of April, fell in with a French 
(hip, la(t from Mauritius, having on board diq'tatches from France 
for their Commanders in Chief hy fea and 'land t^l^his (hip was 
-chafed on (l\or6^ an<l ‘burnt dear Trancjiiebar, the officers and men 
efcaping with the djlpatc4t.'s.» * 

I 3 n tlie 8ih, about nooi^ 1 came in (jglit of the enemy’s fqua- 

t cjron. 
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f 

^ fSx0tx; confiAing of 1 B fail, in the N. li. quarter ; and contimxcd 
;my courfe for tlxis place, oti the 9th, loth, and nth, tlie enemy 
jEUl^^iight} on tlie i ith, having made the coaft of Ceylon, a* 

to windward of Trincomalc, I bore away for that 
On J 2tli> at day-light, tljie pofition of the enemy’? ^ 
Cquadron bdaig altered by my bearing away, fo as to give them 
£be wind of ours, I ejifeovered tliein crowding all the fail they 
" could fet after us; and their copper-bottomed ftiips coming faft up 
^Ith fhips in our rear, I therefore determined to engage them. 

At nine in the forenoon, 1 made the lignal for the (hips in 
our fquadron to form the line of battle ahead on the ftarboard 
tack, at two cables length diftance from each other. Hic enemy 
then bearing N, by E. diftant about fix miles, and the wind at 
by E., they condnued mangeuvring their ftups, and chan^ng 
their pofitions in their line, till fifteen miijutce paft noon, when 
^ey bore away to engage us ; five (ail of thpir van ftretching a- 
tong to engage Uie foips <5f our van, and the other feven fail fteer- 
ing direaly on our centre (hips, the Superbe, the Monmouth her 
focond Idiead, and t^O Monarca her (ccond aftem. 

Al paft on9,.«i»e engagemeitt began in the van of both 
ffluii^rona, three mliWite* after I mufle the fignal for battle, ^le 
Erencb Admiral in the Hero, and his fecond aftem, the L’Orioni, 
bore down on tjie Superbe within^piftol-lhot. "I lie Hero con- 
, tinned her pofidon, g?xing and rpieiving a fevere fire 
‘ minutes ; and tWen'ftood on, greaUy da^ged, to attack the Mon¬ 
mouth, .at that time engaged with anolhw of the enemy a ftups, 
‘^^nakihg room for the ihips hr his psar to .tome pp to the attack 
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* 

of our centre, where the engagement was hotteft. At three, the 
Monmouth had her mizeu-maft fllot away, and, in a f<*vv mi¬ 
nutes after, her mdin-maft, and boro out of the Ufte tp loj^yrd* 
At foity minutes pafl: three, the wind unexpc^edly 
far noithcrly, without any fea^bree^e, and being careful noC^ to ^ 
entangle our {hips with the fliore, I made the fignal for the £qua- 
dron to wear, and haul their wind m line of battle, ahead, on 
the larboard tack, ftiil enga^ng enemy. At farty minutes 
paft live, being in fifteen fathom water, and apprehenfive left tl^e 
Monmouth might, in her difabled ftatc, drift too near the fhore, 

I made the fignal for the fquadroii to prepare to an< hor. At 
forty minutes paft fix, the enemy’s Iqttadron drew c^ff in great 
diforder to the cafiward, and the engagement ceafed j their Ad- 
mind having fhifted hi8‘flag from the Hero to the French fla- 
nibal, on account .of .Ahe Hero’s difabled and foon after 1 


anchored with the fquadron, the Superbe elede to the Monmouth, 
in order to repair our damages, W'hich, on board the. Superbe and 
Monmouth, vrerc very groat in the hulls, mafts, iails, and rigging ; 
and almoll all the fhips had fuffered confiderahly in their malls, 
fails, and rigging. ^ 

Much about diis time, the French frigate La Fine, being or¬ 
dered, I fuppofb, to tow and afiifi. their dfiliblcd Chip die Hero, 


fell on board h]» Majeily’s ihip the Ifis, and had aiffualiy finick 
hib colours CO her •, but taking advant^e of the darknefs of the 
light, and the ftate the Ifis was ip, juft dome out of aClioa, 
m which fhe had a number of men killed «and wounded, and 
^otherwife ill manned, ^tke firlgam clear cd* Ifis and tdeaped. 

An 
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An account of the officers ami men killed and wounded, ou 
board the feveral (hips of the iqiiadron, is herevvith eiido&d* 

Ou the luomhig of the l stfa, at day'-Hght, I found the ene¬ 
my’s iquadron had andborod about five miles without us, an 
uauch diforder and appaient diilrels, but they had lod no lower 

, Both fquadrons were bufily employed in repairiag damages, 

^ p 

drawing into order for defence, the enemy ieeming to apprehend 
ao attack from us; and I mylelf uncertain if .they would not ro- 
Aew the engagement in order to get hold of the Monmouth. 

In thefe fituatiom, boith iquadroiu coutimied at anchor till the 
19th, in the morning, when the enemy’s got Ji^nder ful with the 
Uud wind, and flood out to Tea cloie Imul^d ; and at noou tack¬ 
ed with the fea breeze, and llootl in foi» the body of our iqua* 
dron, as if witli intent to attack j but after coming within two 
miles of us, finding tis prepared to receive ihem^ they again 
tacked, and flood to the i^Clward by the wind j and I have not 
fince been able ta learn certainly where they are gone* Having 
refitted 'the Monmoudi in Uie bed manner our fituation would 

»i 

admit^ with ^ury, maitt, and mizen-mafls, I faded with his Ma- 
jefty’s iquadron for this place on the S2d, and anchored here on 
the evenwig of tlie fiwne day, immediately landing the reinforce¬ 
ment and mUitaty ftores defUned for the garrifotii aud the fick 
and wounded. ^ * 

#4 S'*! 

In this fituation .of thcTquadlbn and «te«» 1 thought it heft 
for his Mgyefty’s fervke, to rjemaan at here, and -to fet 

*id)outthe repairs of tjje huU^ mafts, aitd (Iggin^ qf the fevciui 

2 fhip , 
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HiipSy while the fick enjoy every benefit of frefh meat, vege¬ 
tables, actl wine, on fhore for thdr'recovery. 

I have the iaus&^lon to mfi>nn thmr Lordfhips, that 1 fhall 
be able to re-^maft the Monmou^ by the end of this month, hrom 
"*thc ipare {lores on board of the i^veral ihips; and that the dae- 
mage they fuilained In the hdk engagettient vdU be every way 
made good about that dme. 




Sf 




ABSTRACT OF THE OFFICERS AKI> MBK RltLSO AMD WOVKDED ON BOARD ' 

SRVSBAL AHJF9 OF T|fR Bl(£TZaH 9<tpADROM. , 


4 


• 

Killed. 

Wounded, 

Total, 

Superbe, - 

S9 

p6 

>55 

Exeter, 

- 4 

40 

•T*? 

Magnainime, - -* r 

• — 

7 

7 

Monmouth, - 

45 

102 

*47 

Monarca, - • - 

- . 7 

28 

35 

Worcefter, - - • 

- . 8 

' ?6 

34 

Burford, . t - » 

• S 

3<S 

4 a 

Kagle, - • » • 

- — 

22 « 

29 

Hero, - - " 

- 2 

»3 

*5 

SuUan, - “ » * 

- —■ 

*9 

9 

ifi8, -; • 

<5 

5* 

57 


——— 

■*— '" ■ 


« A 

, ^ *37 

430 . 
r 

S6j 


Alhong^ the killed weie the^c^witlg ^ 


Superbe, two l.teutenant 8 ,-mMaftcr. f , 

Idonmotuh, tdctftcnm ^jMsfines. ^ 

Worccfter, one ^n^enant. * y 

Burford, one licMtcnW not mendoiied. 
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tt 

DfiSCRIPIZION OF THE BATTLE'OFF CEYLON, THE l^TH OT 

APRIL 1782. 


J ' M** I 

% > • 

THE ITEEMCB SQtTADRON, C01IS1STIH<% OE TWEI.VE <HIPS AW COM- 

MAbided by m. soffrein j the British sQtjADRON, consisting; of eleven 
^ SHIPS an© frigates, COMMANDBO by sir EDWARD HOGMSS. 

Sir Edward Hughes, in his fetter of the loth May, acquaints 
us, that while lie was on his way down the cOa^ of Coromandel, 
from the northward to Trincomal^ Bay, he came In light of the 
enemy’s Iquadron, conflfting of 18 fdl, iA the north-eaft quarter, 
about noon, on the 8tli of April: That tie ^continued his courfe;* 
but the enemy following, kept in light of Wm during the 9th, 
Ipdi, and lidi; and havihg made the coaft of the ifland of Cey¬ 
lon on the i itli, about 13 leagues off Trincomale, he bore away 
for that {>lace. 

‘ X!)a the mcjming of the 12th of April, at day<^ight, perceiving 
diat the enemy had got the wind of liis Iquadron, by realbh of 
his bearing away during the night } and perceiving allb that, by 
crowding every fail, their copper-bottomed (hips were coming 
fall up with the Ihips in his rear, be* ther^ste came to the relb- 
lution to wait for*and engage liim. * . , 

At nine in the forenoon, a^ligna] was made for the BritiHi 
fquadron to form the Hue of battle ^ead| ^ the^ ftarboard'tack. 
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It two cables length diftance from each otlier; the enemy l>eing 
directly to tvindward, diftant about- fix miles, and the wind N. 

by E- . . . • 

The enemy continued maneeuvrlng their fhips, and changing 
their pofitions in the line, till fifteen minutes paft >noon, when 
they bore awiiy to engage us; five fwl of their van fbretching 
along to engage the fhips of our van, while the other fevcih fail 
llcered dire^ly on the ihlps of our centre- 

i 

Plate XXL fig. i. A, Th6 Brltilh iquadron on the (larbo^d 
** rack, ibrened in line of bottle ahead, at two cables ajflinder. 

P, The enemy xig^t to windwaisd, bearrig N. by dilbint 
iix miles, by doweling fml fall: coming on. 

m 

Fig. 2. B, The^van of the BntiSh, coikiifting of four ihips^ 

A, The centre,^ confifting of Biree fhips. 

C, The z^ear, confifBng of fotir 

G, The van of the enemy, confrlUing of five thips, ftretchbig 
along to engage the four fhips in the van of the BritUh.* 

F, The French Adixural^ with the other feven fhips of their 
line, flecmng dw:e<9dy cm to the cesitre of the B4tifh^ conlifUng of 
the Superbe and Irer two feconds, viz, the Monmouth ahead, and. 
the Monarca afftmn. 

Fig. 5. F, The Frencli Admiml in thr? 'Hero, with the L’Qri-; 
ent his iecond aftem, bearing to inJXw^ th^ It is faid 

the Hefio came widan pifteVfhot. 

‘ IIB, 
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. H JII, 7'ho otlK*!' itvc n>Jps of the enemy fupjx.j tiii^ the Hero 
in the attivek of tl^e centre. 

A, 7"Jie Bi'kilh Admir.'iJ, in the Superbe, receiving the fire of 
the Het‘ 0 , \vithin pijinl-lhot, as it is laid. 

Hv 7'he four fliips in the van of the Brltilli, fuilaining the at¬ 
tack front the live lail of the enemy. 

C, Tlie four fhips in. the rear of the Britilh which feem not to 
Iiave been miicli engaged. ' . 

The five fliips in the van of the enemy attacking the 
van. . " 

■ ' , . ’ I* 

Plate XXII. Fig. 4. F, SfiVFUEjft in the Herb, afrer having 
been greatly damaged by the fire of the Btitilh Admiral^ A, frotki 
on to tlte attack of the Monmouth, E, wHo was engaged with 
another of the feven fhips ; making room at'thp faine time for 
others of the lliips in his rear to get .up in' fupceffion to the at¬ 
tack of the centre, and where it is faid die engagement was the 
hotteft. 

C, The Monmouth, about' three o’clock frlUng out of the line, 
after having lofi; her mizen-maft and her main-maft. 

B, The four fhips in the van, fuRaining the attack from the 
five fhips of the enemy. 

Fig. .5. At forty minutes pad five, the wind unexpectedly 
continuing far northerly, without any profpe<a of a fea breeze, and 
careful therefore not to entangle our fhips with the fhore of C5ey- 
lon, Sir Edward Hughes made fignaj fot the.iquadron to 
wear and haul their winji in a line battle ahead oh the larboard 

j I ^ 1 I 

teck, die engagement continuing ail the while. 


' Af 
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At forty .minutes paft five, being in^ ^een ;fatlioms 
apprehenfive left tKe^ Monmoutl'i,. in th^ /difabled flate 
might near the ftiore, the fi^ai,v^a3 .inade.^ for the.f&jtffi'- 

dron to pr^^e to' come to an anchor. ! . • 

^^..forty mmvttes.paft fix,, the ;enjej|hy’s "Squadron drawing ^pfF to. 
the^^liwmxl in great diforder,' the engagehM^t 
FREIN, on account of the difabled of; hie: 

flag .fom that fhip-to die ■ '.v;^ 

A, Tiie ihips of .the in the .a£t of weaiip^J 

;ahd while expofed to a after haying 

quitted their ftarboard pofition^ fife :■ 

F, 'the enemy’s fquadron,.. 

W, The wind at north. . 


0 


Hg. 6. : The Brltlfii ihips having wbpe, and withdrawn to lee¬ 
ward, manner like the fyftein of defence already obfervcd to 
have often ,, been praitifed by the etiei^V, are qow with their 
heads'to the ei^at A.^ when the was renewed from the* 

larbo^d guns, and cpiitidtjed ali^s?5l§^,^ah, hpur ; but the apprehen- 
fipn of the hJdnnibutVs ;getfing: idlJi contkiuing, -the fig- 

nal was niade^lqc'jthe awhor. ,. v: , - 

F, *^1110 Fi*«epcH . 4 ^|h^al renew an attack; 

•li--' _ isjjli:' ill __‘ • 


■w*';- ■ ' ■ _■ •, • . *■ --7^7 

diforder to the palhyardr flarbdas^ pplfi^ 

tion, G G; but whether this v?as'e£re&^,by; ,we|inhg or tac^ng, 
die fquadron/is not nientraned. .. 


- •i'SSl. . ‘'’N .‘jr . . ■'•••f'-r.i. 


• .7. >X‘'A 







F, HUGHES’S ENGAGEMENT. 




liKMAHKA’TiLE EARTTCU LAU*; OF THE XJATTLE OFF CEYEOK, 

1‘JTII A ERIE 17J>2. 


1 UAT it \v;is Oil the llime day in which Lord Rq^ney foiigfit 
and beat Count dk Or ass e, in the battle between JDominica 
and Guadaloupe, in the Weft Indies, ilie oppofitc ipjartor o4* the 
globe. 

Tliat the protCiSlion of his* flow-faijing vefl’els, who were in 
danger of being overtaken by the fwift-failing veft'els of an enemy 
who had been in pnrfnit of his ftjuatlroa ft)r four days, w'as the 
reafon which induced Sir Edward lliTi;iii.:s to ;’.bide an ea- 
gagement, whicb olhcrvviic (in this cafe as ^ycll^as iu his Ibrmer 
battle) be was inclined to have avoided ; and^it fnihciently illul- 
trates the dlhiculty and dagger, not to lay impra<Stioubilii)‘,. of a 
fleet making off to leeward, r4S has been before de^mraiftraied, 

M. Surf REIN not having had the hoped for i’uccefs in the at¬ 
tack upon the .rear of the Britllh fquadron the 17t1i February, his 
attempt upon the van, equally well concerted on this occafion^ 
evidently proves him to be an ofticer of genius and great ciiter- 
prife, 

, If M. SuFFREiN lead ,wind enoqgh firft to bring down the van 
of his fleet to thc'atJack of the Brilifti, add afterwards to bring 
up the rear divilion to fupport it,‘ oven within piftol ihot of the 
Britilh centre ; and if the fliips in the* Brltiflr rear., could not in 
time get up to annoy a c/ippled engmy, this the niore paiticniarly 

Go ** lUuilratcs 
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T^nUratcs the pr«.jv.-kty aiiJ pra^^ttcJl:)iHty of ii}> ailti 

».:hLC\i*og lli ' wf'.v.ilo, i'T a!iy parr a foiv;-, a -jiiitf a I'inaller 
of the fore.;' of <>11 (jociny ; and diat the effect oiie;hl to have 
jiin'M'ic.it coriffqiiet.ccs, hi h;Ul]t,s at lea, as well as ia battles at. 
Ian,'.!. 

r>ut at the iamc time' tliat it proves the above*, it alto proves 

Uih, tJnit tlanigh the BritUlL ftpindron wais at iirll iucliaeil to ayoitl 

bittie, ytt ihofe fb?T<s wldcli vccrc attached, being once* engaged, 

piO cation to onit the* fiCL-ld to a ftipcrior force, or to 

y * t- 

e;iv ' roam to the frelh Ihips ailern, e^veii ihouglv dicy .could have 

y;c,r np to th.-lr aniil nice*. • 

'I'he appre'lic.nriv>u of the ehiriger of a lec-dioiv, thoue^h it may 

' ..v iii'e- Si it A leD t'nr w'cnring ^vith hi.s fquadron while uii- 

d,.r the .‘track;, and iu'dio I'ace of the ejiieiny, as in iig. . 5 . • and 

tha ijgli he- r-wtiewed the aclion on the contrary tack, as in fig. (>, ; 

\ ct tla; cneiiiy fi'y, {ay inaiiv Briiillt c<nninaiiders on tlie 

f l,, ocs -.hon li.ivc f'h! * *f tlie'enemy), that Si u Foward vras ])eat, 

« 

,is his ihjti liad heon i;<^inpletc'ly drivt'n out 01 their iirlV line. 

do vdiich il will ht* anheerc'd : If Sir Kd\v\ri>, frointhe*im*- 
r-'icfiiu ■' d.ancer of a k*e-iKfa'c ‘k was forced to this niarux'uvre* ot 
wn aiiig, lie ditl tlicivby re'uew his lire of battle in flrong pobtion 
to locward, and in the Iblf-lanve manner which the* French fleets hav'a 
vioQC on eve'Vv'forme*r occafiori, wliencver they have l*cen attacked 
i.oni tlio windvvarvl; and, c.s'it w'as in M. Surf RE in’s option, and 
he di<l nor t/fink il fit to come down and rcn9vv»thc action, it may 
be admlrte'd th.il tliis may lie calluiii a drawn l^att’e. But in another 
view, h' it ivS couliduved th:\t llte* Britilh lipiadron eamc to an 

• anchor 


of Ccyloji. 
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ancjior on tno I'jw:, iJicy kept poill?];. - oi {].c flvld t-i' 

jnd ? }. fbv-M Ki:)ibirly drew off Isi •. ; by rhe- o- 

v/nr, tf^o vklr-rv be adjiidjcvl t<> Srw Lj^'.vARD Hno’.'is, 

ibe lirliiib AdmiiMl, A'^.vuj, to t'cii'i ii to b b Si.‘ : i t« l . fiiii 
Kiltie, tb:it ot live 17th i ebniary : Uv the IhlLilh UjiusJit i* pnL- 
tiii}^ about theu* i'liips .lieutls ro die cnc;ny, :v'ul tlicreby i'>.-cbnj; 
hint to go oh’ wlien hf n-.iglit have continiieil the engageaKi.l ; 
die vicilory, therefore, on tlii; occalion, allb <jng!il to ];e dctei- 
indued fbi* ihe Ihiiith hpuKlron. 

In conlidcring th*' oovver of cannon iiv. t, ;ind t>nnging lo oiu 
recoile<ilj<an die iiitlc *. ^lec^ toe^orinicK ol a eanra^navie, afni' hav¬ 
ing been kepi up ^'>r ;sbo\'e tliree hour ;, we e.nun l help vemark-- 
ing, on •'his i jbo •, ffie c’.nnonaJe, of if'nc minutes duiMtion 
fMily, v'bi'-'h to iinijh d'kibled the llei'o,^*i»h Si; i i 'r k j y llup». 
Her oi->r." cni, the'.Superl-ie, the luitifh jXduiii.d, duiin;i vhe en¬ 
gage iU‘’-■>'> had ."*■» rjwn kille'!.! ;ind iJfi j *iud lb'.> ;Vhjii-- 

moiitli, tier focoad, : 7 raea killed and 1 O~ wounded. 
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I, Rhymes ok art; or, Thb Remon- I 

STKANCE OF A PainTer*. iti Two Paris. With 
Notes, and a Preface, including Striciiircb on tlie 
Stfte of the Arts, Criticism, .Patronage, and Public • 
Taste. iJy Martik Archer Shee, Esq. U. A. 
Third Editio^, corrected. Sinall Bvo. 7s. ^ 

HIE LIFE and WHl'l'lNGS of MICITEf. J 
ANCJELO BUONARROTI, comprising his Poclry 1 i 
and letters; ^^ntaiuing also a critical Dis<niisitioiiou > i 
his Merit as a Painter, a Sculptor, an Architect, and 1 
a Poet. By R. Duppa, Esq. The uoik is orna- 
mciiled with a Portrait of Michel Angelo, by Barlo- 
iwzi, Fac-similcs of liis Hand-writing, OoUinesof the 
Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, and his principal Com¬ 
positions in Sculpture and Painting. 4to. .4'2. 2s. 

3. AN ESSAY ON THE MERITS OF Mien FT. 

ANGELO, as a Painter, illustrated by Twelve Ilea«ls 
from the Last Judgment in tJjf Sistine Chapel, H;ace<l 
from the original Picture, and engraved of the same 
si^c, under the A uthor’H.Oi ruction: to which is added, 
the whole oomposilion on a small scale by Bartolo//.i, 
and a Bust of Michel Angelo by the same Artist, 
from an original firon/e in the Capitol. By h. 
DuepA, Allu'iJoho, J-’l. 4s. 

4 . A COMPANION WORK to the above, from 

Raffarelo; comprehendi ng a Life oft hat cclehi aled 
Painter, with a selection of Twelve Hpads tiaced from 
the original Fresco Pictures in the ^■aVican, and en- 
gt aved of/tlie same si/c, to illustrate his «.■! 

Drawin/ and breadth of f’hiv ^uro in those 
Works/aiid to shew their Miperiority in comparison 
with hA Oil Pictures, and nioue particularly of such 
as commonly passed under his name, no othciwisfcl 
autlifnticated, than by the dry and hard style of ex¬ 
ecution. By R. Oopi'A. F:8q. Atlas (oho; .ta. is. 

^ • 

5. GEMS. SELECTED FROM THE AN¬ 

TIQUE, with Illustrations. By R. Dagtey, l>q. 
This Volume .wntains'Two-and-twenty higlfly fiinshcd 
Eugravmgs. 4to. 11s. fid. 


C. ORIENTAL TALES, translaterl into English 
Verse. By J. Hufp.ser, Estj. R. A. With a Plate, 
after a design of Mr. Lascelles Uoppucr. Second 
Edition. Small 8vo. 7s. hoards. 

7. NAKKATIVE POEMS, or Love Talks. 
Coiisititing of, 'The Carder and the Carrier, or the 
Poisonous Plant, from Boccaccio; (.‘ominge, or an 
Adventure in the Abbey of I^aTrappe; A lale ad¬ 
dressed to a Sybarite, including Advice to a Beauty. 
By 1. D’Jsraf Li. 4s. 

8. THE POEMS 0F..OSSIAN, Iranslaled by 
James MacfiU'-rson, Esq. To which is prefixed 
Three Dissert a'tons, by Dr. Blaik and others, A 
New Edition^ with a Portrait of Maepherson and 
Eleven .;ippropr]ate Engiavings from Designs by 
Singiclyh, vety handsomely printed in Throe Vo¬ 
lumes, small 8vo. »fl. Is. 

p. the poetical works of hector 

! MAt'NIEL, Esq. containing Scotland’s Scaith ; 
or,the Jli-.tory of Wii.L andJEAN, Ac, \\ ith a Por¬ 
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Designs by Slothard. A New Edition, corrected 
and enl:*-ged. Two Volumes 12mo, I2s. 

10. I.ONDON CBIES; or Pictures of Tu¬ 
mult, AND Distress: A Poem, with Notrt, chie-fly 
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is added. The Hall of Pedawfry. Small Bvo. 48. 
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mory of ihAl . immortal hero, who fell in the 
Battlk of 'Trafalgar, Oct. 21, 180j. A Poem. 
'410. 2s. <id. 

' i«J ARMINE AND ELVIRA, a Legendary Tale. 
With other Poems. 11/ Edmund Cartwright, 
f)*. IL Iiyicrihed to her <.ir.ice the Duchess of Bed¬ 
ford. *Ni nth Edition. Sinall 8vo. witli a Plate, 5s. 

* iyf. THE POETICAL WORKS’of J. Bidlake, 
A. B. Chaplaiu to IIU Royal Highness the Duke of 
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Clarcncr, aiui Masl«*r of the Grammar School, Ply¬ 
mouth. Si-.coNii Kditioii. Crowtt Svo. with Two 
Kiigia\iii<;s by HoutJi. 7s. till. 

14. BICKLKIGll A’AI.E; with other Poems. By 
Natiia.viei, IIow’akd. With two Plates, engraved 
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the must beautiful !:iccnery iti Devonshire. Small Svu. 
is. 

15. IlFRODOTf'S. Translated from the Creek, 

with Notes, by tlic Rev. Wii.i .iam ntLOF., With 
a Map of lower Egypt, anr.ieiit and modern, copied 
(by pelmissioo) from Major Renmkm.’s Ceogra- 
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Review of the Si olt ish 1 listory’previous to tb:d Period, 
and an Appendix containing original Papei-s. By 
the .same .Author. 'I'liree Volumes, Svo. ISs. 

The same Work in 'I'ln-ee Pocket \ ohime-!, with 
Plates, on fme Paper, .'2s.; on common, Ts. 6d. in 
boards. 
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19. 'fHF. HISTORY OFAMERICW. Illustrated 

with Maps. By the same Author. Four Vuiumes, 
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The same Work in Thri-e Pocket Vokimc^ with 
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20. AN TITSTORICAE DISQUISITION Von- 
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prior to the Discovery of the Passage to it by the 


Cape of Good Hope. With an Appendix, cont,Vming 
Observations on the Civil Policy—the Laws and. Ju¬ 
dicial Pfocceilings-i—the Arts—the Sciences—and re¬ 
ligious Institutions of the Indians. By the same Au¬ 
thor. Svo. 7s. 

'I'hc same Work in Royid Svo. 10s. Od. 

The same Work in a Pocket Volume, on line Pa¬ 
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21. DR. ROBEirrSON’s HISTORIES complete 
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^'3. 13$. in boards. 

22. VHEHIS IORY OF ENGLAND. from4iie 

Invasinn of Julius Cxs.u-, to the UevnUitiorein Ff).-iS. 
By David Humk, Esq. In Eight Volumes, Svo. 
illustrated with Plates. liis. * 

'I'hc same Work in Eight Volumes, Royal Poper, 
, =£T. 4s. 

'23. 1 HEHlSTORYofthcORKNEYISLANDS. 

in wliich is conipo liemled an Account of iluir Pri*- 
si lit as well as flicir Anci*-iil Stale; together witli (hij 
Atlvaniagc they |>osscss for several Brani'lu.$"or In¬ 
dustry, and the Means by whir-h they may he im¬ 
proved, By Iho Rev. fJi.oinjv Bvriiy, D. D. Mi¬ 
nister of Sliapiii .hay. A New Edltiiin, with ii'>;cs 
-.iipplemental and i-splaiiatoiy. By tlie Rev, )ami..i 
HeADKii'k.. Illustrated with a large and aeciirate 
\inp of the Islands, aiii.'»*vith I’lales of the most in. 
tcre$ting<Jbjeclswliitlitliey contain 4to. tl. 11$. fid. 

'?!■. A TOUR IN AMERICA, in 1798. 

ISnO; exhibiting Sjketclies »>f Sqcielj and M.iimers, 
Anecdotes of Washington, 'from pe»-..iua! y\e- 
ipiaiiilancc, and .i mon* Hue an., inlerestjii '.i-coiiiit 
of the St.ati’ of AgriciiUiire in jVjiierica than 1ms j'si- 
therltv been ilctailed. By Rix:u.\kij Pakkix.son, 

late of Baltimore. In'I'wo Volumes 8vo. J5s. 

• 

2.5. PlC'l’URESQUE EXCURSIONS in Devon- 
sliirb and Cornwall ; embellished with.'l'wnty-eight 
Plates, de-criptlvisof the most interesting VN^.yvs, Iroin 
Drawings made on the Spot. By T. H. WhAliam.s. 

, Elegantly printed in ^arge Ovo. ' 

26. ITIE GAZETl'EER OF SCO'FLAN D-. con- 
taiiiing a purticular and concise Description of the 
Counties, Parishes, Isiaiids, Ciiios, Towns, VilHgcv, 
Lakes, Rivers, Mountains, Valleys, Aec. of that king¬ 
dom. With an Account of the Political Constilution, 
History,’ Extent, Boundaries, State -of Ag'iicuUure, 
Population, Natutal History, Buildings, Seats of the 
Nobility ;R)d Gentry, Roads, Sidf .Illustrated witli an 
elegant Map. Svo. lOs. 6d. 'I 



27. PICTUB E OF EDINIil.’’llGH; cojitaining a 
IlMory and Oc!»crij.»tion of ibe. ^'4ty, Nvi.n a patt'c n- 
iai Actoiiiii offv<Ty remarkable'in, or 1 
blisliineut <onnecloil with, llu* Scoli.i.'.li 
Bv J. St AUK. (Iliist lilted with a I'l.m, and iip\s,i d, 
of'^J hirly ICngraviiigT oil \\ ood. Ibiiu). 

2S. AN ACCOUNT OF 'IMF I.il i. AM) 
WUriJNGS OF JAMES BEVI I IF. I.I.. U. I.iw 
Vroles'tor of Moral rinlosoiil^ and ui llu- .M •- 

rcsclial College and Utiivci'-ity of Aberdeen. Iiu lii- 
ding iiiiiny of hi*. Original l.cUei"j. Hy Sir M 11 mam 
l-'oKBh'!, of JPitsligo, Bart, one of (he E\itTitors oi 
Ur. Bcdttie, With a Portrait of the Aulhor, .eu' 
various fac-siniil^s. IJ.ind'.oiiK'ly priiiti-il bj the 
Ba t. 1 . ANTYNKs of Etlinbuigh, Two \ oluinei.^ Ko. 
J.'2* yjs. 6d. 

2 !C BIOGB APIIIA SCOTICA; or. a Srollbh 
Biographical Uietionar) ; containing a short Account 
of the; Lives and Wiitings of the most eniinent Per¬ 
sons and remarkable Characters, Nali\rs of Sroiland. 
from the earliest Ages to the jiresent Time. 1>\ J. 
Si AitK. In a ucataud ciobcly printed Volume. iSmo. 
5s. . 


lion materially altered aod enlarged. In "i hree vu v 
eeady printed Volume's, sniall Svo. with flloveu 
I’i.itis, after Design*by i)AGLKV. jCI. Is. 

I de-i-. n ..I 111 ,. Wui i-., svh * li iii tliii new rdilinn is < fin- 
s'Ii-r.’hly s-hI.it '. 1 jncl in .it i i. ily improeeit, is to ej.ii<bit a 

c I, • ii‘. i*. ii til i'citriif IKs|>^cii|aiioiU in and 

V iim n < *Aj' .iiditt* tn thittRtcnaiu «• tha 

J It 1, '2 i ht s ' I’pf'v .1. s' dtspl.iyco III ihe v?11 )ih chai.icit'is of 
> 1 ^ 1 ' VI (t I, M I- I \v:i\ ii Cl v vn. So wr i i nr !i C at« 

* > ► I‘ V s f IF r J.i ■'r.,F % VI •. 11, N \ ( r r Ai.IiT V, Cn 

Ml Co VO I ■ I r ,, I’; w » i Ln. M. r.i A I -SI's, Th i« 

I o . opllir .\1 A *1 S ..•» V *’1 . I '• Wl K •», A l» I 8<0 U 5, Crt I. * I c- 
'• )U!» f i" litiCf •, I'. 1 ' ! i.» ii^i ^. ’i>i Ui'lmr 0)< Kf I u>sj 

t»l i?u f.c.iiiR'i, ;iDil lilt* nuotcri ii' int k-i tliry -‘m t^ntf 

.”1 jiln r. Auh'D^ thf* Cit ulmis .huJ K< < rC‘.iti »n^. M'liifni oi' 
iuiuouKiJ .11 I uiiMtiii and P.Uiv, iv dir w'M, on the anilioi i* 
l.sv, lii.iU', III lh«; pii'sCiu liulr. ]»hilo5>ojiiiif dl nivo m iv he 

[ I o»]it' • «I, not oi t »i''r,s inakiiu; * \V iih tl»f Mcnuui s ol » IV i - 
.<»n.i'.j< >1 s'! moil i-xtiaorditiary iiati'u* tlt.i]) lias c«( I v < 
iiitiitlffl i>i .iiKV.i'fitic Ml* liriiutnis hist-ay. riu'wltar • .iiv« 
[M-."d with MdiK lent «uiidimont m] v>il<ind imi ni>t 

loij IlMC li! 

31. TrTF.MlNIATlT{i;.lieingaC'oIle.d..noi Fs- 
Says upon the most intei eating >nlij''C t-, upon I lie I'Liii 
of “ Microcosm.” J>_\ (7ei,tlemeii at I'.ton College, 

Inscntieil, bj Permission, to tlie llev. l)i. tiood.dl, 
lleiiil Master vif the College. Sk'o.no F.iliLion, 
In'lwu neatly piiiited \*ohyne., i.iiuil Kio. !.'• 
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• 30 . MEMOIRS OF MARMONTEI-; writi^-n hy 
hiins.cif. (.lontaiiiiiig his Liteiary and Politic al Liie, 
and \i.eeilotes c»f the jniiu-ipal CliAraeteis of the 
j'.ii’'1'teeiilh t'c'iilm V, ineliiiling tiu'sc* ol \ oK.n'e. 
liciiis.i’au. JD'AlenitjciI, DidMoi, Cauimal M.. n;, , 
jMaclanie Pc'iii]>adoui‘, the' Duke of Ciiui'’* ul, ijie 
Maiesihal cle Itichetien, the Aiaresehal cle ."s ise, k -'n' 
cliuai Piernis, I.oid \lbeni.ii1e, the Prince of haimil/. 
Duke of Bruii->i\if K, t^almne, Neeker, tlic Comte 
D'litois, the I.'.le Quecii of I'Vatfee, the (viiig ol 
Sweden, i'','e. «Vr. Sr.C'uNi' l‘.ihllon, I'olll V ollliiie.s, 
12nu>. «tl. lb. »* • 


.11. 'HIE DL’Ci 


’Ci\;.''.s 


ol 


T.A VAI.LIF.UF., .nn 
Historical Romanci'^ exliihiting the more particular 
Circiniibtaners of the- l.iK!'. and CitAiiAe rm ot tins 
CK (.bURATEU Alib TRESS ft Li.wys the toiTC- 
teenth; Utigetlier with various Aiu'cdoteb ol that 
gay and ^luptuous Coiu’t- By.the Couwriftb«OK 
GENLib^^Fwo Volunuis, l‘2ino. Ur. * 

32. l/oMANCES. Consi'Ung of i^ejiioiin and 
I.cila, llu; Arabian Petrarch and Laura; la>ve .md 
Iliinidity, a Romance; tlio Ixivcib, or the (!>n;;in 


of tl»e Fine Arts; 'I'he l);uigiiie 
inance. Seconu EdiWbn, By 
'with a Plate. 4s, 


morhrii Ito» 
I. L)'I bit ACL*!. U’mo. 


33. FUM-Fl,y\MS' or. The T.iH' ANttERHoRs 
OF MY Uncle .\nt> his Frm nus! A I.ittraiy l\o- 
mancc. With Illustiuiions and Obscurities.^By >l<'- 
sicurs Tag> Rag, and Bor Tail. A Ni-w Ldi- 


LrrF.R.V4fY MPiCF.Ll.ANMl.S; eonii tmg 

of I•.S•.; 1 ^•S on *iie lollowmg hulijcil.; .A ii,'. ,Kile,; 
M i*ccll.u^‘.* ; P^jlc.so;, of \ ri ; Style; lli luiu.il 
f ii..i,!<Vis; (.;! > 11 1 in .-.1 II'.n lOii' ol *■. .'Ill;<• , Pi e- 
tiic 1 ; Di.ii; . i'-W-l o oapiiand b-l li.ir.K b I ■ ; 

Cli.mr" I (if Di nn.i til • Ci'ilu : 1 vidiiion ni '' I’lii- 
, i'oeui .d ‘ )pn-( ida ; “ Tfie l•'l:h.;btelu■ll I’nb- 
lic” .lud “ I he \.;eof Ue.ioii;” I.iii-nscis ol the 
I'll*.; B ...'i';;; I’oekual F.vpressioii, habitii.il ing 
f>iii*el\i-s'o .1 I imlo iili’. d I’m-ml; LiU iaiy Ceiniib; 
l.iltT.’.r' liidu.*Hy ; Iiie lidl'.ieiice of 11 .1 Female ('(la- 
laeler iii*‘i-’..lies anil Ucligmii; the .\lli;mee between 
Love .'I'd Keigiioii. By 1. D’hiit AkLi. Secomj Edi¬ 
tion, 1'Jnio. lb. ii'il. 

ur. AN K.SSAY ON’TIJE MAN X EPS AND 
OEN-H S OF riJE I.l lKBAin CH.\K\C PER. 
lA>nfl*nlb; t>i Literary Men; Of Auiiiors; Men of 
Letters; On sJlini' Ch.ir.icleristics of .i Yoiitli of (Je- 
niiis; Of r.iieiarc Solitinh:; On the Mc;di tat ions and 
t'oiiceiNatmiis ol .Men of Ceniu!-: Mi'* of Ceniu.i li- 
mileil,ir„lheii \ijr. Some Obsei valion . respceliiig the 
Infnmilie.* and Detects irt* M' n o( (.eiiiub; t)l I.ile- 
larT Fiiemlsiiips and I'.iimiii* •; Mu' t.bariu Icis ot 
V\ iilcfc iiot*disto\erabli- in their Writings; Of Ntinu: 
piivate Adsanlage* whieh induce Men of Ix-tteis to 
tK-ei^ifto Author..; Ol the irtility ol A-ithors to b>_di- 
vidm.l- ; Of the Political Inllnenceof Authors; On an 
Aeadeniy ot Polite I.ileratiR^ PciiMonb, »pd Prizes. 
By l.*U'lsH.\EH. l2mo. 4s. 



51. A BRIEF ACCOT^NT of the SUBVERSrON 
of ihc papal GOVKKNMEN P, 1798. With a 
hiigt: and accurate Map oftlir Ecclesiastical htate, a 
Plan of Ktune, a Meilallion of the Pope, and some 
oilier illiistratixe I’latcs. By Richard Do t'VA, Es«j. 
Second Edition, svo. 7s. 


44. A NEW SYSTEM OF DOMESTIC COOK¬ 
ERY, formed ut^^Principles of Economy, and 

adapted to tlie CwTof Private .. 'In wludt 

are jirefixcd, Misr-ellaneixis OLiservatKins tor the I'se 
ol the Mistress of a FamiU. By a Lad). In a small 
Volume, with a Erontispi«‘ce, (is. 


3S. DO.MKSTIC ANECDOTESoflhel KKNCll 
NATION, dining; the last liiirly V e.ir>, indicative 
of the l''rench lleioluiion; cunt.iininf.; many enrunis 
and pi is’ale Ain'cdoies ol Philosophers, the Clcrg^, 
the Coint. Ministers and their isnlialU-rns, National 
Levit), 'i'liealre.s, .\etors. Books, l^uis XV. l.Amis 
XVI. the t^ineen, f'^c. &c. five'. 9s. 

39. THE SECRET HISTORY of the COURT 
and CABINI'.T of St. CI.OU^D. In a Series of lj?t- 
ti i’s, written fiom a Gentleman at Pans to a NohU- 
man in London, during the Months of Angu->t, Sep- 
temher, and Oetober I80a. In '1 hree Volumes I ’lno. 
1 5s. 


4’i. A FAMILIAR IN I KODUCTKIN; TO i HE 
.S l UDA'OFGKOtIRAPllY, AND'! ()'| in- i sE 
OF 'I'llE GLOBES. ^ Intended for ."elioojf! and 
\ oung PeisoHs. By John ItiDLAKt, A. 11. (. hap- 
lainto his Royal llighiiesS the Dukeof Cl,ui-ni e and 
Master ol the Grammar Scliotil, PI) nioiitli. '1 n luo 
Edit ion much improved. Umo. Is. till. 

4G. SERMONS, and other M!SCEIJ,ANEOUS 
PIECES. By the late Hi-nky IIvntku, I> 1^ . 
Minister of the Scots’ Ctiurcli, London V^’all^ 'To 
which are prelived, A lirographical Sketch of hu Life, 
and 4 Critical Account of his W’l iiingr. With a Por¬ 
trait of the Author. In Two V’oluuies, avo. 18s. 


40. THE REVOLUTIONARY Pl.n'ARCH ; 
exhibiting the iimsl dislingniiliod (.'iurai tins, I.ile- 
lar), .Mililarv, .md Pohlieal, in the recent Annals of 
the French Republic. 'Pin' greater P.irl from the ori¬ 
ginal iMformutioii of a Centhman re-iident at Piiris. 
Firrii Edition, with Portia'its. tn Thiee closely 
printed \ ohiines, 12mo. 18i. • 

A few (Aipics of the Xf'w Volume, ccntainiiig 
all the Portraits, Ac. may be ha^d by tin- PiWhasers 
of the lifst Edit ion, to complete theii Sets. 7s. 

4 1. THE FEMALE REVOLUTIONARA PJ.U- 
'I'ABCIl ; coiiluining B"igraphn.d, lli forieal. and 
Re\o!nlion:ny Skelehes, C'har.n leis, and Anecdotes. 
By the Author of tin* Revoliitioii.iry Plutarch,” 
Si.c'ONi) Edilioii, vMlli Portraits, ThreC^ Volumes 
IJino. ut I. Is. 

( 

4,'. MEMOIRS OF CHARJ.ES MAURICE 
TAI.I.EA'RAND DE PEHHJOKD, ore ol Buona¬ 
parte’-. Principal S«!( retaAcs of Male, his Grand 
Chamherlaiii and Grand Olficer of the la'g'on of 
Honour, F.v-bishop of Aiilim, E\-ahbe of CeJlea and 
of Si. Dennis, &:c. &c. Ac.; conlainmg the P.irticii- 
lars of his Private and Public J.ife. By the Aiilhoi 
Df "'riie Rcvolulionaiy PUitareh.” Sv.cond l‘-d»- 
tion, with a Portrait. Two \ ol-iticos, I'-’m.). 1 ^ 

' ' • f 

43 ELKMEN IS OF'SCIENCK AN D .VR T ; 
Iif’iiig 1 familiar Inriodin Imh fo .N.ilnral i'hilusi/pliy 
and Ciieinistry. 'logetln r wiih their ar;plii<tioii to 
a v.irii'ly of «-Ieg::ni and Useful Arts. A Niw ivliiion, 
foiisideral'i) <:iHai,;ed, and ad.ipted to the iiiijip>vefi 
bt.dv ol scici.! e. ^ \'ols. 8vo. with inoi<; than 3o PlalCs 
by laJWRY. -t l. 4s^ 


• 

47. THE REPORTS FROM THE SELECT 
COMMTTTEEofthe House of Commons, on'PapvTs 
relaling to the Repairs •>! llis Majesty’s Ships (he 
RoMNfcY and ShNsnii.r, while under the«Com¬ 
mand of Sir iloMi:. Popiia.m; logelher with lh» 
Evihentcr taken before llie Coinmiltee; which 
will he found highly interesting to cviij l\ ison con- 
iiectctl with Ivie Biitish Navy, and to tJie Public in 
g!’iier;ii. 8vo. 7 s. 6d 

PREPARING I’OR PURLTC.VTION, 

A T'ipth Edition of 

CUR lOSlTI ES sOI ' 1 .rrEB vri’ R E, Consisting of 

.Niieedolcs, Characters, Sketches, and Observations, 
Literary, Critie.il, aii.1 Mi-.loiikal, \i‘ry iiaiidsonioly 
printed in Three \’ohiine>, S\o/ 

The Fourth Edition of lll4■'^^^'ork lias served as a 
basis for the |'■re^elll. which hfis'beeii entirely re-cast. 
The more luleiesting topics have been more noiii- 
plelely and miire cnrioiislv investigated, and it has 
been tlie siudy of the Writer to class,%an(I to coni- 
pre'--'* as many events of T.itei.iry IlistoryV as llie iic- 
cesH.ir) limit.,‘'ll <hc ^^'ol k allowc'd. 'TheVdesign of 
tlie-i. .'ir imjem'.'iUs is to stimolate lileraryVuriosiry 
with lliosc vMio alrelldv possess it, and to iimise it a- 
iiiong those, whose leisure ha, not permitted them to 
l>ui-lie Midi ln<|uines. “* 

Ctu‘1 without applying it, is like <W7i 

iiui/uU, th.il is HiH Alii red-, it'*gr<>welh musty! ’The 
I'oailing of tin’ gix-al seholars, if put into a limbeck, 
might lv‘ disliUed into a small tpiantity of essence. 

Matijuis of IlaUfax, 






